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AND INSPIRER, MY BELOVED WIFE.

1 met a traveller from an antique land
Who said : © Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. Near them on the sand
Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown
And wrinkled lip and sneer of cold command
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on those lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them and the heart that fed.
And on the pedestal these words appear :
* My name is Ozymandias, king of kings :
Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair i
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
Of that colossal wreck, hfundless and bare,
The lone and level sarids stretch far away.”

SHELLEY.
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Atlantis—Bri§11—a2. R,
AUTHOR’S PREFACE

S far as the evolution of the historic process is concerned the

scientific outlook which became crystallized during the last

century is at present apparently undergoing a radical ré-
yision. History and archeology are assisted now by other branches
of science, which formerly had little community with them ; anthrop-
ology, ethnology, toporynty, and even paleontology frequently
furnish new in rmation which alters the picture of the life of man-
kind during the remotest epochs. During recent years archaological
discoveries have become much more numerous : ancient cities are
unearthed from beneath mighty millenarian layers of alluvium,
philologists decipher the inscriptions in tongues long dead, while the
students of languages are even tracing the bonds between these dead
idioms and contemporary ones. The researches of scientists have
removed the primitive periods of the life of organized mankind far
more remotely into past millenniums. Epochs which not long ago
were considered absolutely prehistoric, now, under the light of
modern synthesis, are featuring more and more in the realm of
actual history.

If poetical metaphors are permitted here, I would compare the
contemporary epoch with that period of any youth when he first
bewins to take interest in his own origin as hidden behind a misty veil
of childish reminiscence. So the mankind of the twentieth century is
striving 10 call to its mind its origin and something that was
thoroughly forgotten during its * childhood.  Certain rambling
remembrances of our common past live still in the collective con-
science of mankind. . . . We take them for myths or legends. But
time passes on and suddenly some unexpected discovery, some archao-
logical find or deciphered inscription, confirms that which seemed
to be a fairy story of past millenniums. Then the myth becomes
clothed with the flesh of reality and we * recollect * the event masked
by the legend.

The last hundred years have been especially rich in_research
concerning the mysterious continent or the great island with a highly
cultured population which, according to Plato and other classical
authors, existed long ago in the Atlantic Ocean. Little by little
there has arisen around this problem an enormous literature and even
a new branch of prehistoric archeology which has been baptized by
certain authors as * atlantology’ : there is in Paris a library
especially dedicated to atlantological literature and consisting of
more than 25,000 volumes. Both in America and Europe have been
creatéd societies of students of atlantology and special reviews
dealing with the subject have begun to be published.

It is difficult enough for oneto orientate oneself in this spate of
atlantological literature : besides the knowledge of many ancient and
modern languages one requires @ wide acquaintance with history,
archaology, ethnology, mythology, and even geology and astronomy.

7 would like to touch on quite a different source of information
concerning Atlantis, i.e. the so-called * revelations’ of theosophists,
anthroposophists, etc. Personally I am not on the side of the
materialists who consider all such revelations to be merely the
imagery of disordered minds - on the contrary, I think that occult
methods of obtaining knowledge, such as by clairvoyance, may enable
us sometimes 10 perceive something that ordinarily escapes our five
very elementary senses. But unfortunately those methods have
failed up to the present in producing fresh scientific knowledge on any
subject, be it a phenomenon of nature or the history of mankind, and
uneil now such sources have not provided more than quite ordinary

and trivial information. A true description of events which occurred
= ' 7 T ~
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some millenniums ago would be a feat completely beyona tne range of
occult possibilities, at any rate for the present. . . . Therefore [
cannot attach great importance 10 the information received by
hypothetical * White Lodges,’ or by clairvoyants, mystics, mediums,
ete. From this point of view consider the works concerning Atlantis
of such authors as H. P. Blavatsky, Scott Elliot, Leadbeater, and
other similar writers as more or less successful fictions, since they do
not supply any information capable o f scientific control. I base ny
theories only upon facts concerning which one is allowed to make a
certain number of more or less plausible conjectures. Moreover, it is
to be regretted that various visionaries and novelists have exploired
the subject of Atlantis, and their activity has alienated it from the

attention of mary serious truth-seekers and created around it an

atmosphere of fancy and fiction. Therefore the public has become
unable o separate the fact from the fiction and remain ignorant of
those conguests of true knowledge that are painstakingly collected by
serious investigators such as, for instance, Lewis Spence, Mrs.
Whishaw and others. A solution of the problem of Atlantis,
whether positive or negative, would be immensely useful for science in
general : it entals numerous excursions into the realms of various
sciences, and the search for pros and cons has already brought a very
rich harvest. Thanks to these attempls our knowledge of the
remotest epochs is now incomparably larger than it was two centuries

ago.
In order to help students of the problem of 4 tlantis we will examine
in this book some material concerning ity together with my own

conjectures.
¥ * *

I find it necessary to express my pre found gratitude to a certain

generous person who desires 16 remain unknown. Thanks to his

material help I have been able 1o complete this book, a fruit of years

of research, study, and travels.

Moreoyer, I am taking this opportunity of expressing my gratitude
10 Mr. M. Kraveschenko for his valuable assistance in the prepara-
tion of this book, an assistance rendered particularly precious by his
outstanding lirerary abilities. Finally, should the critical reader
notice unusual idioms or forms of expression in. my writings, 1
should be most grateful if he would remember that English is not my
mother tongue and read my book for the f&m it contains rather than

for its literary style.
A. BRAGHINE.

O T FLEL R R S Tl v

e e R L e d e |

appears now to have beon quite definitely established, fo
instance, that the Old World has no claim whatever to this
familiar designation, at any rate, as far as civilization is con-
cerned. Is it generally realized that more than two thousand
inscriptions have been discovered in the wilds of Brazil,in Pheenician
Carian, Sumerian, etc. ? Is it generally known thal there are over-
whelming evidences of a civilization, extending from Chile right
through the Matto Grosso of Brazl, and the Central American
republics, of as remote a period as lwenty thousand years ago?
The claim is indeed advanced in this book that the forefathers
of the Egyptians, who must be regarded as the progenitors of
Western civilization, originally came from South America
Vast ruins, of cyclopean character, still stand to prove this con-
tention, and more are being unearthed every year.

Who were these ancient peoples ? Whence was their civiliza-
tion derived ? Colonel Braghmne brings powerful evidence to
prove that Atlantis and the Atlanteans were the centre of this
ancient culture. He fixes the date of the catastrophe by means of
geological, bathymetrical, archzeological, mythological and other
data, and it coincides with the period given by Plato in the

circumstantial account rendered to Solon by the priests of Sais.
“Certainly among the most interesting works on the sunken island

published within late years."—The Scoisman.
“Easilv one of the most interesting ever published on the thornw
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THE SHADOW OF ATLANTIS

CHAPTER I

science has absolutely disregarded the legends concerning

Atlantis. 1f geologists mentioned the continent which
existed long ago between Europe and America they relegated
its existence to very remote periods, distant from the present
epoch by millions of years. Moreover, their boundaries for this
ancient continent did not correspond with the boundaries
of Plato’s Atlantis. All hypotheses concerning the latter the
scientists left to novelists, poets, theosophists and other dreamers.

But unexpectedly the researches made in the last few years by
various specialists, archzologists and others, begin, it seems, to
create a necessity to infer the existence in an epoch not too distant
from our times of a mighty centre of unknown prehistoric
culture in the Atlantic Ocean. It now appears that Plato and other
ancient writers were probably right when they treated as facts
the misty legends which circulated in their time among the
Mediterranean peoples.

The French scientist Glotz speaks in his History of Greece of
the role of myths in historical research as follows: ‘it is a
well-known fact that legend comes before history, but an
attentive and rigorous analysis of any myth gives us the oppor-
tunity to detect historical data even in a myth. The comparative
method is very useful in these cases.’

Professor P. Gaffarel in his work about Atlantis affirms that
the Atlanteans played an important role in history of mankind,
and we cannot deny the influencé of their culture on the subse-
quent development of our species. According to the opinion of
Professor Gauthier (see his work onthe Sahara Desert, p. 166)
the solution of the problem of Atlantis is very important.

Before starting my account of various aspects of this problem,
I have considered it necessary to discuss the copious information
contained in the famous Dialogues of Plato, Timaeus and Critias.
Timaeus represents a colloquy between Socrates, Timaeus,
Hermocrates and Critias. Critias tells Socrates a very remarkable
story, which he regards as authentic.

‘T heard this story,’ declares Critias, ‘ from my great grand-
father who had it from Solon, the famous philosopher. In the
Delta of the Nile stands the city of Sais, formerly the capital of
the Pharach, Amasis. It was founded by the goddess Neith,
called by the Greeks Athena. The inhabitants of Sais are friends
of the Athenians because they believe they had a common origin.
Therefore Solon was received by the population of Sais with
great honour. The wisest priests of the temple of the goddess
Neith initiated Solon into the most ancient traditions concerning
the history of mankind, and particularly the history of Sais. It
dawned upon Solon that neither he nor his compatriot-Greeks
had the slightest idea concerning the remotest epochs of history.
The priests explained this ignorance by the fact that various
catastrophes, such as floods and earthquakes, had destroyed the
memory of the past. ‘Moreover,’ added the priests, * some-
times much more dreadful catastrophes occur, owing to the
action of the heavenly fire. For instance, the story of Phaeton
who appropriated the flaming chariot of his father, Phoebus, and
through his inability set on fire half the world, is a very true one,
although it seems improbable. Certain perturbations in the
movement of heavenly bodies occur periodically, causing the
destrvetion of millions of lives. After these cataclysms mankind

UNTIL comparatively recent days serious academical
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lapses again into barbarity and forgets the art of writing; The
Athenians remember, for instance, only one world-deluge, whilst
there have been several. You do not know even your own origin,
and you ignore that you are a feeble offshoot of a great and
famous race.’

Further, the priests informed Solon that their knowledge of
the history of Sais covers 8,000 years. ‘These manuscripts
contain the description of a war between the Athenians and an
ancient nation which inhabited a great island in the Atlantic
Ocean. In the neighbourhood of that island there were others
and beyond them, at the limit of the ocean, a great continent.
This island, called Poseidonis, or Atlantis, was ruled by kings to
whom also belonged the neighbouring islands. Moreover, they
were the masters of Lybia and of the lands around the Tyrrhenian
Sea. When Europe was invaded by the Atlanteans’ army, the
valour of the head of a Greek coalition, the city of Athenae,
saved Greece from the Atlanteans’ yoke. These events were
soon followed by a dreadful catastrophe : a violent earthquake
tore the earth asunder and heavy and lasting rains flooded it,
The Greek troops perished and Atlantis sank beneath the ocean.”

The other Dialogue of Plato, Critias, gives us the date of that
remarkable event : it occurred about 9,000 years before Plato’s
time. Further, the philosopher gives the details of the govern-
ment of Atlantis, and the earlier history of that country. It
appears that the first king of Poseidonis was Adtlas, the first son
of Poseidon, and his brother Gadir became ruler of another part
of the island, situated near the Pillars of Hercules, or the present
Gibraltar. Therefore all that country was called Gadirique and
we can discern a survival of the word ‘ Gadir’ in the name
of the modern Cadiz. Atlantis was a very rich country: it
possessed forests of valuable trees, fertile plains, mines of various
metals” and multi-coloured stones. A mefal, orychalkus,’
which _littered like gold, was renowned among the ancients.

The Dialogue of Critias explains the tragic end of the brilliant
civilization of Atlantis by the wrath of gods : they were indignant
at the Atlanteans’ pride. Other classical texts tell us that the gods
were displeased at the Atlanteans practising Black Magic, and
decided to exterminate the sinful race. So Atlantis sank for ever
in the ocean’s abyss.

A commentator on Plato’s works, the classical writer Proclus,
tells us about the voyage of a certain Krantor : the latter visited
Sais 300 years after Solon’s trip, and the priests of Neith's temple
showed him columns with hieroglyphic inscriptions. These
ancient texts contained the story of Atlantis and its population :
according to Krantor’s report, this story was identical with that
related by Plato. All the ancient authors, save Aristotle, believed
Plato’s Dialogues to be a truthful description of events which
had taken place in the Atlantic ocean some millenniums earlier.

Various ancient and medieval authors, novelists as well as
scientists, tried to resolve the problem of Atlantis. An erudite
Jesuit, Father Kircher, in the seventeenth century came nearer
than. others to the solution of this historic riddle : in his very
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Atlantis—Bri511 5. R.
interesting work, The Subterranean World, he placed the sunken
continent westward of Gibraltar. According to Father Kircher,
the Azores and Canaries represent the summits of the uplands of
Adantis. This author left us also a hypothetical map of Plato’s
island : its outlines resemble a pear, whose narrow end is pointed
southwards. In the island’s centre stood a mountain wherefrom
issued five rivers and, more southwards from another mount,
came a sixth one.

Plato gives the dimensions of the island as 3,000 stadia in
length and 2,000 stadia in width; so that the whole islard’s
surface should be equal to approximately 78,800 square miles.
But the contemporary scientist, Abbé Moreux, deems these
figures exaggerated and supposes that the Greek philosopher
made a mistake while converting the Egyptian measures into
Greek. The same hypothesis was advanced by a German
archeologist, Dr. A. Herrmann : later on we shall have an oppor-
tunity to examine the discoveries of that scientist in detail. At
the moment we can only say that the Moreux hypothesis seems to
us absolutely unfounded, because Plato definitely says : Atlantis
was larger than North Africa (Lybia) and Asia Minor together.
Therefore the dimensions of Atlantis, as given by the Greek
philosopher, seem to us rather an understatement: in our
opinion Atlantis must have been a real continent, like Australia,
or Greenland.

According to the famous naturalist Buffon (see his Proofs of
Earth’s Sphericity, Chap. XIX), the narrative of Plato does not
contain anything improbable. Perhaps, says Buffon, America
was once connected by a comparatively narrow strip of land with
the Azores group and Ireland. We find the proof of this assertion
in the following fact : the remains of certain fossil animals and
shells peculiar to America, have been discovered also in Ireland,
but nowhere else in Europe. In this Buffon’s opinion agrees with
the work of the scientist Lamgttrie, published at the end of the
eighteenth century.

Further, the Abbé Moreux fmentions the interesting researches
of the scientist Bory de Saint \iince'nt, who undertook in 1803 the
first investigation of the Atlanfic Ocean, near the Canary Islands.
According to Moreux this inves:igution confirmed the reports of
thé ancient authors concerning the difficulties of navigation in
those regions : the islands of Madeira, Azores, the Cape Verde
group, the Savages, the Steer-Ground rocks and other islets
scattered there, give the impression of being the remains of an
ancient continent submerged by the sea. According to the
hypothesis of Bory de Saint Vincent, the fractions of a continent
in this region were more numerous in the past, but in consequence
of the action of various natural agents they have disappeared little
by little. The same scientist cites the account of Diodorus of
Sicily ¢ this writer affirmed that in North Africa there once
existed a large lake, called by the ancients the ‘ Triton’s Lake,’
which disappeared simultaneously with Atlantis. The same
earthquake which sank Plato’s continent destroyed the narrow
band of land which separated the lake from the sea.

Another scientist, the Bishop Tollerat, contemporary of Bory
de Saint Vincent, adds that the same earthquake also destroyed
the European-African isthmus, and simultaneously the waters of
the Mediterranean Sea rushed upon unhappy Atlantis. According
to Bishop Tollerat, the Triton’s Lake at one time covered the
entire surface of the Szhara and the present desert was formed
only after this catastrophe.

The Abbé Moreux does not doubt the truth of Plato’s account,

but considers the date of the catastrophe as given by the Greek
o i LSRRty S i
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philosopher to be wrong : according to MOreux, 1t 1s provaui.
that it may have occurred earlier than ten thousand years ago.
Probably Atlantis existed in the beginning of our present
geological age (the Quaternary Epoch) and perhaps the story of
its tragic fate was still talked about by Solon’s contemporaries.

* * *

As I stated before, many facts mentioned in this book, lead to
the belief that during some remote epoch, somewhere on the
Earth’s surface there lived a race which developed a high, even
refined, culture. Some facts T will discuss later on, permit us to
suppose that the bloom of this culture took place in the XIVth
or XVth millenary. As to its tragic end, following some stupen-
dous catastrophe, 1 have reason to believe this occurred 11,000
years ago, i.e. about 9,000 years B.c. Otherwise, taking into
consideration certain indications and conjectures, we should
place the catastrophe much later, namely about 4,000 years B.C.

Was the culture to which 1 have referred the development of
the grear Atlantean race ? Was Plato’s continent the centre of
the above-mentioned civilization, from which the cultural
influences ran as mighty currents far away to the peripheries of
the world of that time ? It is difficult to give a precise answer to
these questions, but I feel inclined to affirm that it was so.

The geographical boundaries of this culture can be outlined
also only conjecturally : on the north, the latitude of Brittany,
on the west, the meridian of Guatemala City in Central America,
in the south, the parallel of the ruins of Tihuanaco in Bolivia, and
on the east, the meridian of Cairo in Egypt. These wide limits
are taken on the ground of the similarity of various archzological
finds, legends, linguistic material, anthropological resemblances,
historical survivals and other ethnological data. This data was
either discovered in our time, or has been handed down by the
nations which inhabited those regions during remote epochs.
Later, I will describe the eastward migrations of the prehistoric
races and tribes from some unknown land in the ocean to Europe,
and westward migrations from Europe to America of the probable

European tribes.
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Is their existence a proof that the writings of Chinese, Egyptians, -

and prehistoric Americans derived from a common source ¢ Or,
perhaps, the explanation of that fact is much more simple : the
psychological process of the symbolization of fundamental
ideas was the same everywhere among the primeval nations ?

This last hypothesis is sustained, as it seems, by a very common
and well known arch@ological fact: the so-called * ideograms’
scattered as petroglyphs over the whole Earth’s surface. These
mysterious drawings and ideograms of an hieroglyphoid character
are to be found everywhere : on the rocks bordering the Siberian
rivers Irtysh, Lena, and Ienissey, on the rocks of the Onega-Lake
in European Russia, on the islands of Cyprus and Crete, in Man-
churia, in Corea, in India, on the famous Zimbabwe ruins in
South Africa, in Algeria, in the Brazilian jungles and so on.
Perhaps the newly-discovered inscription in Mohenjo-Daro
(Northern India) and the analogous mysterious ‘speaking
boards * of Easter Island in the Pacific should be included in his
category also.

Those inscriptions and drawings are carved deeply in the hard
stone and some of them are filled with a certain red matter. The
scientist Strahlenberg discovered such inscriptions also in Iceland;
but they are there of a Runic character. It is wonderful that this
dye-stuff has persisted during many thousands of years in spite
of the various destructive influences of nature.

The Brazilian forests are full of these ideograms and primitive
drawings in particular in the states of Bahia and Piauhy. On the
Marajo island (in the Amazonic delta) we see ideograms
resembling the old Mexican and Egyptian hieroglyphs, on Fo-Hi
trigrams and on the enigmatical inscriptions of Cyprus. Hum-
boldt first drew attention to the resemblance between the old
Chinese trigrams and certain Mayan hieroglyphs.

In the United States of North America such ideograms are
found along the migration routes of the mysterious * Mounds-
Builders * tribe. The mysterious tribe of Tchud marked its
sojourn in North-Western Russia with analogous ideograms on
the rocks and shores of Lake Onega. In the Atlas Mountains, in
Algeria, and in the country of the Tuaregs and Berbers we find
many ideograms and petroglyphs which by the natives are called
‘ tifinars.” These ancient inscriptions are numerous in South

Africa, in the countries of the Bushmen and Kaffirs,
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Atlantis—Bri1§11——6. R.

If we récognize the Azores and the Canary Islands as the
remaining vestiges of Atlantis, we will immediately establish
that it occupied almost the central position in the above-outlined
region. But we cannot say yet if Atlantis was both the political
centre of the hypothetical ancient culture and its irradiation, or if
it was only a dominion of that highly-developed race which
flourished thirteen to fifteen millenniums ago. . . . Perhaps the
progress of archzology and the deciphering of the Mayan
manuscripts will give us in the near future a chance to answer
these questions. The material concerning this problem is really
enormous and continues to grow. At present we can only affirm
that all researches and finds lead us to the same conclusion : a
tremendous catastrophe annihilated the centre of an unknown
mighty culture which dominated an area almost equal to the
area of the modern Aryan culture. Moreover, this hypothetical
cataclysm played havoc, it seems, with the zone of the Atantic
Ocean, with the most mischievous consequences for the Western
hemisphere, and the effect was felt throughout the entire world.

Geology has established positively enough that in the period of
the present Quaternary Epoch the Earth’s surface was a theatre
of various tremendous processes. They were of orogenic char-
acter and the Abbé Moreux thinks that mankind witnessed some
of those cataclysms, This is proved by the following find : in
the Auvergne’s hills (in the Department of the High Loire),
among the ancient lavas of the voleano Denize (near Le Puits),
was found a petrified human skeleton. The activity of the
Auvergnian volcanoes developed a the beginning of the present
geological epoch. In particular the geological age of the lavas in
Le Puits is equal to about 60,000 years. Certainly it is very
questionable whether the primeval inhabitants of Auvergne had
advanced enough in their culture to be considered as a part of the
population of the empire of Atlantis. My aim is to prove that
the eye-witnesses of the Atlantis catastrophe belonged to tribes
already comparatively civilized.

But 1 think that certain information concerning the mysterious
prehistoric culture in Central and South America allows us to
conclude that the refinement of that culture was due to Atlantean
influences : the great age of the former permits us to admit the
great age of the latter.

It seems that the Atlantean culture reached even the shores of
Northern and North-Western Africa: the famous German
archzologist, Leo Frobenius, found in the neighbourhood of
the mouth of the Niger, in Jorubaland, a bronze statue of the god
Olokun, the African Poseidon. Jorubaland was actually the
Ufa kingdom, occupying the whole Gold Coast of Guinea, and
some authorities believe that Ufa was in the past nothing more
than an Atlantean colony. One must remember that Poseidon’s
cult was preponderant in Atlantis and its colonies. Leo Frobenius
also found on the Gold Coast marvellous prehistoric monuments
belonging to an architecture of an unknown type.

The cultural influence of the Atlanteans was, it seems,
particularly flourishing on the both extremities of the above-
outlined region in America and in the Nile valley. Later on we
shall have an opportunity to treat this question in derail in a
special chapter.

Speaking about the diffusion of the Atlantean culture on the
African continent I shall mention the researches of German
archzologists. Drs. A. Herrmann and Borchard. The first is a
representative of that group of scientists which is very sceptical
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as regards to Plato’s story, and I dedicate to his finds and theories
a special chapter. At the moment I will mention only those
conjectures of both scientists which attest to the vestiges of the
Atlanteans in North Africa. For instance, we see such vestiges in
present Tunisian territory. The salt-marshes of Shott-el-Djerid
in Tunis represent, according to Professor Borchard, the dried
bottom of the Triton’s Lake, mentioned by Diodorus of Sicily,
and we sce on the maps of the Arab medieval geographers the
name of this region : * Bahr Attald,” i.e. * The Great Atlanteans’s
Water.” Borchard even thinks that Bahr-Attald was, in fact, the
Atlantean Sea, in which Plato placed his Poseidonis or Atlantis,
The classical historians tell about a tribe of ‘ Atarants,” which
inhabited the original Tunis ; it is difficult not to recognize in this
word a simple alteration of the word ‘ Atlanteans.” The later
geographers, particularly Ptolemy, call this tribe * Attala,’ and
the hills in this part of Lybia are even to-day called the * Moun-
tains of Talde” The inhabitants of this region still regard a
certain Poseidon as their forefather, although surely they have
not the slightest idea of the Dialogues of Plato, in which the
Greek philosopher tells about the origin of the Atlanteans from
the god Poseidon.

Contrary to Bishop Tollerat’s opinion (see the preceding
pages), the German scientists suppose that the Triton’s Lake on
the northern shore of Africa was definitely dried up in 1250 in
consequence of a tremendous earthquake. In any case, the fact
of the existence until not long ago of large water-surfaces in
North Africa is beyond any doubt. Some years ago a French
expedition bored an artesian well at Fort Lasaire in the Sahara :
when the depth of 100 yards had been reached the water spouted
up many fish, molluscs, and crabs. These animals inhabit the
subterranean water reservoirs, which probably were filled during
the epoch when the Sahara was a large interior sea. This must
have disappeared in consequence of a cataclysm, and the misty
legends about this catastrophe has lived long among the nations
of the Mediterranean basin. However, it is necessary to add that
certain geologists suppose that the fish and other animals penetrate
into the subterranean reservoirs of the Sahara from the super-
terrene basins of Algeria and Morocco.
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Atlantis—Brrgri——6. R.

The myths of the Mediterranean races have preserved for us
vague information about the technical progress of a certain
prehistoric nation and analogous legends live in the memory of
some American tribes. The folk-lore of various nations contain
even to-day tales about flying horses, flying carpets, etc. The old
Greek myth concerning Icarus is the most striking example of
such legends,

Some thirty years ago Sir Archibald Evans discovered on the
island of Crete the vestiges of the highly-developed Minoan
culture which flourished there six or seven thousand years ago.
Besides magnificent frescoes and majestic ruins, we have inherired
some myths of the Cretan primeval population, one of which
tells us about Icarus, who built a flying apparatus in order to
reach the resplendent Pheebus, i.e. the sun. But Icarus committed
a fatal mistake : he consolidated the parts of his apparatus with
wax. Therefore, when he had ascended to a considerable
height, the angry god melted the wax by his mighty beams, the
wings of the apparatus became detached, and Icarus, like Humpty-
Dumpty, fell down and was smashed to pieces. May we not see
in this tale a reminiscence of some prehistoric atternpt at aviation ?
Certain ancient traditions mention that the Atlanteans used some
kind of a flying machine. Perhaps Crete constituted one of the
eastern provinces of the Atlantean empire and its mysterious
civilization was nothing but an inheritance of the great Atlanean
culture.

In addition to this conjecture I may mention one very interest-
ing archzological find : 1 have seen in a private collection in
San Salvador (a Central America Republic) a clay dish with
drawings. These drawings represent men flying over the palms
on curious machines, exhaling flame and smoke. Unless these
drawings are nothing more than an illustration of some local
tale, we have to recognize that some unknown prehistoric race in
America witnessed the first flying attempts of mankind.

Should we deny a certain cultural inheritance received by the
ancient Egyptians, Mayas, and Toltecs from the Atlanteans, we
must admit that their cultures arose suddenly in some inconceiv-
able way, without a previous long barbaric period; but the
history of civilization does not know such incomprehensible
jumps. Moreover, we do not know any other civilization in
Europe or America which could be credited with the origin of
all the above-mentioned cultures. Although we may consider
that both American cultures derived from the mysterious
Tihuanaco civilization, some features of the latter demonstrate
its affinities with the old Egyptian culture. Thus, not having a
better hypothesis at our disposal, we are forced to suppose that
all these three cultures and, perhaps, the Egyptian and Creto-
Minoan also, proceeded from the Atlantean. The reader can
find in this book much other information which sustains the
hypothesis concerning the existence in a very remote epoch of a
mighty cultural centre somewhere in the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean.

* * *

Some prehistoric Mexican hieroglyphs are strikingly similar to
the old Egyptian ones, and to the so-called trigrams * of the
legendary Chinese emperor Fo-Hi, which we can see on the oldest
Chinese monuments. How can we explain such a similarity ?
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Atlantis—Br1§11 Additional matter for Chap. IV—please
insert in position——— R.

The German anthropologist, Professor Klaatch of Leipzig
University, considers that there are serious proofs of the existence
of Australia during the earliest Tertiary Period. This expert even
affirms that at that epoch Australia was already populated by a
prehistoric human race and goes so far as to consider the isl#nd-
continent to be the cradle of humanity in general. This hypo-
thesis is certainly nothing more than one of the countless
analogical suppositions relating to various sections of our planet :
the modern, so-called ‘ ologenetic,” theory does not admit any
special * cradle” for mankind, which, it seems, appeared almost
simultaneously everywhere on the surface of the Earth. . . .
But as to the existence of Australia many millions of years ago the
finds at Raglan Parads, Warrnambool, Australia, represent a
strong enough proof in favour of Dr. Klaatch’s opinion.

There were found at a depth of ten feet several human foot-
prints in sandstone which, according to a moderate estimate, was
apparently a sand-dune close to an ancient sea beach from
20,000 to 30,000 years ago. This find naturally proves the
existence of Australia much before the catastrophe of Atlantis and
the hypothetical fall of a giant meteorite.

At the same time the phenomenon of nutation and the sudden
death of the mammoths in Siberia and Canada show that such a
cosmic catastrophe occurred about 11,000 years ap0. sl
think that if an enormous meteorite fell at this epoch on the
surface of the Earth the fall took place somewhere in the Pacific
Ocean : in this case the disappearance of a large continent in this
ocean would be explained, and also the presence of innumerable
islands and archipelagos between Asia, Australia, and America.
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Atlantis—Br1r1§11——7. R.

It is interesting to connect the conjectures of the atlantologists
concerning the universality of the Atlantean culture with the
recent discovery of Professor Geras (University of Bombay) in
Sind (India). This archzologist found there the vestiges of a
very highly developed culture, which flourished in the VIIth
Millenary. The unknown race which then inhabited the region
of Sind apparently reached a profound knowledge in the field of
astronomy, but this mysterious race had nothing to do with the
Aryans. Professor Geras supposes that this prehistoric culture
was the source of all the successive Old World cultures. Was
not this culture of Sind the most distant echo of the great
Atlantean civilization 2

The archzologist, Hans Fischer, thinks that the Atlanteans’s
cultural influences reached at one time even remotest China :
this German researcher deduces the presence of these influences
in Chinese hieroglyphic writing and in the misty legends of the
remotest Chinese past.

We are surprised also by the resemblance between some
American sacred symbols and the corresponding symbols of the
ancient Europeans. We see, for instance, the sign of the swastika
not only on the most ancient Aryan monuments, but also on the
prehistoric American ones ; the head of the Gorgon, the symbol
of divine knowledge, we can meet with not only on the classical
monuments, but also in the Mexican ruins and on the inscrutable
Stone of Chavin, a magnificent relic of the Tihuanaco culture.
The so-called * false vault * of primeval architecture is to be found
in the old monuments of Central America as well as in the
Etruscan monuments and in the cyclopean buildings of pre-
historic Greece. Lord Kinsborough tells us in his works on
ancient Mexico, that the Mexicans, the Cherokees and the Indian
tribes of Michoacan and Honduras used in their religious cere-
monies a Holy Ark, like that of the ancient Jews and, like the Jews,
they did not allow anybody, save the priests, to approach or to
touch the Ark. The religious rituals of the Indians resemble
those of the ancient Bretons and Irish.

Professor Leo Frobenius has established some resemblances
berween the mysterious Etruscans and certain Indian tribes. It
seems likely that a great deal of ancient European folk-lore was
borrowed by the prehistoric Europeans from certain ancient
American races, the Atlanteans in this case serving as a bridge
between the Europeans and Americans. In this respect the
analogies, which we find in the legends concerning the world’s
creation, are very interesting, for instance the Great Flood ; as
also are the methods of popular occultism employed by the
ancient Greeks, Celts, Scandinavians, and Indians, as well as by
such ancient Asiatic races as the Sumers, Jews, Pheenicians, and
African Egyptians.

The myth of Atlas (Atlan ?), that giant who supported by his
mighty shoulders the entire universe, seems to be a kind of
poetical hyperbola, or a symbol of the political and spiritual
power of the Atlanteans : the prehistoric world was once sub-
jugated not only by the Atlanteans’s weapins but also by their
cultural superiority. The mythical Quetzal-Coatl, Mexican
leader and first teacher, was also represented on the ancient
Aztec paintings, so also was the enlightener of the Chibchas, the
old Bochica, and the Chibchas themselves in bas-reliefs showed
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him as a giant supporting the universe. It is important to note
thar according to the ancient Mexican legends, Quetzal-Coatl
arrived on the upland of Anahuac from the far east. We can find
allusions to the same idea of Atlas in the sculptural remains among
the ruins of ancient harbours disseminated along the Brazilian
shores and on the islands of the Azores and Canaries.

The Atlanteans probably bequeathed to their heirs the
Mediterranean as well as American races, some elements of
mathematics, astronomy, and also occult knowledge : according
to some researchers, the hermetism of the mystagogs of ancient
Egypt was inherited from the Atlanteans. In the course of their
penetration into various European and Asiatic countries the
Atlanteans came in contact with some tribes whose languages
were exceedingly primitive, and the necessities of their relations
and trade forced the backward nations to adopt certain Atlantean
words. Needless to say, most of those words were of a com-
mercial, diplomatic and religious nature.  As a result of such a
process of assimilation we sometimes see even to-day a striking
resemblance between certain synonymous words in the languages
of nations very widely separated. Although, in the absence of
more solid proofs, the linguistical resemblances alone are not
sufficient for the demonstrating of the ethnical bonds, T find it
advisable to mention some salient examples of these resemblances.

For instance, the ancient Greek word 7%eos (God) sounds in
the Toltec and Mayan languages teo ; the Arab word malke
(king, or tribal chief) reappears as melek in Hebraic and startlingly
enough as malko amongst some Indian tribes ; to the Uzbek (a
Centralasian tribe) the word tepé (mountain, or hill) corresponds
the tepek of the Central American Zapotecs, etc. These examples
are very numerous: Le Plongeon found that one-third of all
Mayan words correspond to the synonymous ancient Greek
words and the Chiapenecs of Yucatan use many words similar
to Hebraic. The same similarity with the Hebrew language was
found by some American philologists in the dialects of various
Indian tribes of South America.

While the similarity between certain American and Semetic
languages might be conceivable as a very strange ‘ coincidence,’
the similarity of the ancient Greek and some American idioms is
for the present writer absolutely inexplicable : except by the
hypothesis of contact : we must not forget that Greek belongs
to the family of Indo-Germanic tongues and apparently derives

from the Sanskrit.
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Atlantis—B11511 9. R.

The character of the inscriptions is mostly uniform. The
Brazilian scientist, Dr. Gustavo Barroso (see his work dguem da
Atlantida), filled some pages with reproductions of various
inscriptions of this kind, found in all countries. The texts
represent irregular and tortuous lines, composed of drawings,
symbols, or letters of an unknown alphabet. The drawings are
mostly roughly planned and show animals, human hands, feet,
and heads, heavenly stars, flowers, and plants. Sometimes there
are phallic signs. The letters, or symbols, are mostly of a
hieruglyphic character and represent combinations of the same
drawings with straight or curved lines of wavy type, or with
points, circumferences, etc.

This uniformity is very puzzling. When we have established
that the ideograms of the Onega rocks, for instance, and the
inscriptions on rocks in the virgin forests of Bahia (Brazil)
express the same style of thought-expression, the researcher is
involuntarily inclined to suppose them to be from the same
source, of the authorship of the same race. As an example of this
uniformity 1 mention, for instance, the famous stone of Vodla
River (European Russia) : it is covered with ideograms absolutely
analogous with those of Brazil. :

However, this uniformity is, perhaps, nothing more than an
illusion. The apparent identity of these ideograms is, very likely,
due to our inability to decipher them. . . . But, if this resem-
blance of style in the ideograms is everywhere a fact, I am forced
o a conclusion of a rather revolutionary character: in a very
remote epoch, possibly even before the last Glacial Period, the
Farth was inhabited by a world-wide race. This race enjoyed a
great influence on posterity. I do not consider that the Atlanteans
were this unknown race, because it is probable they already
possessed a hieroglyphic writing which later on was adopte:;i
by their heirs, the old Egyptians, the Mayas and perhaps the
Pheenicians, who created the true alphabet. In this direction,
however, only conjectures are possible : at present we do not
possess any proof concerning the hypothetical inheritance of
Atlantean culture by the above-mentioned nations. But,
meditating on these problems, one involuntarily remembers
Breal’s words: “ The world is much older than we usually
think and we see in human progress much more consequential-
ness and continuity in its development than(it sis customarily

recognized.”

Concerning the Mexican hieroglyphic texts I would recall the _

rather questionable discoveries of the French investigators,
Brasseur de Bourbourg and Le Plongeon.

A valuable treasure, the so-called Codex Troanus of the
Mayas, one of the very few manuscripts of that great race which
we have inherited from the epoch of the Conquest, is preserved
in the British Museum. Brasseur de Bourbourg claimed to have
deciphered one fragment of this Codex: according to him it
contains a striking testimonial concerning the catastrophe that
overtook Plato’s continent. It relates that a certain tremendous
cosmic cataclysm at a remote epoch overtook certain unknown
lands of Mu and Moud. Further, the manuscripts affirms that

this cataclysm happened 8,060 years before the compilation of
the Codex Troanus. But the interpretation of Brasseur de/
Bourbourg has been received by scientists with considerable
sceptism. Here is the trgtI?lation : ‘ On the Sixth year ofCan#E '
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the Eleventh Muluc ot the month o1 Zac, occurred areadrul
earthquakes and continued until the Thirteenth Chuen. The
Land of Clay Hills Mu and the Land Moud were victims. They
were shaken twice and in the night suddenly disappeared. The
earth-crust was continually raised and lowered in many places by
the subterranean forces until it could not resist such stresses, and
many countries became separated one from another by deep
crevices. Finally both provinces could not resist such tremendous
stresses and sank in the ocean together with 64,000,000
inhabitants. It occurred 8,060 years ago.”

The translation of the hieroglyphic inscription on the famous
pyramid of Xochicalco, in Mexico, made by another Frenchman,
Le Plongeon, seems to be as questionable as the * discovery * of
Brasseur de Bourbourg. Le Plongeon stated that he employed
the methods of the old Egyptian hieratic writing in order to
decipher this inscription. It consists of a rectangle inside which
we see a human face with a wide open mouth and six hieroglyphs,
and below that some animal features. The hieroglyph * ppay ’
Le Plongeon takes to signify ° transformed into dust” and the
whole inscription is translated by him as follows : *a land in the
ocean is destroyed and its inhabitants killed in order to transform
them into dust.’
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brisir  (10) Ridet

Le Plongeon asserts that the Mayas of the Oldest Empire used
a phonetic alphabet, but later on introduced hieroglyphic writing,
in which thirteen signs are absolutely identical with the corre-
sponding old Egyptian ones. This fact, if true, is very per-
plexing : for what reason did the Indians exchange a simple
phonetic alphabet for a more complicated hieroglyphic one ?

* * *

The legends of the American races and tribes concerning great
reformers, leaders, and missionaries who from time to time
appeared among the natives, also sustain our hypothesis of the
cultural mission of the Atlanteans in the prehistoric world.
There were, it seems, eight such reformers: in Peru, Manco
Capac, Viracocha, and Pachacamac; in Columbia, Bochica, among
the Tupis, Tupan; in Yucatan, It-Zamna, or Zamna; in Mexico,
Quetzal-Coatl (called in Guatemala * Gucumatz,” and in Yucatan,
* Cuculean’) ; and in Brazil and Paraguay, Zume (called by the
Caribs ‘ Tamu,” by the Arovacs ‘ Camu,” and by the Carayas
‘ Caboy ’). The Peruvian myth concerning Viracocha resembles
the Columbian myth concerning Bochica.

All these men, or gods, were sages, all came from some
unknown land situated to the East of America, all wore long
beards, all were white-skinned and their end was everywhere the
same : their mission fulfilled, the sages mysteriously disappeared,
promising to return to their beloved people later on. In all these
Central and South American legends are hidden, it seems, the
same facts : from time to time Atlantean missionaries appeared
in America and their activity was clothed later on by poetry
and religion. I can mention in favour of this hypothesis the
following fact: one of above-named reformers, Quetzal-Coatl,
introduced into Mexico the cult of Tlaloc, or the Mexican
Poseidon, who was the god of the sea, water, and rains. We
know that the cult of Poseidon was the most important in
Atlantis, or Poseidonis.

The legends of the Mayas relate that Quetzal-Coatl came to
the Anahuac uplands from a certain land ° Tlapallan,” which
name means * The Land of the Rising Sun.” He later became the
principal deity of the Toltecs and after the invasion of the Nahoa
tribe, was adopted in the same degree by them also. His name in
Mexico, as well as in Guatemala (* Gucumatz ”) and in Yucatan
(* Cuculcan ), signifies * The Feathered Serpent.” The Aztec
myth relates that the god Tezcatlipoca by means of charms exiled
Quetzal-Coatl from Mexico and he returned to Tlapallan.
Other myths affirm that Quetzal-Coatl burnt himself on a funeral
pyre, but that his heart ascended to heaven and was transformed
into the Morning Star. .

Quetzal-Coatl wore a long white cloth and had a beard. His
images often present a pilgrim with a pastoral staff and in addition
sometimes the solar disk or half-disk. The larter circumstance
indicates the Oriental origin of Quetzal-Coatl. His arrival on
the Anahuac upland was entirely unexpected and nobody saw
his disembarkation on the Mexican shores. Immediately after
his arrival Quetzal-Coatl started to preach a new religion and
new morals. He was infinitely kind-hearted, abhorred every
violence and stopped his ears with cotton when the conversation
touched on war or war-deeds. He introduced into Mexico a
better social order, taught the natives the useful arts and trades
and contributed largely to the gentleness of manners..
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Evidently the cult of Tlaloc-Poseidon in the course ot milien-
niums suffered many modifications for the worse and the
humanitarian precepts of Quetzal-Coatl were forgotten by new
generations. The cruel and barbarous ritual called * the wedding
of Tlaloc,” which was celebrated among the Aztecs, is a proof of
it. Yearly were chosen among the population the prettiest girl
and youth and consecrated to Tlaloc. This newly-married
couple enjoyed three days of every possible care and comfort :

ey were placed in a sumptuous apartment, ate of the best
dishes and drank the best beverages, but after these three days
they were thrown in their festival attire by the priests of Tlaloc
into a bottomless pit near the temple, where they died in torture
from hunger and thirst. When in Teotihuacan I visited in the
ruins of that temple this place of torture : the pit is very deep
and is supposed to be full of human bones. When I threw into
it a stone, the sound of the fall came to my ears only after a
considerable interval. Its irregular configuration permits one to
conjecture that it was probably a canal from some ancient geyser.
It is improbable that the benign Quetzal-Coatl established such
a cruel ritual as that of the © Wedding of Tlaloc.’

It is at present impossible to ascertain the time of the Quetzal-
Coatl’s arrival in Mexico: opinions concerning this date are
rather divergent. Some Catholic authors suppose that Quetzal-
Coatl was a certain unknown Christian missionary and came to
Mexico in A.D. 544, and others even think that he was nobody
else than the apostle Thomas, who preached everywhere and
also in Mexico. But the majority suppose that Quetzal-Coatl’s
arrival happened at least a few millenniums s.c.

The Peruvian legends concerning Manco Capac relate that
once upon a time in the region of the lake Titicaca lived a highly-
cultured nation. They were probably the forefathers of the
modern Aymara Indians, or, perhaps, the legends are inherited
from the mysterious Tihuanaco race. The myths of the Aymara
relate that the unknown nation referred to was ruled by wmpacs
(kings). A mysterious foreigner, Manco Capac, together with
his sister Mama-Oello, who was also his wife, suddenly appeared
on a certain island of the above-named lake. Manco Capac soon
seized the power and from this mystetious couple later derived
all the dynasties of rupacs. The first one began about 1300 B.C.
under the name of Pirua-Pacari-Manco. The tupac Capac VII
was the most remarkable ruler of this dynasty. The second
dynasty consisted of the mysterious ‘ Amauta,” a word which
in the Quichua idiom signifies * the Sages.” The Incas appeared
much later, after the extinction of the Amauta.

It would be impossible to presume the Atlantean origin of
Manco Capac, if 1300 B.C., as the date of his arrival, is correct.
But, perhaps, he was a representative of one of the numerous
Atlantean colonies which survived the catastrophe. He and his
wife claimed their origin directly from the sun itself. Buritis
highly probable that the original version of this claim meant-the
arrival of Manco Capac and Mama-Oello from the country
¢ where the sun comes into the world,” and the successive versiofs—"
of the myth have added fancy to the truth. Consequently the—
Bolivian, Ecuadorian, and Peruvian tribes adopted the solar culer
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brisrr (1) Rider

Manco Capac organized the priests’ hierarchy, founded a
religious system, and taught the arts and trades to the Andean
highlander tribes. The Peruvian scientist Francisco Loaisa
offers a rather interesting hypothesis concerning the founder of
the prehistoric dynasties of tupacs : he suggests that Manco
Capac came from the ‘Land of the Rising Sun,’ ie. Japan.
According to Loaisa the ignorant subjects of the new rupac
took their ruler’s assertion literally. But we must note that
Manco Capac was bearded and white-skinned, while the Japanese
belong to the yellow race and rarely have beards. I am rather
inclined to think that the Japanese race itself lived at one remote
epoch somewlire to the east of its present dwelling-place and
in the denomination ‘ The Land of the Rising Sun’ we have

' only a remembrance of the previous Japanese dwelling-place.

It is clear that the sun rises for Japan from the American side.

Another Peruvian hero, Pachacamac, whose name signifies
“ The Earth’s Father,” was a great enlightener of his people and
a rival of the third Peruvian reformer Viracocha whom finally he
overcame. In the course of millenniums Pachacamac was trans-
formed into a god of earthquakes and his temple at Pachacamac-
City became a kind of Peruvian Delphi: listening to the sub-
terranean rumbles the priests took them for the speech of the
god himself.

Yucatan’s enlightener Itzamna, or Zamna, is recognized by
the Mayan Indians as founder of their civilization and * Master
of the Dawn.’ This last name permits us to think that there
was a certain eastern land wherefrom he originated.

The god and hero Zume, recognized throughout South
America as a great reformer, came also from the East. The
scientist Ehrenreich in his book concerning the Caraya tribes
(see p. 39) sees in this expression ‘came from the East’ an
indication of the solar origin of all analogous myths, but I prefer
to suppose it to express nothing more than a remembrance of
the Atlantean origin of all these reformers and missionaries.

Zume is the Paraguayan name of this famous enlightener, but
the Caribs call him Tamu, the Arovacs, Camu, and the Carayas,
Caboy. The latter affirm that Caboy brought them out the
Subterranean World : perhaps, in this vague myth is hidden
an indication of a great seismic cataclysm witnessed by the
forefathers of the Carayas? The Brazilian Caribs relate that
Tamu, or Zume, was white-skinned and came from the East.
He taught his people agriculture and later on disappeared in an
easterly direction.

The god Tupan, worshipped by the Tupis, taught them and
other Brazilian tribes agriculture and the use of fire. Later I
shall give a more detailed account of the origin of the Tupan
cult, which is a very interesting branch of South American
mythology.

Now 1 will dedicate few words to the enlightener of the
Chibcha (Muisco) race in Columbia. The culture of this race
was an absolutely independent one, and the Columbian historian,
Miguel Triana, thinks that only the Spanish invasion handicapped
its further brilliant progress.

The legends of the Chibchas relate that a certain mysterious
and venerable man named Bochica was the reformer, preacher,
and founder of the civilization of this interesting race. Here is
the highly remarkable story, according to the account of
A, d’Orbigny.
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Ma"} millenniums ago, when tne moon aw nuVL yeu caiy,
there suddenly came to Columbia from the east an old man with
a long white beard. He had three names : Bochica, Zukha, and
Nemketaba. His handsome wife had also three names: Chia,
Huitaca, and Ubecaihuara. Both came riding camels. Chia was
a very wicked enchantress, a true contrast to her infinitely
kind-hearted husband : she tried to hinder him in everything
that he undertook to help his people. At one time she created
a dreadful inundation: obeying her charms, the Funza river
came out of its bed and inundated the whole Bogota valley. A
multitude of Chibchas perished and only those who succeeded
in climbing the mountains in time remained safe. Bochica
became very angry with his handsome wife Chia for such a mis-
deed, and threw her heavenwards, transforming her into the
moon. After that Bochgia destroyed the rocks which impeded |
the flow of the Funza and drained the Bogota valley.

Bochica enlightened the Bogota upland tribes, organized
their government, ordered them to build cities, introduced the
solar cult, and appointed two rulers: one religious with the
title of 7aké, and one civil, subordinated to the first. According
to the legend, the first ;aké ruled the Chibchas for 250 years.
His mission fulfilled, Bochica retired to a lonely place named
Iraca, where he lived for 2000 years under the name of the
anchorite Idacansas. During all this period he fasted and prayed
for his beloved people. The end of Bochica was as mysterious
as his arrival in Columbia : he disappeared. Later on he was
transformed into the sun-god.

Many centuries after his disappearance, approximately in the
second century A.D., there came from the far east to the country
of the Chibchas a priest named Nemketeba. He claimed to be
sent by the great Bochica-Nemketaba to help the further progress
of his beloved people. Nemketeba taught the natives agriculture,
the weaving of fine cloths, astronomy, and weather-forecasting,
he introduced some reforms in the priests’ organization, built a
temple to the Sun, and preached elevated morals. According to
M. Triana, the Chibchas still retain a vivid memory of this
apostle of Bochica.

The Spanish conguistadores were amazed by the high level of
culture of the Chibchas: this Indian tribe produced artistic
copper and gold work, carved magnificent bas-reliefs in stone,
weaved elegant cloths and decorated them with fine paintings,
possessed a monetary system based of massive gold coins and a
calendar. The Chibchas divided the year of 365 days into
12 months, and the day of the spring-equinox was their national
feast. It was consecrated to the Sun with child-sacrifices : the
nature of the rituals of this equinoctial feast is a clear indication

of its agricultural meaning,
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brrsir (12) Rider

The state-system of the Chibchas consisted of a kind of
despotic theocracy and the jipas (kings) were revered as
sovereigns anointed by god himself. Before his accession to the
throne the new 7ipa had to undergo a series of tests, and
M. Triana says that those tests and ceremonies resemble the
analogous rituals for the Egyptian Pharaohs and ancient Hindu
rulers. The Chibchas’ legislation was very severe : adultery was
punished by the death of both criminals, the talon’s law prevailed,
luxury was pursued as a crime, inheritances were regulated by
law, and cowards and traitors to the fatherland were subjected
to an infamous death. The Chibchas used ideographic writing
and we can find on the Columbian rocks petroglyphs of that
remote epoch when an independent Chibcha state still existed.
These Indians mostly selected for their inscriptions black rocks
and, when obliged to adopt lighter ones, used coloured ideo-
grams. Among them we can find almost all the signs of Euro-
pean, Asiatic, African, Brazilian, and other ideograms, and with
particular frequency the swastika. This resemblance between
Columbian petroglyphs and other similar inscriptions favours the
hypothesis of the Atlantean origin of such writings. In the
villages El Infernito, Tunja, and Ramiriki are to be found
monoliths from the flourishing period of this peculiar South
American culture: they are covered with a marvellous and
fanciful carving, the meaning of which has not yet been
deciphered.

The memory of the kind-hearted old Bochica, long-bearded
and white-skinned reformer and preacher, still lives in the
Andean valleys and gorges : when a traveller, lost in the moun-
tains, sees suddenly in the fog his own shape magnified to giant’s
dimensions (a phenomenon known as * Brocken’s Ghost ), he
thinks in fear that it is the spirit of the divine old man himself,
who goes to visit his beloved people and help them in their
present misfortunes. . . .

* * *

In many of the oldest inscribed monuments of the American
natives and in the folklore of various tribes we can find more or
less dim allusions te Atlantis and its tragic end.

The Toltec Codex Tira (‘ The Book of Migrations "), for
instance, mentions the migration of eight tribes : they came to
the Pacific shores from a certain eastern country called Aztlan.
The Mexican legends mention a terrific catastrophe, a great
inundation which forced the Nahoa and Quiche tribes to emigrate
to the far west. The mysterious Toltec and Aztec fatherland,
the country Aztlan, is represented on the ancient Mexican
drawings as a mountainous island; one of its mountains is
encircled by a wall and a canal.

According to the scientist Clavigero, the Mexican Olmecs, or
Ulmecs, have a legend which records the arrival of their ancestors
from a distant eastern country.

The North American Indians also believe that their ancestors
came from the east. Major Lind, known as an expert in Indian
folklore, came across one legend in the states of Iowa and
Dakota : it tells that all Indian tribes at one time inhabited an
eastern island and formed one nation. Later on they launched a
ship of peculiar form and navigated it for some weeks before
they landed on the American shores.
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It seems, however, that this legend makes a mistake in athrming
that all Indian tribes once belonged to the same race: the
difference of the colour of the skin among them is too great.
We can find the most diverse shades of pigmentation: while
the tribes of Nenomines, Dacoits, Zuni, and others are almost
white-skinned, the Caro tribe in Kansas and the Californian
Indians (now almost extinct) are very dark. We can find also
tribes with swarthy-red, olive-coloured, bright-yellow, and
bronze-coloured skins. Professor Retzius considers that all
primeval dolichocephalic tribes in America are very closely
related to the Guaniches of the Canary Islands and to the races
which inhabit the Atlantic shores of Africa. All the above-
mentioned races and the dolichocephalic Caribs possess a red-
brown skin. It is interesting to mention here that the mysterious
tribe of Masinti portrayed on the ancient Egyptian frescoes is
depicted with the same shade of skin.

Moreover, we can occasionally find white Indian tribes in
Venezuela and on the peninsula of Darien : they are even light-
haired, have blue eyes, and a few researchers suppose them to be
descendants of some Atlantean tribe. Usually American Indians
possess black hair, but the ancient Peruvians, for instance, were
auburn-haired, which fact is confirmed by the discoveries of
Short who found some modern Peruvian tribes with auburn
hair.

The Warrau tribe of Arovacs affirm that their ancestors long
ago inhabited a certain * Heavenly Land " : neither malicious men
nor pernicious animals existed there.

The Quiches of Guatemala possess a remarkable monument of
great antiquity, the famous Codex Popul-Vuh (* A Bouquet of
Leaves”). It is their sacred book and it was discovered in 1854
by Dr. Scherzer. The four volumes of this book, written in the
tongue of the Quiches, give the history and the mythology of
the Mayas. The Popul-Vuh asserts that the forefathers of the
Quiches came in a very remote epoch from a distant eastern
country situated in the ocean. Later on three sons of their king
visited this country of their origin and returned to Guatemala
with the knowledge of writing. This mysterious eastern country
is described by the Codex as a true paradise : Whites and Negroes
lived there in peace like brothers and spoke the same language.
Further on the Book of Popul-Vuh relates that the god Huracan
became angry with mankind and flooded the Earth. Simul-
taneously with this calamity a great conflagration was observed
in the heavens. Evidently the cataclysm on Earth was a conse-
quence of some tremendous cosmic catastrophe and this
circumstance connects the Guatemalian myth with the Greek
one conerning Phaeton : thanks to his mistake one half of the
Earth was burnt by heavenly fire.

The last representatives of a strange white-skinned Indian
tribe are still living in Venezuela. They are called Paria, and
some years ago inhabited a village called Atlan, in the virgin
forests between the Apure and the Orinoco, but now are almost
extinct. They possessed traditions of a certain catastrophe which
destroyed their old fatherland, a large island in the ocean,
inhabited by a prosperous and ‘ wonderful * race. Some repre-
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brrsir (13) Rider

sentatives of the latter reached Venezuela and thus survived the
cataclysm. Their descendants lived for a long time among the
Venezuelan Indians as a separate tribe. Their women were much
appreciated by other tribes and we can find an account in the
Spanish chronicles of the Conquest, to the effect that some
caciques possessed in their harems white concubines. Their
masters did not allow them to show themselves to anybody and
thus these unfortunate women, remaining throughout their whole
life in semi-darkened harems, finally became blind. Moreover,
the Venezuelan writer, H. B. Nunez, told me that in the
Venezuelan forests there are many monoliths covered with
hieroglyphs and strange carvings. They were earlier mentioned
by the famous German naturalist Humboldt in his descriptions
of Venezuela.

* * *

The fact of the existence of black races among the inhabitants
of the lost continent mentioned in the Codex Popul-Vuh is of
the greatest interest. Hitherto, ethnologists imagined that
negroes appeared in the New World only during our own epoch,
when they were imported as slaves; but the most recent
researches demonstrate that the first came to America in a period
very remote. The Popul-Vuh relates that, after the cataclysm
befell the former fatherland of the Quichés, one part of its spared
population emigrated westwards, i.e. to America, and the other,
eastwards, presumably to Europe, or to Africa. Perhaps these
latter emigrants were the forefathers of the Berbers and Tuaregs,
but it is not improbable, that in the present African black
population the descendants of some Atlantean black-skinned
tribes still exist. J

Quatrefages, Le Plongeon, and Bancroft have proved that
certain aboriginal negro tribes inhabited America not so very
long ago. Some statues of the Indian gods in Central America
possess typical negro features and certain prehistoric monuments
there undoubtedly represent negroes. We have, for instance,
such statues in Teotihuacan, in Palenque, and a gigantic negro’s
head carved in granite near the Mexican volcano of Taxila. I
have seen a statuette of a negro in the archzological collection of
Mr. Ernesto Franco in Quito (Ecuador): according to the
opinion of local archaologists, this statuette is at least 20,000
years old.

The autochthonous black races in America were either
gradually mixed with the Indian ones, or became extinct, but in
a very remote time negroes, or negroids, were numerous in the
New World. Itis possible, however, that some black individuals
were drifted to America by the strong currents existing in the
ocean between Africa and the New World : that was the opinion
of Quatrefages. O’Donnelly proposes the same hypothesis,
affirming that plants, animals, and men were probably carried
from one continent to another by strong sea-currents.

Once I had the opportunity of living for about a month in
Oyapoc, a locality in a lonely situation among the equatorial
forests of French Guiana. There I saw many representatives of
the local negro tribe of Saramaccas, which lives all by itself and
is ruled by its own chiefs. The Saramaccas are divided into_
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several clans and each clan possesses a sort ot a coat or arms
tattoed on the faces of its members. Ethnologists’ opinions
concerning the origin of the Saramaccas vary: whilst some
consider these negroes to be an autochthonous American tribe,
others think that the Saramaccas are none else than the progeny
of ancient slaves imported into South America, who deserted
from their masters in the forests of Guiana. The Saramacca
tongue resembles the dialect of the African Gold Coast which
is situated directly opposite the Guiana shores. My own view
is that the latter hypothesis is wrong : clearly it would be very
difficult to transport into slavery an entire tribe, and still more
difficult for that tribe to escape together with its wives and
children. The complement of the slaves’ groups was always
entirely casual, so that each group of slaves was composed of the
representatives of various tribes. Furthermore, the Saramaccas
of to-day are a very kind-hearted people, friendly to the whites,
which would not have been the case if their ancestors had been
slaves, subjected to the bestial cruelty of the planters. So I am
inclined to believe that Saramaccas are the last aboriginal negro
tribe preserved in America.

The most surprising thing about this tribe is its knowledge of
sorcery methods, inherited, perhaps, from an unknown and
peculiar culture which flourished on the globe in a very remote
epoch. Concerning this hypothesis I mention Tilac’s opinion
concerning the antiquity of the Hindu Vedas. He thinks the
Vedas were inherited by the Hindus from a certain civilized race
which inhabited a country covered by glaciers. Therefore only
two conjectures are possible: either the author (or authors ?)
of the Vedas belonged to some unknown, cultured Arctic race,
or he witnessed the last Glacial Period. This latter hypothesis
certainly destroys all theories concerning the comparative
youthfulness of our civilization: it is much older than we
hitherto supposed. Primeval men witnessed many great
cataclysms : for instance, the sixteenth chapter of the Bhagawat-
Purana tells us that the wheels of Priawata’s chariot dug out
seven oceans, thus dividing the firm land into seven big parts.
According to this legend the first part was apparently the Old
Continent, the second, North America, the third South America,
the fourth Australia, the fifth the Antarctic mainland, the sixth
Atlantis, and the seventh Gondwana (* Lemuria "), or, perhaps,
Greenland.

The scientists de Launay (see his La Terre, p. 136) and Dr.
Hamy suppose the legend concerning the existence of Atlantis
to be very likely based on fact, Dr. Hamy thinks Atlantis must
have been situated between Spain, Ireland, and the North
American shores: in the Tertiary Epoch Atlantis served as a
bridge for the slow migrations of men, animals, and plants from
the Old Continent westwards.

According to some Central American monuments, it seems that
the continent of the New World in a remote epoch was much
more extensive in its eastern part, but that a series of terrific
cataclysms destroyed a large area of the mainland. The Breton
legends tell us that millenniums ago Brittany stretched farther,
and the Welsh possess a legend concerning three terrific
catastrophes which destroyed a great island in the ocean.
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brisir (14) Rider

The historian Timagenes wrote in the first century A.D. about
the Gauls, recording that at least some of these tribes preserved
legends concerning their remote fatherland in the middle of the
ocean. It is clear, therefore, that certain of these tribes were
emigrants from Atlantis. Apparently the ancients gave the name
of ‘ Gauls’ to three very different races: to the Aryan Gauls
who came from Asia, to the descendants of the autochthons of
Western Europe, and to the descendants of the colonists, who
emigrated to Europe from a certain western country. Con-
cerning the Gauls and Celts the terminology of the classical
authors is often vague and I consider that the terms ‘ Gauls’
and * Celts * should be applied only to the refugees from Atlantis.
The following important indication, in addition to the discovery
of Professor Baudouin (see below its description), favour my
hypothesis.

According to Paul Gruyé (see his Fisites d’Art), the Celtic
buildings (dolmens, menhirs, and cromlechs) belong not to the
Neolithic, but to the Bronze Age. Gruyé considers that these
dolmens were sun-god temples and that the menbhirs, usually
arranged in the form of avenues, led to prehistoric tombs. In
Quiberon (Brittany), for instance, these avenues of menhirs
extend right into the ocean and disappear under the water. This
is doubtless a proof of subsidence of the land, which must have
happened very long ago. The avenues of these prehistoric
buildings, which were considered by some authorities to be
mausoleums and now are understood to be astronomical
symbols, produce a strange mystic impression during the calm
moonlight nights of Brittany. . . . Some investigators of the
Breton culture and folklore ascribe to these mysterious buildings
even a prophetic meaning.

It is well known that the sacrifices to the main Atlantean
deity, Poseidon, consisted of horses, and the ancient images of
this god represent him as driving six horses. Also the goddess
Cybele, whose cult was considerable in prehistoric times, was
sometimes represented as a horse. It is interesting to note in
this connection that there is a roughly made stone horse-head in
the Breton village Kervedal which itself is situated near Cap
Penmark : this latter name signifies in Breton ‘a horse-head.’

Paul Termier and Leurs Spence consider that the Cro-Magnon
race originated from Atlantis and, arriving in Europe about
20,000 years ago, brought there the oldest Atlantean traditions.
A. Meillet thinks that almost all European languages derived
from the Atlantean tongue. The amazing discoveries of Mrs.
Whishaw (see her Atlantis in Andalusia) corroborate the opinion
that the primeval inhabitants of Southern Spain were Atlaniteans.

All the above-mentione®d facts and conjectures permit us to
suppose that the so-called Celts and Gauls were nothing else
than various tribes which emigrated from Atlantis before and
also after its catastrophe.

The Celtic myths taught that the souls of the dead went to
a remote western submarine country called Avalon. According
to some traditions the famous King Arthur was taken in a boat to
Avalon where he will repose neither dead, nor alive, until the
Day of Resurrection. This reference to the submarine location
of Avalon may be a hint at the sunken fatherland of the Celts,
the continent of Atlantis. The word  Avalon’ signifies * The
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Island of Apples * and, perhaps, reters to the oranges which were
probably common in Atlantis. The Greek myth relates that
Hercules, in his wanderings westwards, visited the Gardens of
the Hesperides, the daughters of Atlas, where he found golden
apples. These gardens were situated in the far west, near the
giant Atlas, who supported the universe on his mighty shoulders.
Perhaps, the golden apples of the Hesperides were also nothing
more than the oranges of Atlantis, the powerful State of antiquity ?

According to Greek mythology the famous Elysium, abode
of the beatified souls, was situated in the far west, and enjoyed a
fine climate and rare fertility. Is not this belief an allusion to
the beautiful island of Poseidon, almost forgotten in the time of
Hellas, but kept as a dim remembrance by the Pelasgi, the
forerunners of the Greeks and also the probable descendants of
the Atlanteans ?

The oldest Egyptian papyrus, the so-called * Book of the
Dead,” places the abode of the beautified souls also in the far
west, in a certain mysterious Land of Amenti, which formed a
part of the Kingdom of Osiris. The Book of the Dead was
found in many Egyptian tombs and there is a considerable
difference between various versions : the largest one, consisting
of 165 chapters, is known under the name of the ‘ Turin’
papyrus. Some years ago the British Museum published the
facsimile of Ani’s version of this book.

Some Egyptian manuscripts give the name to this abode of
the beatified souls as ‘ Aaru,” or ‘ Aalu.” The oldest Egyptian
sources call it ‘ Sekhet-Hetep’ (‘ The Field of Peace’), or
‘ Sekhet-Aaru’ (* The Plants’ Field ’). It was described as a
fertile and well-irrigated land with a mighty river called * The
Heavenly Nile.” In a very remote epoch of Egyptian history the
Kingdom of Osiris was supposed to be in the Delta and the fer-
tility of the latter undoubtedly gave the ancient Egyptians the
idea of Aaru’s fertility.

In Aaru the dead enjoyed the gods’ society and were occupied
in the same way as during their earthly life: they ploughed,
sowed, hunted, and played various games. In the course of
millenniums the site of Aaru gradually changed until, finally it
came to be placed in-the constellation of Ursa Major. Some
other sources place Aaru west of the mysterious land of Tuat.
The latter was divided into twelve parts, corresponding to the
hours of the night, and each part was separated from the next
by a gate, guarded by serpents. Every night the sun-god Ra
sailed in his boat through Tuat. * The Extermination of Man-
kind,” a papyrus found in the tomb of the pharaoh Seti I
(1366 B.C.), gives us a detailed description of Aaru. This manu-
script specifies that Aaru was encircled by an iron wall with
many gates, to which converged mysterious roads, leading to
the sacred land.

The site of Arallu-land, the mysterious paradise of the Baby-
lonians and the abode of beatified souls, is indicated in the
Babylonian myths with more precision than we find in tke
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brisir (i15) Rider

Egyptian. According to the belief of the Babylonians Arallu
was situated in the far west in the middle of the ocean. It was
also the dwelling-place of Ut-Napishtim (the Babylonian Noah)

and his wife.
* * *

The Greek historian Proclus cites an ancient writer Marcellus,
who mentioned many islands beyond the Pillars of Hercules :
probably, he meant the Azores and Canaries, but the important
fact for us is, that Marcellus asserted in this connection, that the
inhabitants of those islands retained up to his own days a recol-
lection of Atlantis and its tragic end. Marcellus, enumerating the
Atlantic archipelagoes, says that one of them consists of three
large and seven small islands : one of the largest measured
1000 stadia in length and was dedicated to Poseidon, while
Proserpina’s cult dominated the other islands.

The nymph Calypso, daughter of the giant Atlas, is mentioned
in the Odyssey : Homer relates that the cunning Ulysses spent
much time in Calypso’s grotto on the island of Ogygia, which,
probably, was one of the Canary Islands. According to Homer,
in its middle stood a great mountain (the peak of Teneriffe ;),
and around the island raged strong sea-currents.

Diodorus of Sicily tells us that those universal seafarers, the
Pheenicians, discovered some big island in the Atlantic Ocean.
Probably, the Pheenicians landed in Cuba, or Jamaica.
Pausanias, that exact and scrupulous writer, mentions a group
of islands in the Atlantic Ocean, probably the present Caribbean
group, which he calis the * Sanrldea The same writer describes
also the adventures of a cerrain Carian, Euthymus, who was
obliged by a storm to land there and was met by some red-
skinned people, who wore long hair similar to a horse’s mane.
Pausanias did not explain how Euthymus returned home and
why his discovery did not give some practical results.

According to Strabon, many daring seafarers of his time
ventured to go far westwards. Plutarch, in his biggraphy of the
Roman general Sertorius, says that the latter, in fleeing from the
tyranny of Sulla, came to Southern Spain and met there some
pirates, who had returned from some islands situated about
1000 miles from Spain. These adventurers so much exalted the
climate, the fertility and the beauty of these islands, that Sertorius
decided to make them his refuge, but his companions declined
to accompany him and he remained in Spain.

These islands (doubtless the Canary archipelago) were called
by the Greeks  Blessed,’ and by the Romans ‘ Happy.” Horace
(£pod. xvi, 41) writes :

* Nos manet Oceanus circum vagus : arva, beata
Petamus arva, divites et insulas,
Reddit ubi Cererem tellus inarata quotannis.”

(‘ The Ocean, which surrounds the Earth, calls us. We direct
ourselves to the blessed fields of the Happy Islands, where every
year the soil of Ceres gives the crop without being cultivated.”)
Pliny (Hist. Natur. iv, 31-32) says, that these Happy Islands
are situated 750 miles west from Hades (the present Cadiz), and
that the Numidian King Uba (of Mauretania), visited these islands
and intended to develop there the production of purple dye.
Besides the detailed description of Plato, we find mention of __
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Atlantis in the works of Diodorus of Sicily, Pliny, Strabon,
Timagenes, Homer, Aelian, Cosma Indicopleustes, Proclus,
Posidonius, Plutarch, Arnobius, and Pomponius Mela. It is
proved that the ancient nations of the Mediterranean basin were
aware of the existence of a certain mainland beyond the ocean,
but sometimes it is difficult to establish exactly whether these
notions concerned Atlantis or America. However, in many cases
we can be quite sure that a given text concerns the New World.
Seneca, for instance, even explicitly foretold the discovery of
America :
“ Venient annis saecula seris

Quibus Oceanus vincula rerum

Laxet, et ingens patebit tellus

Thetisque novos deteget orbes

Nec sit terris ultima Thule.”

(** Medea,” 376-380.)

(‘ After many centuries will come the time when the Ocean will
tear the chains which bind the world, and will open an enormous
continent. Then Thetis will open a new world and no mysterious
Thule will remain on Earth.”)

Certainly, the Pheenicians were in commercial relations with
some American nations about 3000 years ago and certain classical
authors, relying upon the Pheenicians™ accounts, allude to
America. Plato, for instance, relates in his Dialogues that
beyond the Pillars of Hercules exist some archipelagoes, beyond
them a vast continent, and beyond that a great sea. It is clear
that Plato must have been aware of the existence of America and
the Pacific. There is no doubt that he received this information
either from the Pheenicians, or from the Egyptians : these latter,
with their very ancient traditions, could know about America
and the Pacific Ocean from the inhabitants of lost Atlantis.
Moreover, as the reader will see later on, the hypothesis of the
American origin of the Egyptians themselves is supported by
certain archaologists.

The classical writer Elian in his Paria Historia (111 Book,
Ch. XVIII), mentions the historian Theopompous, whose works
are now lost. Alian reports a legend, related by Theopompus,
according to which Silen once told the Phrygian King Midas
about the existence in the far west of a very extensive mainland,
inhabited by * Merops.” This mysterious nation was ruled by the
Queen Meropa, the daughter of the Lybian giant Atlas, who
supports the universe. Hercules, in the course of his distant
voyages westwards, met Meropa’s father. This visit of Hercules
is confirmed also by Plutarch in his work, On the Lunar Spos.
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'The Shadow of Atlantis Brrsir (16) Rider

Speaking about Atlas, Homer says : * Atlas knows every sea-
abyss and is the unique master of the High Columns (Gibraltar),
which stand between heaven and earth.” We have to understand
the expression ‘ Atlas supporting the universe ™ as a poetical
hyperbola : the Atlantean Empire had been so powerful that it
merited this description perfectly. The * daughters of Atlas;’
such as Calypso and Meropa, were evidently nothing else than
various provinces and colonies of the Atlanteans. Since Atlantis
no longer existed in Homer’s time, it is clear that the famous
rhapsodist mixed with his narrative the legends about Atlantis
and its power which stll circulated in his days, as dim recollec-
tions of a remote past. However, it is possible that some
fragments of the powerful Atlantean Empire, such as Tartessos,
for instance, still existed at that time.

If Plutarch in his treatise, On Lunar Spots, meant by the term
“ Meropa’s kingdom,’ a cerfain American territory, it would be
dlear that the Atlanteans also possessed colonies in America.
However, it is possible that Hercules did not visit America,
and that the mysterious Merops inhabited some province of the
Atlantean continent, spared by the catastrophe. But the Brazilian
philologist, Dr. Enrique Onfiroy de Thoron, is of a different
opinion. This authority discerns the origin of the word * Merop’.
in the language of the Indian tribe of Quichua (not to be con-
founded with the Central American tribe Quiché), which inhabits
the north-western corner of South America and consists of about
three millions of souls. The Quichua language is very poor in
sounds, of which, according to the linguist Tchudi, they possess
only fourteen. E. O. de Thoron cites the Quichua substantive
maro (* land, earth, country,” etc.); its genitive case marop is
employed in the sense of * native, aboriginal, born here in this
country, etc,’ and corresponds perfectly to the Greek gheghen.
Probably, says E. O. de Thoron, whenever the Pheenicians
asked the South American natives: ‘ Who are you? Where
you come from?’ they invariably received the same answer :
“We are of these parts, we are marop.” So, returning to Europe,
the Pheenicians remained under the impression that they had
visited a land populated by maraps, and this word, altered into
“ Merops, finally reached Theopompus and Plutarch. Later on
we shall see that there is a sufficient evidence for us to conclude
that the wanderings of Hercules westwards should be placed at
the end of the fifth millennium B.c., although Theopompus,
relating the conversation between Midas and Silen, adds that it
occurred after the destruction of Troy. 1 consider the dating of
Theopompus an anachronism.

In the nineteenth century there was discovered in Panama an
ancient vessel, full of Roman bronze coins of the third and fourth
centuries A.p. This find provoked great scientific interest, but
the sceptics, with a mystifying air, asked : ¢ Why the unknown
traveller of the beginning of our era took with him for such a
distant journey not gold, or silver, but worthless bronze? ' It
is easy to answer that question : probably the traveller concerned
landed accidentally in Panama, being brought there by a storm,
and his money was destined for an object absolutely different to
the paying of his expenses to the aborigines of Panama, who,
probably, at that time did not yet understand the value of any
coin. Some of these sceptics even claimed that they had dis-__
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covered the antiquarian who had sold these ancient coins to an
unknown mystery-monger. But why should the latter go as
far as Panama merely to mystify the archzologists ?

Europeans were not the only bold, ot shipwrecked seafarers
who in antiquity found occasionally the opposite American
shores. We have at our disposal one account which even proves
the inverse, i.e. the accidental arrival in Europe of inhabitants
of the New World. Pomponius Mela in his Chronographia
(iii, 5, viii), which is the oldest preserved geographical treatise,
and Pliny (Hist. Natur., i, 67), both tell us, that in 62 B.C. &
boat, full of red-skinned people of unknown origin, was thrown
up by the sea-waves on the German coast. The King of the
Suevians gave some of these men as slaves to Metellus Celerus,
the Roman proconsul of Gaul. This occurred soon after the
conquest of Gaul and the contemporaries, such as Pliny and
Pomponius Mela, supposed at that epoch that the Caspian Sea
had a communication through the Polar Ocean with the Baltic
Sea: therefore the arrival of Indians on the German coasts was
explained by the fact that they had made the tour around
Northern Europe, coming from Asia. But later on it was con-
cluded (Gomara, Historia general de las Indias, 1553; and
Wytflier, Descriptionis Ptolemaicae argumentum) that these
new-comers in Germany had been Indians from Labrador.

The French king, Charles X, bought once for the Louvre an
ancient bronze bust of one of those Indians of 62 B.c. from 2
certain Edmond Durand. The authenticity of this artistic bust
is beyond doubt and its Roman origin was established by the
archzologist Egger : it is a contemporary bronze effigy of one
of the mysterious new-comers to Germany of 62 B.c. It repre-
sents the head of a slave with very large and outstanding ears
and a sloping forehead. The skull is dolichocephalic, the supra-
ciliary arches being very prominent; the lips are thick and the
eagle-nose resembles perfectly an Indian one. In fact, it is
nothing else but the head of an Indian.

* * *

The priests of the goddess Neith related to Solon how the
Pelasgian city of Athenz was invaded by the army of the
Atlanteans. Certainly, we cannot determine whether thar
invasion was a war of conquest, or a simple punitive expedition
from Atlants in order to stifle insurrection among the popula-
vion of such a remote colony as Peloponnessus. . . . This
invasion * may even have been the last eddy of that migration
wave of Atlanteans which, according to Lewis Spence, was the
origin of the so-called Aurignac race and comprised those
inhabitants of the unfortunate continent who survived the great
catastrophe. Further, according to Plato, this Atlantean army,
which invaded unsuccessfully Athene, Egypt, and Lybia, was
finally destroyed by ° Athenians ’ (Pelasgi), Egyptians, and
African Getuls.
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Atlantis—Brrsir 17. R.

Professor Ludwig Schwennhagen affirms that the invasion by
the mysterious lbers-Gerions of Tartessos and Gades, circ@
1300 E.C., dealt a formidable blow to the prosperity of these
colonial states and resulted in their decadence. Tartessos, a great
and rich semi-independent Pheenician colony in Spain (near the
mouth of the river Guadiana), was also apparently founded by
Atlanteans : according to Strabon, the inhabitants of Tartessos
possessed chronicles 6,000 years old. The classical authors
affirm that Tartessos carried on a definite foreign policy and the
inhabitants of this mighty colony were much given to expeditions
beyond the high seas.

If the Pheenicians, Tartessians, and mysterious Carians were
not kinsmen, they were doubtless closely bound by commercial
relations, or even by political treaties. Side by side with
Tartessos existed another colonial state, whose capital was
Gades (presently Cadiz), which, according to the priests of
Neith, was founded by Gadir, the second son of Poseidon, to
whom belonged all tite region around Gibraltar. This myth
means that Gades was founded by Atlanteans, because Poseidon
was the chief deity of Atlantis and, to a certain extent, its symbol.
We possess information about Gades from 2,000 B.C.

Thus, it appears probable that the Atlanteans of both colonies,
under pressure from the Ibers-Gerions, retreated hastily eastwards
and invaded Hellas and Egypt, where they were finally defeated
by the Getuls and by the pharabh Rameses T

As to the Pelasgi, which inhabited at that epoch Pelopon-
nessus, it is probable that they, as well as Pheenicians, were
some other branch of the great Atlantean race, who emigrated
from the Plaro’s continent many centuries before.

Apparemiy a1l the ancient Atlantean colonies, including those
of North Africa, Etruria and the present Dalmatia and Albania
(Illyria), aspired after the Atlantis catn‘strophe to forr_n once more
one powerful state. All these countries were mentioned by the
priests of Sais as Atlantean dominions in the past.

The Brazilian philologist, E. On firoy de Thoron, even supposes
that the Atlanteans invaded Europe, together with the South
American * Antis’® (now the Quichua tribe, which inhabits the
Andean region). However, while such migrations and invasions
of the American tribes were probably possible during the
existence of Atlantis, by 1300 B.C. the continent-bridge between
Europe and America had already disappeared. ‘ '

The same gentleman believes that the study of South Am-enr:an
languages might give a key to the whole problem of Atlantis (see
his article in the Annals of the State Archives of Para, 1905,
pp- 5-37)- He analyses, for instance, the \fuord i At]!mt_ls,’ and
finds that in Quichua and in old Egyptian it would signify * the
land of high valleys.’ The wnrd_ “anti’ means in old Eg}fptian
“highly situated valley.” According to Plato, the mountains of
the sunken continent possessed many valleys, wh:c}_l were
situated high above sea-level. A part of the Andean l:ldge.il':
Quichua is still called ‘anti’ and its populatloln are ‘Antis.
Doubtless our geographical térm ¢ Andes derives from the
Quichua ‘ Anti.” The word ‘ Atlas,’ according to H. 0. dr.:
Thoron, is composed of two words : of the old Eg;,.:pnan atl
(country) and as,” which belongsb to ’qld Egyptian apd to
Quichua, This latter language uses " as  1n order to deslgnate’__
“ the property of . . .', Or to express the idea of permanence.
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But we can analyse the word * Atlas ~ also 1n another Way !
“atl’ signifies in the language of the Berbers ‘ water” and the
same significance of this word pertains to the language of the
Central American Quiché Indians (pot to be confounded with
Quichua).

As the reader sees, all these linguistical conjectures are built
upon rather a shaky foundation and in no case can be taken as

starting point for a truly scientific theory.
£ information concerning the existence of

The main source O
s of Plato, suffer from a very important

Atlantis, the Dialogue
defect : the information which we received from the Greek sage

originated with the priests of Sais and reached, through Solon,
the ears of the great grandfather of Critias. Thus, only after
three genemtions'it'f'é_ﬁ'fc:_ Critias, who in his turn passed it on
to Plato. So we see that the original information suffered six
subsequent repetitions which undoubtedly altered the main
story, omitting certain important details and adding embroidery
which did not belong to the original tale of the priests of Neith.

In fact, as the Atlantean public order, which the Dialogues
describe, resembles very much Plato’s own political outlook,
some scientists suspect that he simply invented the story of
Atlantis in order to present a practical illustration of the fitness
of his political ideas. It seems, however, that the traveller
Crantor, 3co years after Plato, saw in Sais the story of Atlantis
recorded on a hieroglyphic text and noted its full agreement with
Plato’s account.

We must keep in mind that, in spite of all these unfavourable

factors, Plato’s account, after 2,000 years of criticism, still remains
ially as modern investigations show that

a scientific problem, especi
this account contains much probable truth. Here are some

striking examples :

Describing the shores of Atlantis,
cemposed of white, black, and red ston
used for the building of all the edifices in t
The geological structure of the present Azores and Canary
Islands corresponds with this description and any traveller can
admire for himself the picturesqueness of their multi-coloured
chores : these islands, which were probably the summits of the
ridges of Atlantis, consist of white, black, and red calcageous
and plutonic strata.

Plato says that Atlantis was a country of fertile plains, sur-
rounded by high mountain ridges, rich in various metals,and
mentions an interesting, mysterious metal called * orychalkos”:
probably it was some allov now unknown and in my opinion
nothing more than hardened brass, or hronze. It has been proved
by archzological finds that the secret of the hardening of bronze
was known to certain prehistoric pations. Indians on the
Caribbean Islands, and Aztecs also, knew this secret. Some
facts show that the natives of Mexico still possess 3 method of

bronze-hardening, but jealously guard it from the whites.

Plato says their rocks were
es, which were also
he Atlantean capital.
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Atlantis—By1511 18. R.

According to the ancient descriptions, the Atlanteans did not
know winter, the climate of Atlantis being very mild and the
atmosphere pure and transparent, which is not surprising since
itisa well-known fact that the climate of Madeira, the Azores, and
the Canary Islands is still the healthiest in the world, as testified
by the many climatic stations on these islands.

Some years ago a French investigator, M. Paul le Cour, visited
the Azores in search of proofs that this group of islands is nothing
else than a fragment of Atlantis. According to his opinion, certain
details of the geological structure of the Azores, such as the basaltic
rocks, the black sand and the boiling streams, correspond
perfectly with Plato’s descriptions in the Dialogue Timaus:
M. Paul le Cour even hazards the suggestion that the large
* Lake of Seven Cities * of the island of Sdo Miguel covers with
its waters prehistoric ruins.

Further, the French investigator noted a very curious circum-
stance : the natives of the group of Azores never use wheeled
carriages and, although snow is absolutely unknown in the
Azores, employ sledges whose runners they grease to enable them
to negotiate the roads of the islands. The latter are paved with
pebble-stones smoothly polished by the sea-waves and the natives
reach a considerable velocity on their sledges. As regards this
peculidrity of local life, I must add that the Mayas of Yucatan
also did not know the use of wheels until the Spanish invasion,
and some legends and myths tell us that the Mayas came to
Yucatan after the catastrophe of Atlantis. P. le Cour explains
this peculiarity by the fact that the continent of Plato disappeared
before the invention of wheels. According to M. P. le Cour, we
have here an example of a millenary tradition which cannot be
overcome even by modern technical progress.

The Crizias dialogue tells how Poseidon’s trident, striking the
soil of Plato’s island, created two springs : one hot and the other
cold. We can see now in the Furnas valley on the island of
Sdo Miguel side by side two water-springs: one, of them is
remarkable for its low temperature and the other is boiling.

The Atlantean capital, the magnificent Poseidonis, is described
in detail by the Greek sage, but I feel that the author is somewhat
inclined to myth and fancy. For instance, I cannot easily trust
Plato’s account of many statues of pure gold, orychalkos roofs,
etc. However, this description of Poseidonis partly resembles
the account of Cortez to the king of Spain concerning the old
Mexican Tenochtitlan (now Mexico City). Itis probable that the
founders of Tenochtitlan, the Toltees or Aztecs, when building
their new capital, imitated the old one in Atlantis, their former
fatherland. Many interior citadels with large central squares
from which radiated streets, crossed by a multitude of canals ;
all these existed in Tenochtitlan as weil as in Poseidonis. The
numerous dams across those canals served for interior com-
munication and helped in the defence of the town during wartime.

The walls encircling Poseidonis were covered with copper, but
the wall of the main interior citadel was lined with orychalkos
which glittered like gold. In the centre of the main citadel,
situated on the three-headed mountain, stood the temple of
Poseidon covered with gold plates. The interior of the temple
was adorned with numerous gold and ivory statues, Plata
affirms that elephants were very numerous on the island,
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One gigantic statue represented Poseidon as driving six=
winged horses and stood very high : the god’s head touched the
cupola of the temple. Around it were many statues of Nereides
mounting dolphins. The temple was surrounded by golden
statues of the Atlantean kings and queens. Visits to Poseidon’s
sanctuary without special permission from the priests were
forbidden and those who disobeyed were killed for this sacrilege.

The Atlantean capital was strongly fortified and surrounded
by a triple rampart. The city was built on the slopes of three high
mountains and such a situation was analogous to the traditional
images of the god Poseidon, always represented with a trident,
as a remembrance of the three peaks which crowned his main
sanctuary in the island of Atlantis,

According to Plato and other authors, the state-system of the
Atlantean empire was theocratic. This information corresponds
to the political structure of certain American states before the
Spanish invasion. It is probable that the latter inherited their
public system from their ancient centre, Atlantis. Such were,
for instance, the states of the Mayas, Toltecs, Aymaras, and
Chibchas. All the enumerated states possessed the solar cult
and sometimes, as for instance Maya and Mexico, also the cult of
Tlaloc-Poseidon.

The king-priest of the Atlanteans enjoyed unlimited power,
and his orders were tantamount to the will of the gods. A com-
plicated hierarchy of numerous priests ruled the country. Sun-
worship and the adoration of Poseidon were the mainstay of their
religious cult.

We know that the catastrophe of Atlantis was preceded by
great inundations and strong earthquakes, after which, according
to Plato, ‘ during one ill night the continent sank in the ocean-
abyss.” We find in many classical sources clear allusions to this
catastrophe and some writers, as for instance Marcellus, give us
valuable details concerning the subsequent events. He says that
the spared Atlanteans emigrated to Western Europe. This is
confirmed by Timagenes, who received his information from
the Gaulic Druids.

According to the ancient authors, the collapse of Atlantis was
followed by the appearance of so much slime that navigation
was impossible for a long time. Many centuries later the
Pheenicians, sent around Africa by the Pharaoh Nechao, reported
that ships could not move beyond the Pillars of Hercules because
the water was too dense, and one or two classical authors saw in
this a result of the Atlantis cataclysm. But to me the statement of
the cunning Pheenician merchants seems somewhat suspicious :
was it possible that sea-storms and strong currents could not, in
fact, scatter, during many centuries, this slime-accumulation,
however large ? Probably the Pheenicians simply sought to
discourage possible Egyptian competition with their world-
trade. In fact their attempt was so successful that for the next
4,000 years no other seafarer ventured to explore the Atlantic
Ocean. It was called by medieval geographers * Mare Tene-
brosum’ (The Sea of Darkness), and until the memorable
expedition of Vasco da Gama not a single ship dared to undes-

take a voyage across the open sea.
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Atlantis—Brigri-—10. R.

CHAPTER 1I

HE existence of a large continent between Europe and

America and its catastrophic disappearance are, as I

said before, generally admitted by geologists, but
they talk in terms of millions of years. Such antiquity would
place the trouble long before the appearance of mankind on our
planer. My aim is to demonstrate that the catastrophe of Atlantis
occurred much nearer to our own times and was witnessed by
human beings well advanced in civilization,

Plato’s story has been attacked by many scientists. I will
mention here some modern adversaries of the Greek philosopher.

Recently A. Schulten advanced the supposition that Plato’s
description had in view not a continent or an island in
the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, but the city of Tartessos
already mentioned in this book. The ruins of Tartessos are
situated in the estuary of the Guadiana in Spain and have attracted
the attention of archaologists for many years. Their excavations
have proved the high cultural level of the ancient inhabitants of
Tartessos. The earlier mentioned book of Mrs. Whishaw,
Atlantis in Andalusia, gives much precious information concern-
ing the culture of that prehistoric nation.

As Tartessos probably was nothing but a colony of Atlanteans,
this high level of culture simply reflects the advanced civilization
of the Atlantean nation. Tartessos was probably founded by
Atlanteans either in the days of their prosperity, or immediately
after the catastrophe, when as refugees they were seeking a new
home. The hypothesis of A. Schulten, assuming that Tartessos
was the city of Poseidon described by Plato, cannot be accepted
because the calamities mentioned by the Greek philosopher
never overtook this powerful colony : its ruins stand on firm
land and give no indication whatsoever of having ever been
submerged, or subjected to destructive earthquakes.

A French geographer, Berlioux; published some fifty years ago
the History of the Atlanteans, [aspiring to demonstrate that
Plato’s Atlantis was situated améng the Atlas mountains, in the
north-western corner of the Afgcan Mediterranean shore. The
work of Berlioux is worthy of consideration and is supported by
many serious proofs. It is decessary to underline that the
opinions of the French geographer are partly confirmed by the
recent research of the German scientisg, Dr. A. Hetrmann.

Before I dedicate some paggs to his conjectures and calculations
I find it necessary to review certain statements of the ancient
geographers.

The classical authors record that very long ago a river, called
by the name of an ancient god Friton, discharged itself into the
Mediterranean Sea on the northern African shore. A city
dedicated to Poseidon stood on an island in the estuary of this
river. Describing the researches of Borchard, we have already
seen there were many Atlantean colonies in Tunisia and it is
possible that the city in the above-mentioned estuary was one
of them. According to the testimonies of the ancient authors,
this city had a circular shape with a radius of 656 yards. The
existence of a city of Poseidon on the North African shore has
been for a long time considered a fiction, like Plato’s story of
Adantis. But 1931 came and Herrmann found the vestiges of
Poseidon’s city in Tunis. The German scientist had worked
already for a long time in Southern Tunis, in the land of the
Kabils, on the archeological excavations in Shott el Djerid. His
researches some years ago justified the old hypothesis concerning
the large salt-marsh between Neftah and the Gulf of Gabesh,
which is callled now Shott el Djerid : this is proved to be nothing
more than the dried bottom of an interior sea, the * Triton’s Sea,’

ng years ago was connected with the Gulf of Gabesh.

—
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This discovery of Herrmann con s with the hvpothetical ~
) concords YP . ACCondn

map of the Mediterranean depression, which depression later,
after the formation of the Straits of Gibraltar, and the destruction
of the European-African isthmus, was called by the name of the
Mediterranean Sea. This map has been traced out by the Chilean
scientist, Luis Thayer Ojeda, whose works are mentioned in
detail in a later chapter of this book.

Orice the location of this prehistoric interior sea had been
determined, Herrmann began to seek also the Triton’s river. In
the course of these researches the German archzologist dis-
covered west of the oasis Fauah, under the sandhills, the vestiges
of a prehistoric city which corresponds in full to the ancient
descriptions of Poseidon’s city.

He found under one hill of sand and petrified slime clay
vessels of hitherto unknown shape, household goods and pieces
of ostrich eggshell with artistic carving. These ostrich eggs
evidently served for ornamentation, as they do even now in
Egypt, Palestine, Arabia, and Northern Africa. Dr. Herrmann
hopes to make much more interesting finds and, when the mighty
strata of sand and alluvium are removed, perhaps even to uncover
the ruins of Poseidon’s city itself.

The German archzologist is convinced that the priests of Sais
had in view this particular African city when they told Solon
about the Atlantean capital. Here Herrmann contradicts the
French geographer Berlioux, who placed Plato’s Atlantis more tb
the west, near the Atlas ridge.

Dr. Herrmann considers that Solon conversed with the priests
of Sais through interpreters, who might erroneously translate the
Egyptian measure of length, the shoinos, which corresponds to
one foot, as the Greek stadium, which is 6o4 times longer.
According to Herrmann’s opinion, this mistake had the following
consequence : Solon, as well as Critias and Plato, gave to the
Atlantean capital colossal dimensions.

The German archaologist came upon this conclusion by
chance : deeming the dimensions of the capital of Atlantis too
improbable, he tried substituting feet for stadia and arrived at a
diameter of 1750 yards, which corresponds perfectly, as it happens,
with the diameter of the ruins in Shott el Djerid. By this method
he found also that the canal, which united Poseidon’s City of
Atlantis with the sea, should be only 13 feet wide, which corre-
sponds again with the width of the ancient canal excavated in
Shott el Djerid.

Although Plato affirms that the island of Atlantis was in the
middle of the ocean, Dr. Herrmann believes that the ocean, which
according to Plato surrounded the island of Atlantis, was nothing
more than an interior sea, the remainder of which is now Shott
el Djerid. The German scientist found also the old bed of the
above-mentioned Triton’s river and the ruins are at its former
estuary.

These discoveries of Herrmann seemed to close definitely the
controversy between the atlantologists and their adversaries. All
attempts to determine the geographical situatioi of Plato’s
continent, or island, would also be settled for ever, if the con-
clusions of the German scientist were not met by some very
serious objections.

Firstly, Plato, writing about the magnificent Poseidonis,
could not have had in view a comparatively insignificant settle-
ment on the North African shore: he would not deseribe it in
such a high-flown style and with such numerous details.

It also seems unlikely that the priests of Sais would describe
an insignificant colony as a magnificent and mighty metropolis of
a powerful prehistoric empire. Also the ancient authors who
mentioned Poseidon’s city in the estuary of the Triton’s river,
wpuld inevitably retil alse the legends concerning Atlantis.
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Atlantis—Brrs11 20. R.
They evidently did not do so for the reason that these two cities
had nothing in common. '

Secondly, the disappearance of Atlantis was accompanied by
phenomena quite different from those which were involved in
the disappearance of the city at the estuary of the Triton’s river :
while the capital of Atlantis sank into the ocean, in the case of
the other town the sea receded from it and left it and the dry
river-bed a prey to the desert sand.

Thirdly, T feel Herrmann's hypothesis concerning Solon’s
erroneous interpretation of the shoinos is rather far-fetched :
Solon had lived in Egypt for such a long time that he could not
have made such a mistake, nor would such a serious thinker and
mathematician as Plato ever have been satisfied with careless
information. As to the dimensions of Poseidonis given by Plato,
I am inclined to think that they were not meant for the city
alone, but for its whole province. And finally : where in Shotr
el Djerid are the three peaks which, according to Plato, crowned
Poseidonis | I am also inclined to believe that the astonishing
results of Dr. Herrmann's calculations represent a simple,
although wonderful, coincidence. This coincidence cannot serve
as a criterion of the truth because it is very difficult to determine
the diameter of a city in ruins, so much the more when it happens
to be covered by desert sands.

* L *

My next point is to establish the ethnical connection berween
some Western European prehistoric nations and the Mayas, who
long ago inhabited a certain land in the ocean. This connection
existed in a very remote period and at a time when both sides had
already attained a certain level of cultural development. For this
purpose I cannot do better than refer to the recent discovery of
Professor Baudouin.

In the western part of the department of Vendée, in Brittany,
the estuary of the rivulet La Vie periodically suffers from very
low ebb-tides : they occur ordinarily at the time of the autumn-
equinox. One of these very low ebb-tides occurred in September,
1928, and Professor Baudouin profited by this occasion to explore
a certain rock near the beach. This rock of quartzite, called by
the local fishermen the © Large Stone,’ is usually very dangerous
to navigation because it is almost always under water. When
Professor Baudouin was young he had heard from natives that
the Large Stone was covered with mysterious signs and drawings :
this brought him to the conclusion that the rock was nothing
but an ancient menhir which at some time fell into the water,
or was inundated following some lowering of the shore.

On the day of autumn-equinox Professor Baudouin went in a
boat to the Large Stone and began to clean it of slime and sea-
weeds. This work was difficult because the stone was covered
by a thick layer of various deposits but, when the operation of
cleaning had been concluded, Baudouin saw amazing bas-reliefs
on the surface of the stone. The clay-moulds which he made
showed the following images : a disc within which is carved a
human profile, a carved human footprint, a mysterious letter, or
symbol, and a carved horse-skeleton.

The disk, or medallion, has a diameter of eight inches and the
human profile represents a musician because his lips are stretched,
as those of a man playing the trumpet. The forehead of the
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pronie 1s very sloping (this type ot torehead is called in French _ . —
Sayant), the skull is bra-{}f'; phalic, the lips, very thick and 7,5
protruding ; but the nose is exceedingly characteristic, being of / P
the perfect Mayan eagle-type. You can see this type of nose on  _———
all the images of the Mayan gods and on the Mayan statues. The

figure on the Large Stone has no whiskers but possesses a pointed

artificial beard, as have all the ancient Mayan images, and on the

top of the skull is a tuft of hair, also very characteristic of the

Mayan images.

Some details of the carving enabled Baudouin to place the
approximate age of this prehistoric sculpture at about the end of
the Neolithic Period, i.e. circa 9,000 years ago.

The French archzologist finds a complete analogy between
the types of the profiles of the Mayan sculptures and that of the
Large Stone : the two profiles on the bas-reliefs in the Palenque
ruins, e.g. are a striking example. The same striking resemblance
reappears in the images of Mexican deities in the Codices Cospi
and Borgia, the noses of the gods of which are practically identical
with the nose of the profile of the Large Stone.

The following still more interesting fact established by Pro-
fessor Baudouin and other French anthropologists, is that the
same noses as those of the profiles on the Large Stone and those
of the Mexican gods of various statues and images are possessed
also by the modern inhabitants of the country in the neighbour-
hood of the Large Stone and particularly by the inhabitants of
the village Marée de Mont. Many peasant families have inhabited
this region for generations, sometimes since the remotest times,
and minute investigations have failed to determine even
approximately the epoch in which their ancestors settled in
Brittany. Although it is true that similar researches among

easant families are in general quite inadequate because of the
ack of genealogical data, they still can show the remoteness of
their origin, which allows us to contemplate the influence of the
Mayan civilization on the aboriginal population of La Vendée.
At any rate the frequency of Mayan eagle-noses in La Vendée
and throughout Brittany is definitely established by the
anthropologists.

Baudouin’s discovery and the results of his anthropological
investigations, lend support to the hypothesis concerning the
existence in a remote epoch of a traffic between Western Europezn
shores and a certain land beyond the ocean. This land may have
been Yucatan, inhabited by the Mayas, but it is also probable that
some of the ancestors of the Mayas came from Atlantis. The
latter migrated eastwards and, coming into Brittany, inter-
married with the aboriginal population. It is also probable even
that the entire prehistoric population of Brittany was composed
of Mayas, especially since the Breton language bears a resemblance
only to Gealic, remaining isolated from the other European
languages.

Now it is necessary to turn the reader’s attention to that false
beard which we see on the profile of the Large Stone. This
imperial is so arranged that its point touches the upper part of
the chin and is analogous with those of many American deities.
While certain figures of the Palenque ruins do not possess such
imperials Baudouin considers that the latter images represent
priests and not gods.

The tuft of hair which we see on the profile carved on the
Large Stone is identical with those on the heads of Mexican
deities : e.g. we find such a tuft on the head of a warrior on
p. 37 of the Codex Telleriana Remensis, on the heads of the
*Masters of the Night’ in the Codex Cospi and on the head
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Atlantis—Br1§r1——21. R.
represented on a Peruvian vessel from the Chama ruins. One
prehistoric monument found in Albacete (Spain) represents a
mother with her child who also has such a tuft, and Professor
Baudouin believes that such tufts were signs of divine descent.
This scientist has no doubt that the bas-relief of the Large Stone
represents a monument of Atlantean culture and the multiplicity
of prehistoric effigies with such tufts of hair shows the spread of
this culture. T can add that the modern Coreans are adorned up
to the present time with similar tufts.

Professor Baudouin is certain that the profile on the Large
Stone belongs to a representative of the Mayan race and not to a
European of the Neolithic Epoch. The Large Stone itself
served as an altar and its situation was evidently selected
astronomically because one of the lines carved on its surface
follows strictly that of the sun’s movement during the spring-
equinox.

The French archzologist cannot explain the meaning of the
mysterious symbol, or letter, carved on the stone, but supposes
that the design as a whole represents the sun-god fecundating the
world with his mighty breath.

I have already mentioned the footprint carved on the Large
Stone : this symbol of unknown significance is very common on
prehistoric monuments and the Brazilian scientist Gustavo
Barroso (see his interesting work, 4guem da Atlantida) mentions
that analogous footprints are found everywhere, frequently on
the petroglyphs. 1 have seen such an image in Ceylon in the
large * Footprint of Bouddha’ in a Buddhist monastery and also
in Russia, in the monastery of Pochaieff.

The carved points of the skeleton of a horse on the Large
Stone point to the worship of Poseidon: horses were always
offered to this deity whose cult was the foremost in Atlantis.
Probably the Large Stone was an altar consecrated to this god
on the very same spot where the Atlantean emigrants, or sea-
farers, disembarked in Europe. Maybe the newcomers celebrated
on this altar a thanksgiving to Poseidon, the terrifying master of
the seas, for their safe arrival on the shores of savage Europe.

It is possible that not only the Bretons and Irish derived their
origin E—om the Atlanteans, but also the Picts and Scots: all
these tribes mixed with the barbarous autochthens of Europe and
with the Gauls and German tribes who came from Asia. This
hypothetical affinity between the Atlanteans and the ancient
inhabitants of the British Isles is supported by the following
find : some years ago in the Kelvin caverns near Glasgow was
found a splendid female trunk made of red sandstone. This
sculpture, believed to be 30,000 years old, is well preserved and
shows a highly artistic standard. Archzologists suppose that
this statue represents the goddess of fertility, probably Cybele,
or Kera, whose cult was widespread not only throughout
prehistoric Europe, but, according to certain investigations,
even as far as South America. On the other hand it is
highly improbable that any cultured nation able to create such a
refined statue as that found in the Kelvin caverns can have existed
in Europe 30,000 years ago.

* * *
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All the above conjectures, observations, finds, and discoveries
represent a variegated collection of data taken from many
branches of science : historic and prehistoric geography, topony-
my, anthropology, archzology, ethnology, linguistics, the history
of culture, mythology, folklore, etc., all these have contributed
to create our picture. A good deal of the data is contestable and
sometimes bears the mark of the personal opinions and con-
victions of the investigators, i.e. of a certain preconceived point
of view. But here I wish to cite the phrase of Immanuel Kant
concerning sundry mysterious phenomena, such as justified
predictions, apparitions, miracles, etc. The German philosopher
said : ** I do not believe in the reality of each single phenomenon,
or in the truthfulness of the narrators, but the multiplicity and
the conjunction of such stories convince me that the so-called
supernatural phenomena really exist.”

The same applies to the various proofs of the existence
in a remote epoch of Atlantis and its cultured population : they
are so numerous and came from such various sources that,
although each single proof can be contested, their general
validity seems to me more than satisfactory.

Among all these proofs we observe an intimate connection
although sometimes they belong to absolutely heterogeneous
scientific disciplines.  Other facts, conjectures, and proofs
belong simultaneously to two or three scientific realms and the
task of their classification offers sometimes serious difficulties.
Such a category of proofs sometimes represents a complicated
arabesque but its general aspect is very convincing.

Therefore the work of the atlantologist is akin sometimes to
the work of the archzologist who reconstructs an ancient
vessel from its fragments, or of the paleontologist who recon-
structs from a heap of bones and fragments the entire skeleton of
a prehistoric animal. So, for instance, Dr. Barnum Brown in
New York constructed out of some thousands of small bones and
bone-fragments the complete skeleton of a very rare prehistoric
lizard, the hoplitosaur, which inhabited the North American
forests about 120,000,000 years ago.

The scientist who desires to reconstruct the picture of Atlantis
has to do something of the same kind. He also is obliged to use
for this purpose a multitude of little facts, insignificant, as it
seems, archzological finds and various allusions scattered
amongst the ancient monuments, manuscripts, and inscriptions.
From time to time a hypothesis is necessary for the purpose of
cementing various indications and information into one eloquent
picture.

But the roles of the paleontologist and historian difter in one
very important point : the first knows at the very beginning of
his work the approximate aspect of an animal, the second
knows almost nothing and works at random. 1In the best cases
the outlines of the intended historical picture are dim and the
historian has to be very careful not to let his imagination run
away. As a result of such work the atlantologist will create a
merely hypothetical picture which can be used only as a basis for
the detailed researches to follow, but cannot claim to be a true
reflection of the remote past.

But we also have at our disposal weighty proofs taken from the
realm of the so-called ‘exact’ sciences, such as seismology,
oceanography, astronomy, zoology, and botany. We will

now examine them.
* - ¥
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Atlantis—Br1s511 23. R.

As we have seen, geology does not deny the existence in a very
remote epoch of a continent between the Old and New Worlds.
Moreover, the same science admits that various continents and
islands were submerged in various epochs by the oceans, or
emerged from their depths. We will cite some striking examples
of such changes on the Earth’s surface.

The Arctic Ocean of to-day, the Baltic and the North Seas,
for instance, are of comparatively late formation, because they
appeared only at the beginning of the contemporary Quaternary
Period. During the preceding Tertiary Period the site of these
seas was occupied by the so-called Pleistocene Continent, which
stretched from the North Pole to the Sahara, which was then a
sea. In the still more remote geological periods this area was the
scene of alternating replacement of sea by dry land and vice-
versa. It is known, for instance, that about 25,000,000 years ago
the territory of the present Scandinavia, Finland, and Northern
Russia was occupied by an ocean, dotted by numerous islands,
one of the larger of which, perhaps, corresponded to the present-
day Sweden,

The islands of this primeval ocean enjoyed the climate of
contemporary Algeria and Tunis and boasted of rich flora,
Twenty-five million vears ago, instead of miserable polar moss
and lichens, these Arctic islands were adorned with palms,
cedars, cypresses, euphorbias, sequoyas and a special sort of
tropical pine. These latter trees produced the aromatic resin
which, after 25,000 millenniums, petrified into golden amber.
Yes, however strange it may seem, the amber found in large
quantities on the Baltic shores is the token of the days when the
severe North of Sweden was a smiling region of the world, and
are a witness of terrific geological upheavals of long ago. For
this reason alone the story of amber deserves more than passing
attention.

It seems that millions of vears ago a gigantic catastrophe
devastated the above-mentioned large island of the Mezozoic
Period. Violent cyclones uprooted the trees and laid waste
tropical forests, destroying the abodes of billions of insects,
When the hurricanes were over, the surviving giants of the forests
attempted in vain to patch up their wounds by the secretion of
resin, which flowed abundantly from broken trunks and branches.
The virgin Mezozoic forests perished and later on the sea flooded
the land, covered by the skeletons of sub-tropical trees, buried
under a thin layer of their own golden resin. During the follow-
ing hundreds of millenniums this resin hardened in the water and
the sea currents dragged it to every corner of the newborn
Baltic.

A legend relates how once an unknown fisherman of these
shores, pulling in his net, noticed in it strange dark-yellow stones,
entangled amongst the seaweeds. Thrown into the cooking
fire, these strange light stones burned brightly, to the astonish-
ment of the fisherman. Thus was discovered amber, or * the
burning stone * (Brennstein in old German, later on—Bérnstein,
and at present— Bernstein).

It is not known precisely when and by what tribe amber was
discovered. Perhaps it was first found by the semi-legendary
Gutons, the ancestors of the Goths, or even by the ubiquitous
Pheenicians, who in antiquity adventured as far as the Baltic
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shores. At any rate, H. Schliemann’s excavations have shown
that as early as 2,000 B.c. the Mycenian kings placed amber
necklaces in the tombs of their favourite concubines. Chemical
analysis has demonstrated the presence in the Mycenian amber
of the so-called succinite acid, so characteristic for Baltic amber,
and it is evident that the Mycenian Epoch was familiar with the
Zamland amber beds, the richest in the Baltic. It is also
established that, hundreds of years later, the blackhaired Roman
matrons adorned themselves with ‘ German golden stones,’
which they bought frcm the Syrian merchants in the Via Sacra.
In the days of the Emperor Augustus amber was the most fashion-
able stone amongst the ladies of the Roman aristocracy.

Pliny dedicated much of his attention to Baltic amber and
recorded the hypothesis concerning its origin which circulated
in his days. The Greeks, for instance, supposed that amber,
or ‘elektron,” as they called it, originated from the hardened
secretions of certain sea animals, or even was simply sea-foam,
hardened by the action of the sun’s rays. The Greek myth
about Pheton relates that, when the irate Zeus threw Phzton’s
chariot into the infernal river of Eridan, the sisters of the un-
fortunate competitor of Pheebus were transformed into poplars
and for a long time shed tears which became amber. The great
Aristotle in the fourth century B.c. was the first to suggest
the correct theory of the origin of amber: this remarkably
versatile scientist declared that, in his opinion, amber was nothing
else than the petrified resin of certain trees. Pliny adopted the
theory of Aristotle probably because, serving in Roman cavalry
stationed on the Baltic shore; he had an opportunity of making
observations on the spot, w?ﬁch corroborated the insight of the
great Greek. The sound deductions of Aristotle and Pliny were
soon forgotten and in the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries we
come upon erroneous hypotheses, advanced by George Bauer
(nicknamed by science ‘ Agricola '), Bombastus Paracelsus and
even by the great Buffon. All of them agreed that amber is of
mineral origin, something like the asphalt of the Dead Sea in
Palestine. The opponents of Aristotle attempted to contradict
his theory by asking why only insects are found in this petrified
resin and never fish and shells ? The reply to this objection is very
simple : the sinking of the Mezozoic archipelago occurred at a
time when the resin was already so dense that the sea animals, or
fish, could no longer penetrate it. However, we know of several
incidents of amber having been found with small crabs inside it.
Amongst the 70,000 amber exhibits in the Koenigsberg Museum
not one piece contains seaweeds or fish, but one can see in many
of them the leaves of plants of the Mezozoic Period and about
2,000 species of now extinct insects, imprisoned in their trans-
parent golden sarcophagi. Pliny expressed the conviction that
such plants and insects belonged to the flora and fauna of Scan-
dinavia contemporary to his period. 1If the latter is really a part
of the above-mentioned Mezozoic island, we have to admire the
perspicacity of the famous naturalist,

In all, about 220 sorts of amber are recognized, but the best
is, as it was 3,000 years ago, that beautiful amber which, in the
metaphor of Pliny, resembles in its transparency and pale-gold
colour the precious Falerno wine.
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Atlantis—Br1511 23. R.

The ancients considered amber the best remedy against kidney
calculi and this reputation lasted into the Middle Ages: we
know, for instance, that Martin Luther wore permanently a small
amber necklace in order to cure his kidney affliction.

Millions of years separate us from the times when the luxuriant
islands of the Arctic displayed their gorgeous tropical vegetation
and filled the air of the Mezozoic Epoch with the spicy aroma of
fir giants of a species unknown to us. And that beauty of the
twentieth century a.p., who proudly displays on her bosom an
amber necklace, does not suspect that these golden stones are
an irrefutable and a most poetical proof of the gigantic changes
which took place at one time on the surfact of our planet.

* * *®

Among the submerged continents, the so-called Lemuria
particularly is worthy of consideration, because the fate of the
legends describing its disappearance, resembles the fate of the
traditions concerning Atlantis. Moreover, it is very important
for my subject that Lemuria, as it seems, disappeared simul-
taneously with Plato’s continent. Therefore, the hypothesis
that both cataclysms were due to the same cosmic phenomenon,
seems to me at least plausible.

The ancient classic authors affirmed that some millenniums ago
a vast continent with a highly cultured population existed in the
Indian Ocean between Africa, Arabia, and Hindustan, and
stretched much farther eastwards. In that remote epoch the
Moon (Selena in Greek), according to the said authors, did not
yet exist and so the inhabitants of the legendary continent were
called by the Greeks  Preselenites.” This continent enjoyed a
fine climate and great fertility of soil, and the Preselenites were
prosperous and happy. But suddenly the wrath of the gods
beset the blessed country and it disappeared in the ocean’s abyss.

We can find analogous traditions and myths concerning the
existence of Lemuria, also amongst the Arabs and Hindus. Fora
very long time these vague legends were taken by the scientists
for popular tales: but in the nineteenth century the famous
zoologist, Ernst Haeckel, advanced the hypothesis that this
mysterious land really had existed many millions of years ago and
had been the birthplace of certain species of mammalia called
lumurians. Another scientist, Sclater, went still further and,
supposing that this continent was the cradle of mankind, baptized
it by the name of Lemuria. According to these and other
scientists, Madagascar, the archipelagos in the Indian Ocean,
South India, Sumatra, and some Pacific islands are nothing else
than the remaining parts of the sunken Lemuria. In the opinion
of the English scientist, Blandfort, both paleontology and physical
geography unanimously confirm the existence of Lemuria from
the beginning of the so-called Perm Epoch until the end of the
Miocene Period, but other scientists suppose that Lemuria sank
much later, probably in the fifteenth thousand year B.c., or even
later. An earlier disappearance of Lemuria would make it
unlikely for the ancient Greeks and Hindus to retain any legends
concerning the catastrophe. Personally I think that these vague
legends concerning Lemuria were inherited by the Greeks from
the Pelasgi, or possibly the Pheenicians and Egyptians.

Some years ago Professor Stanley Gardiner organized an
expedition in order to explore the ocean between Africa and India.
After nine months it returned with a rich collection of data
concerning Lemuria, rebaptized by Stanley Gardiner under the
name Gondwana. The most important result of his investigations
was the theory that the sunken continent still existed in the epochs
of the giant lizards, but sank before the appearance of mankind.
Further, the English scientists established that this enormous
continent was very mountainous and some of its summits
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attained the height ot more than 10,000 feet. At that period
neither the Himalayas nor the Alps yet existed. Gondwana sank
very deeply and even its highest summits are 1,500 feet below the
waters of the ocean.

The opinion of Professor Gardiner concerning the date of the
Gondwana cataclysm, although based on his investigations, places
before us a dilemma. We must either conclude that the ancient
legends concerning Gondwana came to the Greek authors as an
inheritance from nations millions of years old, or else that the
methods of scientific investigation have failed and the conclusion
of Professor Gardiner is wrong : Gondwana disappeared not so
very long ago. . . . Personally, I prefer to await the results of
future, more detailed, investigations and not to form an opinion
at the moment.

But one apparently small circumstance among the classical
information concerning Gondwana perplexes me : as mentioned
earlier, the legend affirms that the population of Gondwana did
not know our moon. Here, we are in the realm of astronomy :
was our satellite always our fellow-traveller in space, or has it
joined us comparatively recently ? If the latter theory is correct,
when and why did the moon join our planet? What cosmic
EerturbatiOn brought the gloomy Selena into our neighbour-

ood ? . . . My reader will note :Eat many tribes have analogous
legends concerning the moon and its recent appearance in the
heavens. Many legends mentioned in this book tell that there was
a time when mankind was without the gentle moonlight.

Here is another example of an analogous character. The
Polynesian myths tell us about a mysterious continent which
existed a long time ago in the Pacific Ocean. Certain scientists
have believed that this land really existed and that the present
Rapa-Nui, or Easter Island, represents a remain of the sunken
Pacific continent, although the recent expedition of Professor
Lavachery has proved that Rapa-Nui never belonged to more or
less extensive firm land. On the other hand, it is quite probable
that a continent really has existed in the Pacific. Some years
ago in Southern Australia were discovered prehistoric cavern-
paintings : they belong to the cavern-men who inhabited that
country many millenniums ago. In those paintings are seen
artistic images of alligators, which never have existed in Australia,
and Professor Montford concludes that the prehistoric painter
could have found the subject of his creations only on the
hypothetical continent which once connected Australia with
South-Eastern Asia, or elsewhere in the wvanished Pacific
territories.

The South African Bushmen affirm that a long time ago a vast
continent existed west from Africa, but was sunken by the wrath
of gods. A curious circumstance connects this myth with the
Greek one concerning the Preselenites : the Bushman affirm that
at the time of that continent’s disappearance the Earth was lighted
by two moons. Later on we will try to analyse this myth, but
for the moment I would like only to attract the attention of the
reader to this curious circumstance : the catastrophe legends of
various tribes are often linked up with the moon,
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Atlantis—Bri511 24. R.

Among the hypotheses and theories concerning the processes
of modification of the earth’s surface, special consideration may
be given to the so-called * hypothesis of floating continents ” of
the Austrian geologist, Dr. Alfred Wegener.

Before giving an exposition of this interesting hypothesis [
would like to turn the reader’s artention to a very curious
circumstance : if we cut out of the map the outlines of cerrain
continents and bring them together, we will immediately see
that they fit perfectly. This is true, for instance, for the eastern
shore of Brazil and the western shore of Africa, for the eastern
shore of Greenland and the western shore of Scandinavia, for the
eastern shore of Africa and the western shore of Arabia, and also
for others.

Dr. A. Wegener dedicated some years to the study of this
strange phenomenon and finally came to the conclusion that at
one time all the firm land formed a single continent. According
to Dr. Wegener, this single world-continent possessed 50,000,000
years ago approximately the following outline: Australia was
the continuation of the eastern shores of Africa, Greenland
connected Scandinavia and Newfoundland, South Africa and
South America formed one territory and the mysterious Antarctic
continent filled the space between South Africa and the present
Patagonia. The continuity between Africa and America was
destroyed during the Cretaceous Period and the continents
began to drift apart like icebergs in the polar seas. During the
Tertiary Period occurred the same process for Europe and North
America, the Antarctic, Africa, Hindustan, and Australia.

So, in various moments of the Earth’s history, there gradually
occurred the splitting of the once single continent and its parts
withdrew one from another, floating in various directions on the
subterranean ocean of magma. We must remember that, under
the comparatively thin eartherust, there rages an ocean of
incandescent liquid lava, or magma, and that the foundations of
the firm lands are immersed in this ocean. Naturally, the mass
of firm land is subjected to the centrifugal force of the Earth’s
rotation : this force split the primeval single continent and its
parts began to glide apart with a velocity of about two miles per
million years.

According to Wegener, the separation of South America and
South Africa took place perhaps 30 or 4o million years ago, but
the separation, for instance, of Ireland and Newfoundland
occurred much later, about 3,000,000 years ago, and Greenland
left Europe very recently : only 50-100 thousand years ago. 1f
the latter event is correctly dated, it would have been witnessed
by the primeval races which inhabited Europe and Greenland
during that epoch. According to the opinion of Dr. Wegener,
this movement of the firm land continues to-day with various
velocities for different parts : Greenland possesses a maximum
velocity of about six feet per year in a westerly direction.

At first sight this theory seems to deprive the atlantologists
of one of their best arguments but later on I will show that
Wegener’s hypothesis is not really contrary to their theory.
Incidentally, this hypothesis is supported in the case of the
separation of Greenland from Europe by the very curious
phenomenon of the periodical migrations of the lemmings. In
Northern Scandinavia these little rodents represent a real calamity
for the farmers because, like all rodents, they are incredibly
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prolific. But when their number increases beyond the resources
of a given region they gather together in millions and depart.
They descend from the tablelands and run to the seashores,
destroying everything on their way : no obstacles exist for the
migrating lemmings and even mass-extermination by men,
wolves, and foxes cannot stop their advance. They continue
irresistibly on their way and upon arriving at the ocean leap into
the water and swim directly ahead until, exhausted, they drown.
Scientists have attempted many explanations of this strange mass-
madness of the lemmings, but the hypothesis of Wegener has
been recognized as the most plausible hypothesis. The Austrian
geologist believes that in the millions of years during which
Europe was nearly joined to Greenland the lemmings formed the
habit of migrating across the narrow straits, tempted by the then
splendid pasture-grounds of Greenland. And now, although the
distance between FEurope and Greenland has increased
enormously, the lemmings continue to remain under the spell of
their ancient instinct, expecting to land within a short distance
from Scandinavia.

It is very interesting to note that the Norwegian legends
affirm much the same: they report that the lemmings came to
Norway from a certain sunken continent and that when they leap
into the sea, they intend to swim to their birthplace in the West.

I agree with the explanation of Dr. Wegener, but I can hardly
accept the genuineness of the Norwegian legend : the reader
must remember that the Scandinavians, together with other
German tribes, came to their present abodes only 6-8 thousand
years ago, while the separation of Greenland from Europe must
have taken place at least 100,000 years ago. . . . Therefore the
Norwegians cannot possibly have any traditions concerning
the epoch when Greenland was a part of Europe. It is possible,
however, that they heard this legend from the ancient aboriginal
inhabitants of North Europe. But, if the separation of Greenland
from Europe really occurred in the period of the forefathers of the
Norwegians, we are obliged to reckon the velocity of the move-
men of Greenland westward at much more than 66 feet per year,
because its present distance from Norway is about 2,000 miles.

Wegener mentions various legends concerning a certain land
which existed in the Atlantic Ocean, and supposes that all of them
tell the story of the separation of Greenland from Europe.  As
the inhabitants of Wales possess a legend of the land of Avalon,
as the ancient Druids told about the same mysterious country, as
the Greeks possessed the legend of Atlantis, the Egyptians that of
Aaru, or Aalu, and the Babylonians that of Arallu, Wegener is
inclined to ascribe the origin of all these dim myths to the memory
of the separation of Greenland from Europe. The evident
consonance of the names Aarn, Aalu, Arallu and Avalon, and
the possible one of the term of Atlan, or Atztlan, permitted to
Wegener this bold suposition.

But I cannot agree with it. The similarity of the names of that
mysterious country which disappeared some millenniums ago
is really obvious : but I think that this similarity can serve only
as an argument in favour of Plato’s account and can in no way
lead us to suppose that Greenland was that legendary continent
and its separation from Europe was considered by the ancients to
be that terrific Atlantis catastrophe. The processes of the tearing
apart of various portions of the firm lands has been always very
slow and lasted probubly some millenniums, not possessing any
catas:rophical character. At first very narrow straits were form
and then slowly grew wider. Not even popular fancy with all
the millenniums at its disposal could transform this slow process
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Atlantis—B1r1511 25. R.

The appearance of Wegener's theory, in the opinion of many
scientists, gave a death blow to the Atlantis hypothesis, because
the new explanation of the origin of the Atlantic Ocean left no
room for any large continent, or island, between the New and Old
Worlds, But this conclusion was premature and short-sighted.
One must remember that the 50,000,000 years which separate us
from the splitting of the primeval conflict is a long enough period
to allow for the appearance, or disappearance, of new continents
in the Atlantis gap. We have already seen that the geologists do
not deny the existence of Atlantis in the middle of the ocean some
millions of years ago.

Wegener's hypothesis failed to solve the problem of Atlantis,
and destructive criticism was poured upon it from all sides. The
majority of the geologists sided against Wegener and sought to
defeat his theory by serious scientific objections. The critics, for
instance, do not admit that the dynamics of the floating continents
is either clearly or convincingly explained. Some scientists
explain the movement of the continents by radioactivity and
some others, basing themselves on the results of Captain
Williams' measurements, declare that Wegener has much
exaggerated the velocity of the movement of Greenland.

Recently another Austrian geologist, Professor . Keindl, added
to the hypothesis of A. Wegener his own conjecture : he found
that, owing to some unknown factors, the surface of the terrestrial
globe continually is on the move. Apparently this is a
consequence of the activity of the interior terrestrial gases, whose
pressure enlarges the volume of the earth and sometimes produces
crevices on its surface. Keindl agrees with Wegener concerning
the formation of the oceans except for the Red Sea and the Persian
Gulf, which were formed by the interior pressure of the gases.

CHAPTER II1

WILL now dedicate some words to the so-called * seismo-

logical* argument as it is presented by Moreux. Abbé

Moreux says that the volcanoes are always surrounded by
seismic zones. If a volcano is encircled by the sea, in its neigh-
bourhood there is always a zone of submarine earthquakes.
West from Portugal, for instance, there are many volcanoes ;
therefore Portugal, being situated in a seismic zone, suffers often
from earthquakes and subterranean eruptions. The largest
seismic zone of the Atlantic Ocean begins near the North Pole,
where the volcanoes of Bird’s Island and Jan Mayen are situated.
Iceland, in the same zone, possesses many volcanoes and geysers,
which are divided into seven groups. The largest voleano in
Iceland is Hecla: its eruption in 1783 covered the Scapta valley
with a layer of lava of 7 cubic miles in volume. The lava flowed
out of 500 craters, situated along a 12 miles crack. The eruption
of Hecla in 1845 lasted seven months and the clouds of volcanic
ashes reached Europe. Going southwards, we find in the same
zone the submarine table-land of the nine Azores islands situated
on the 50° parallel of the North latitude. This table-land serves
as a pedestal for five islands with active volcanoes and new little
islands often arise and disappear around the Azores archipelago.
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The phenomenon of the multiplication of eels is a very
important fact for our subject. It proves that at some time a
continent with a great river existed between Europe and the
Bermudas. Perhaps the Sargasso Sea is the survival of the
swampy delta of this giant prehistoric river and the eels, accus-
tomed during millions of years to spawn there in safety from their
enemies, have preserved this habit until to-day, when not only
that river, but the continent itself have disappeared.

There is another curious phenomenon from the same range of
biological proofs of the existence of a continent between America
and Europe. It consists of a peculiarity in the behaviour of
European birds during their yearly migrations to South America.

We possess accounts from many observers to the effect that
the birds, reaching the parallel of the Azores, invariably begin
to turn round and round above the sea. These pointless move-
ments of the tired birds can be explained only by their instinctive
recollection of the land which once existed in these regions.
The hereditary instinct of the birds prevails over their senses
and they look for this land in order to repose even if they cannot
find it. After an unsuccessful search the flights of birds continue
their long trip to the warm countries of South America, but next
year, passing over the region, where many millenniums ago
were situated the mountains of Atlantis, they will again search
for land.

Certain atlantologists of the past century have thought that the
fact of the world-wide distribution of some species of useful
plants and their non-existence in a wild state, leads us to the
following conclusion : all these plants were cultivated by the
Atlanteans, their primitive wild species disappeared, and it is
from the sunken continent that these useful plants have been
distributed throughout the world. The best-known plants in
this category are : wheat, maize, tobacco, the banana, and the
pine-apple.

The Hindu legend concerning wheat and the ° wonderful
kandali, i.e. the banana-bush, says that the highest spirits, the
protectors of mankind (the so-called Manu), brought them to
our planet from another celestial body more advanced on the
path of evolution than our earth. It is necessary to explain
that the banana-* tree ’ does not exist at all : it is an annual plant,
a bush, which multiplies not by seeds, which it does not possess,
but by off-shoots. As a matter of fact the banana-problem is very
interesting : when, where, and how mankind endeavoured to
obtain from a wild banana-bush (Musa paradisiaca, or Musa
sapienturn) this magnificent cultivated plant, which furnishes
food to millions of inhabitants in all parts of the world 2 You
can find the cultivated banana even on the solitary islands of the
Pacific, as well as in Central Africa, India, etc. The banana-bush
i a true benefactor of mankind : its fruits contain everything
necessary for man’s nutrition and are even used for the distilla-
tion of alcoholic beverages, its leaves and stems furnish fuel and
materials for roofs and its fibres are employed for the weaving
of primitive tissues.

The scientist Kuntze thought that the domestic species of
banana was created by the Atlanteans at the beginning of the
Quaternary Period, and that many millenniums of cultivation
were necessary in order to bring this useful plant to its present
perfection. But recently there was found in Brazil the so-called
pacoba, a wild species of banana which multiplies by seeds. Its
fruits are eatable, but not so palatable as those of the cultivated
variety. So the hypothesis of Kuntze failed in its part concerning
the exclusive role of the Atlanteans in banana-culture, Certainly

it is not impossible that they contribused. much- patience ané
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The volcanic activity there is very energetic: in 1867, for
instance, the island Tergeira was a theatre of seismic catastrophe
which destroyed an entire village and produced near the island
new submarine crater, which soon sank again in the sea-abyss.
South from the Azores is Madeira, an island of a volcanic
character, and on the 30°, North latitude—the Canaries
group, which represents another seismic centre : in 1909 occurred
a violent eruption of the Canarian volcano, Pico de Teyde.
Following this seismic zone southwards, we meet under the
20° latitude the volcanic group of Cape Verde Islands : one of
its islands, Fuego, possesses a volcano which is always in eruption.
All the neighbouring shore of the Gulf of Guinea, is strewn with
volcanoes: there are the volcanoes of Cameroun, Mongom{
Loba, Fernando Po, St. Thomas, Annobom, Ascension, and St.
Helena. Under the 40° of the South latitude we find the
volcanic group of Tristan d’Acunha, Diego Alvarez and Gow.
More to the south are situated the volcanoes of the Orkney
Islands, South Sandwich Islands, and Shetland Islands, where
the depth of the ocean attains three miles. Finally, near the
South Pole, there are two terrific volcanoes, Ereb and Terror.
West of this seismic zone, which traverses the whole ocean
following the line of the meridian, we see the volcanoes Mont
Pelée on the island of Martinique, Santa Lucia and others.

So, according to Moreus, the geological picture of the Atlantie
region is definitely clear: it is a very agitated and relatively
young part of the Earth’s surface.

I€ it is so restless now, it would have been much more agitated
some millenniums ago, at the end of the Tertiary Period, when
the volcanic processes were in the heat of their activity. There-
fore, the appearance or disappearance of more or less extensive
parts of firm land is quite feasible, and the Atlantis catastrophe
does not represent anything miraculous. Even now, analogous
events are registered in the Atlantic Ocean just along the described
seismic zone : in 1931, near the Fernando Noronha group of
islands appeared two new islands. Their appearance caused a
certain effervescence in the diplomatic offices of various countries:
some powers immediately sent their battleships there in order to
take possession of the new-born sea-stations, and an argument
seemed inevitable. But, fortunately, those two islands dis-
appeared again in the seaand simultaneously there disappeared the
cause of a possible quarrel.

An analogous event occurred in the eighties of the last century,
in the Mediterranean Sea : suddenly from the depths there arose
a little volcanic island, but existed only some hours : however,
an English ship had time to plant on it the Union Jack. This
little island was baptized Sabrina.

Lewis Spence, contrarily to the opinion of the geologists,
supposes that Atlantis sank not a great time ago, but disagrees
with Plato concerning the date of the catastrophe. —Spence
holds that the lava blocks extracted from the ocean’s depth near
the Azores were older than gooo B.C. and supposes that the
catastrophe must have occurred 13,000 years B.C. As the reader
can see from the next chapters of this book, Spence’s date
corresponds to that of the catastrophe which destroyed the
Tihuanaco culture in Bolivia. The latter date was calculated
by R. Mueller and A. Poznansky.

Further, Spence is of the opinion that not very long ago two
large island groups existed in the Atantic Ocean : one of them
included Plato’s Atlantis and farther west were situated numerous
islands. This last group was called by the ancients Antillia.
The present Caribbean Islands, or Antilles represent the
remainder of this archipelago. Some South American
archzologists suppose that * Adillia " is derived from * Adlantillas,
i.e. ‘ little Atlantis.’
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Atlantis—Br1511-———26. R.

Here is a brief exposition of the so-called * bathymetrical
argument in favour of the existence of Atlantis taken from the
work of Abbé Moreux. It is based on the somewhat eloquent
results of investigations of the ocean’s depths in the region of
the Azores and neighbouring parts of the Atlantic.

Examining the bathymetrical map of this ocean, i.e. the map of
its depths and bottom, we see that east from the Caribbean
Islands extends a vast submarine table-land. The average height
of this raised platform, called the Dolphin’s Ridge, is 9,000
feet. It extends along all the central and eastern parts of the
Atlantic, from Ireland through the Azores and Tristan d’Acunha
as far as the South Polar Circle. This table-land is divided into
three segments : the first is nearer to Europe, the second one,
to Africa, and the third to South America. So all the islands of
the Atlantic, save probably certain parts of the Caribbean
group, are nothing else than the summits of the ridges of the
above-mentioned submarine table-land. Its eastern and western
slopes either disappear into the deepest submarine valleys, or,
as for instance near the European shores, merge with the slopes
of the ridges actually existing on the Earth’s surface.

About 1860 a Swedish expedition attempted the first investiga-
tion of the depths of the Atlantic. Then Wyvill Tompson and
Carpenter began methodically to investigate the bottom of the
ocean. Their old steamer Lightning was nearly lost, but the
results of their work attracted the attention of the British Govern-
ment and they received a better ship, the Porcupine. In 1872 the
five months’ expedition of the famous Challenger covered 80,000
miles, making 370 soundings, 255 measurements of the submarine
temperature and 129 dredgings. These investigations showed
that the bottom of the ocean is not flat but presents a relief
like any firm land. Occasionally, depths over 7,000 feet were
discovered. The bottom of the Atlantic possesses two parallel
depressions stretching meridionally and separated by a ridge,
which occasionally comes out the water to the height of 6,000
feet. The western depression is 4 miles deep and the eastern
one, called Ross’s Valley, is only 3 miles.

Many oceanographic expeditions measured the depth of those
regions and a detailed survey resulted. The best-known work in
this field, apart from the trips of the Challenger and Porcupine,
belongs to the expeditions of the British ship Hydra, the U.S.A.
Dolphin and Gertysburg, and the German Meteor and Gagelle.
The Meteor, for instance, performed more than 10,000 soundings.
In 1922 two expeditions simultaneously discovered a long
submarine ridge extending from Cape Cod on the North
American shore to Gibraltar.

The famous French geologist, P. Termier, in 1912 read a
paper at the Oceanographic Institute of Paris, reporting the very
important results of his investigations in 1898 near the Azores.
During the laying of a cable between Cape Cod and Brest the
cable parted. This occurred at a point under 47° of North
latitude and 29° 40" of West longitude from Paris, i.e. about
500 miles north of the Azores.

It was necessary to pull the cable up from a depth of about
2 miles, During the work it was established that the sea-bottom
consists of rocky valleys and mountains and the dredge often
brought up solid materials, which consisted of nothing else
than pieces of glassy basaltic lava, or tachylite, Tts amorphous
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structure proved that it had been cooled under normal atmos=
fheric pressure : had it been cooled under the pressure of a water-
ayer 2 miles thick, it would have been crystalline. On the other
hand it is well known that lava takes about 15,000 years t0 dis-
integrate under water, Therefore it is clear that the lava raken
up by Termier came not long ago from a dry-land volcano,

Further, Termier tells us that the region of the sea-bottom
where the cable snapped, consists of rocks and meuntains with
very sharp edges, which shows that they were submerged soon
after the eruption. Were it otherwise, the erosive and abrasive
processes and the action of the breakers would have polished
away the sharp edges of the rocks.

P. Termier affirms categorically that the investigated region
sank during the current Quaternary Period and that mankind
must have witnessed this event. Moreover, according to the
same scientist, the catastrophe occurred suddenly : this opinion
of the famous French geologist justifies Plato’s account.

The following fact proves the organic union in the past
between the Old Continent and this submarine table-land ; the
western shores of Africa gradually and insensibly are falling in
a westerly direction until eventually they will tend to merge
completely with the submarine table-land.

An examination of the bathymetrical argument allows us to
conclude that the Azores are the surviving parts of a large island,
or, perhaps, of a true continent, which existed in the middle of
the Quaternary Period. In the next few pages the reader will
find a description of the discovery of K. Bilau and his conjectures
concerning the exact situation of Poseidonis.

Scientists suppose that the Atlas Mountains in Africa and the
Alps in Europe are a continuation of the Dolphin’s Ridge and
were also submerged comparatively recently. This hypothesis
seems plausible: apparently both folds represent a mutual
geological continuation and the Azores are the last link in this
chain of mountains and eminences, most of which is submerged.

The German scientist, Major K. Bilau, basing himself on the
newest maps and the exact data of the Geographical Institute of
Berlin, drew a magnificent map of the bottom of the Atlantic in
the region of the Azores. This map indicates also the submarine
depression of Cape Breton, which has been formed as a result of a
long erosive process. This submarine valley is 1} miles below
the surface, and Major Bilau has established that all the river-
beds which run from the Pyrenees and the northern shore of
Spain rush into this depression. According to Bilau, this
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the City of the Golden Gate is a layer of water 2 miles deep.
It is strange that the scientists have sought Atlantis every-
where, but have given the least attention to this spot, which
after all, was clearly indicated by Plata,’

1 share entirely the astonishment of this honoured German
scientist, and wonder at the inertia which still prevents many
archologists from seeing in the legends of Atlantis anything
more than a poetical myth.

* * *

Now | will dedicate a few words to the so-called * biological *
argument in favour of the atlantologists.

We see, for instance, that the animal species of the Azpres,
Canaries, and Maderia do not present any peculiarity, when
compared with the species of the continents of Europe and
America. The dew-worms of the species Oligochetes of the
Canaries are analogous to the South European species, the shell-
fish of the Atlantic archipelagoes resgmbled the Mediterranean
species, and the butterfly, Setomorpha discipunciet, is 1o be found
in Africa and America, besides the Canaries. The island of St.
Thomas, in the Gulf of Guinea, possesses six distinct species of
corals : four of them are to be found also in the Bermudas,
and one on the shores of Florida. On the shores of Senegal
live fifreen species of shell-fish, which we can find nowhere
save on the shores of the Caribbean islands. The mollpsk,
Oleacinida, is a very typical example for our subjecy : It ean be
found only on the shores of Portugal and in the Azores, Canarigs,
and Caribbean islands. This fact clearly shows that at ong time
a continent-bridge exjended from Portugal to the shores of
Mexico and Yucatan. Shell-fish attach their shells to the roeky
on the shore and multiply and expand only in determined zones
of the ocean, each species requiring a certain definite average
temperature of water necessary for its exjstence, Therefore, it
is easy to imagine that at one time the shore-rocks of that ancieny
continent-bridge were strewn with the shells of Oleacinida, but
thar when the bridge was glrestrnyr:-clj the shell-fish remained only
on the shores of the surviving parts, .

The structure of the Quaternary layers of the Canaries is
analogous to that of the Quaternary layers of Mauretania. The
sweet-broom, Adianthum reniforme, which lives now only in the
Azores and Canaries, has disappeared in Europe, but we can
find its fossil remains in the Portuguese Pliocene layer.

It is very interesting to note, that there was a time when lions,
tigers, camels, horses, and elephants lived in America: pale-
ontologists and archaologists have found many fossil remains
of these animals, so characteristic for the Old World. The
archzologist, Dr. Requena, for instance, discovered in the
ancient tombs of Venezuela the tusks of the forefathers of modern
tigers, the so-called sabre-toothed primeval tiger. In the sur-
roundings of the town of Natchez, in U.5.A., were found the
remains of Felis spelaa, the giant cavern-lion of the Quaternary
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brsrt (28) Rider

Period. Earlier scientists were of the opinion that the horse
was introduced into America by the Spaniards, but recently
fossil remains of the primeval horse were discovered in the New
World. The famous German aurocks, Bos priscus, was
numerous in Europe at the time of the Roman emperor Augustus,
but later on became almost completely exterminated: some
hundreds of this primeval ox, which is identical with the American
bison, were preserved in the famous forest of Belovej, which
belonged to the Russian Emperors, but their almost complete
extermination was one of the first actions of the liberated Russian
people during the Revolution of 1917. The few examples of the
American bison which were spared by the hunters (among them
he first and most famous was the late President of U.S.A.,
Colonel Theodore Roosevelt), are now preserved in special
-eservations.

The fossil remains of the camel were found in Kanzas and
«ecently, in 1934, the expedition of the Carnegic Institute dis-
sovered them also in New Mexico. The reader will probably
remember the above-mentioned myth of the Chibchas in
Columbia concerning Bochica : the latter and his wife came to
Columbia mounted on camels, which proves that camels disap-
peared from South America not long ago and that the primeval
races of the New World witnessed the presence of camels there.
Petrified camels’ bones, which are to be found in Bosa, a
Columbian locality, are worshipped by the natives.

New Mexico is situated on a desert table-land at an altitude of
6000 feet, and the fossil remains of camels have been discovered
in one of its solitary valleys. Scientists consider that camels
never belonged to the autochihonous fauna of America: this
supposition is based on the scarcity of such finds. Although the
atlantologists explain the presence of camels in America by the
fact that in some remote epoch they could penetrate there
through Atlantis, this hypothesis seems to be erroneous : on the
primitive paintings of the oldest Egyptian monuments all kinds
of animals are represented save the camel, which apparently was
not known to the first Egyptians. It appears only on the com-
paratively younger monuments, dating from much later, after
the disappearance of Atlantis. If camels penetrated into America
through Atlantis, the Egyptians’ forefathers, who, according to
Plato, were contemporaries of Atlanteans, would represent these
animals on their paintings.

If we do not agree with Wegener's hypothesis, we can con-
clude that the camels came to America through the isthmus
which once connected Alaska with Asia. The vestiges of this
{sthmus, the Aleutian and Kurile islands, were recently investi-
gated by Dr. Collins, a member of the Smithsonian Institute,
who discovered on these islands the traces of some plants which
are to be found on both sides of the straits, in Asia and America,
This proves that many millenniums ago the migratipns of
Plgms and very likely of animals through this isthmus was
passlble; pethaps the camels also used this way caming into
America from the Gobi desert.

As regards the elephant family, their fossil remains in America
are represented by numerous skeletons of mastodens found in
Florida, Mexico, Ecuador, and Columbia. This fossil species
is called Mastodonto humboldiii, because the famous German
naturalist was the first to find their remains. Near Bogo@ in
Columbia, abeut 7000 feet above sea-level, exists a vast field
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covered by innumerable mastodons’ skeletons entirely petrified.
Being under the impression that these bones belong to some
prehistoric giants, the natives call this site * The Giants’ Field.’
The existence of such a cemetery of mastodons makes us wondeg |
what calapity killed sp many of these antediluvian monsters #
and how did they manage to reach such an altitude ? were they
not caught and destroyed by the sudden rising of their pasture-
ground ' ' "

Some years agp in Marion (Florida) many skeletons of
elephants, mammoths, and mastodons were extracted from the
bottom of the Silver Springs. They were mixed with the remains
of a primeval race of hunters, evidently contemporary to those
giant pachyderms. The noted archzologist, Edgar Howard of
Philadelphia, says that this race existed 20,000 years ago.

Although until now the fossil remains of elephants have not
been found north of Florida, scientists believe that the oldesg
inhabitants of North America were aware of their existence.
Some examples justify this hypothesis. There are, for instance,
in Wisconsin, numerous mounds, or funeral tumuli, one of
which possesses a profile resembling an elephant’s head. It is
necessary to mention that the mysterious prehistoric tribe of
‘ Mound Builders * always gave their tumuli the shape of some
animal ; this custom shows that they had totemistic beliefs,

The archzologist John Short, on the page 530 of his work
concerning the ancient Americans, mentions the find in the
excavations of Towa of an artistically caved prehistoric smoking
pipe, representing an elephant’s head. The scientist Donnelly
affirms that elephants, or, perhaps mammoths appear very
often on the ancient American monuments. In fact, there is
no doubt concerning the acquaintance of primeval American
races with the elephant. It is enough to mention the images of
elephants on the old Mexican manuscripts. Unless these paintings
reveal intercourse between the Toltecs and the Hindus, which
supposition is at least plausible, they indicate that the old races
of Central America have seen elephants. Later on, in the chapter
dedicated to the Mayas, we will give more details concerning the
affinity between Toltec and Hindu mythologies, but for the
moment we will mention only the famous bas-relief at Palenque :
it represents the figure of a priest, adorned by mask, which
reproduces faithfully an elephant’s head.

If we take for granted, as we should, that there was a time
when camels, elephants, and horses existed in the New World,
we are confronted by two problems : why did they disappear ?
and why did the ancient inhabitants of America not domesticate
these useful animals and thus preserve them? We cannot
explain their disappearance by the unfavourable climate, because
horses, for instance, introduced by the Spaniards, were very soon
acclimatized, and multiplied. The Texas mustangs and the wild
horses of the Argentinian pampas also multiplied very rapidly
from a few heads brought by Spaniards from Europe.

* L] L
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brisrr (29) Rider

Now I would like to attract the reader’s attention to the very
curious phenomenon of the multiplication of eels, which clearly
proves that some millenniums ago there was in existence a con-
tinent between Europe and America. Aristotle was the first
naturalist interested in the multiplication of eels, but, not being
able to discover anywhere the spawn of eels, he passed on this
problem to the following generations of scientists, who, during
the next 2000 years, did nothing important towards its solution.
They could only establish that the eel, a fresh-water fish, yearly
leaves its abode in the European rivers and goes in millions to the
sea. If their river does not flow into the sea, the eels wriggle
across the land to another river which does. Once in the sea-
water, the shoals of eels disappear somewhere in the ocean until
they return to their rivers some months later. It was understood
long ago that they go into the sea for spawning, but, as to how
and where they performed this process remained a mystery,
particularly since only the adults were observed during those
migrations and no one had ever seen their young.

The Danish scientist, Dr. T. Schmidt, especially studied the
lives of eels and gave in 1922 the solution of the problem first
advanced twenty-two centuries ago. It turned out that only
female eels live in the European rivers and their residence there
is limited to two years. During this period eels often change
their abodes, crawling from one river, or pond, into another.
After two years the female eels begin to swim towards the
mouths of the rivers, where the males are already waiting for
them. Then the separate shoals of eels merge into a large one
and start their long journey westwards across the ocean.

They swim at a very great depth and, making 18 miles a day,
after 140 days of swimming across the Atlantic reach the so-called
Sargasso Sea, near the Bermudas. This migratory movement is
comparatively easy to observe, because it is closely followed by
dolphins, various rapacious fish, and flights of sea-gulls.
Reaching the Sargasso Sea the eels disappear in its submarine
forests.

It is necessary to remind the reader that this sea is six times
larger than the territory of European France, and is covered by
a thick tangle of sea-weed, which often even impedes the naviga-
tion of small ships. Our reader will, perhaps, remember what
was said about the Sargasso Sea by the cunning Phcenician
seafarers to the pharaoh Nechao : the same conditions exist in
the Sargasso Sea to-day. Incidentally the scientific expedition
of the American zoologist, Dr. Beebe, investigated this sea in
1927 and discovered there many new species of deep-water fauna.

The spawning of eels takes place in the Sargasso Sea at a depth
of about 1000 feet, and after this the females die. The new-born
eels soon start their trip to the European shores, forming one
enormous shoal 260 feet wide and 70 feet deep. At the beginning,
the tiny eels are transparent, but at the end of ‘their journey,
which lasts about three years, they become green, and finally
brown. Then, near the mouths of the European rivers, the
shoal of grown-up eels divides into two : the males remain in
the sea, and the females enter the rivers and begin their two-
year sojourn in Europe. Thus the eel represents really two
species : the male, a sea-fish, and the female, which spends one-
half of its life in fresh water.
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The Shadow of Atlantis Birsri (30) Rider

labour to the production of the best species of banana-bush, but
we cannot now suppose that Atlantis at one time represented
that centre of banana expansion wherefrom this plant was diffused
everywhere.

The same fate was reserved for the hypothesis of the pre-
ponderant role of the Atlanteans in the expansion of the cultivated
species of wheat : recently a Russian scientific expedition found
1n the Himalayas a wild species of this precious plant ( Triticum).

Certain scientists had supposed that the fatherland of wheat
was Palestine, but some years ago the famous Egyptologist,
sir Flinders Petrie, attempted to prove the Caucasian origin o
wheat. This scientist relates a legend concerning Osiris, which
is contained in the famous Book of the Dead : this legend tells
that Osiris taught the first Egyptians to cultivate wheat. But
this god came to Egypt from the Caucasus and therefore Flinders
Petrie thought that the seeds of the wheat must have been
imported from that country. Moreover, Flinders Petrie found
in the layers of the so-called Badrian culture (the oldest Egyptian
culture), wheat-seeds, which resemble very much the Caucasian
species. At the same time it was proved that neither Babylonia,
nor any other neighbouring land, possessed such a species of
wheat.” Only much later was the Badrian type of this plant
substituted by the Babylonian one.

It is interesting to mention here the account of a find made by
a group of Bombay students in 1933. This group visited the
ruins of the oldest city of Mohenjo-Daro in the province of Sind
(Northern India). This city is so ancient, that the Brahmin
chronicles mention it for the last time in 3000 B.C.

Wandering among the ruins of the prehistoric capital, one
student found a broken ancient clay-brick and within it a spike
of some unknown gramineous plant resembling rye. The brick
was dated 5000 years B.c. Evidently it chanced to fall in the clay
during the fabrication of bricks and had remained there ever
since. This discovery of the Bombay students has proved that
‘many millenniums ago there existed some Graminaa, which
produced later on by the way of evolution, or through man’s
labour, our modern species. Perhaps, the Mohenjo-Daro plant
is one of the intermediate species of our rye, which was diffused
on some vanished continent, e.g. on the earlier-mentioned
Gondwana.

The wild species of maize has not yet been found, but certain
scientists suppose that its fatherland is somewhere among the
Andean valleys : we find there numerous species of maize, one
of them with very large seeds. I have personaily seen seeds of
maize larger than one inch.

According to Professor G. G. Bondar, a noted Russian
naturalist, now working in Brazil, the wild species of tobacco
has now been discovered in America.

The origin of the pine-apple is as mysterious as that of the
banana : it is found in Asia only as a cultivated plant and is
known there from antiquity : we can see, for instance, images
of the pine-apple on Assyrian and Babylonian monuments. But
it is amazing enough that those images represent the American
variety of the pine-apple. In America for a long time, also, the
wild species of the pine-apple was _unknown, but recently it was
discovered in the Brazilian virgin forests.
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It is well known that certain plants are appropriated to definite
regions and are not found in others. So, for instance, with the
so-called * dragon-tree” : it is to be found only in the Canaries,
whose flora, in general, is very peculiar. This circumstance is,
it seems, another proof in favour of the Atlantis hypothesis.

In 1934 Professor Mangin read a paper at the Academy of
Sciences in Paris concerning the works of Professor Chevalier.
This paper provoked some polemics among the scientists because
Chevalier affirms that the aboriginal flora of the Cape Verde
archipelago has nothing to do with that of the Black Continent,
and that the African plants found on those islands derive their
origin from the seeds brought there occasionally by winds, sea-
currents, and birds. Therefore, these islands never were a part
of Africa: they are of volcanic formation and, according to
Chevalier, neéver belonged to Atlantis either. The French
scientist has reached the conclusion that the Cape Verde archi-
pelago originated from the Tertiary Period. However, these
islands were at one time inhabited by some advanced race,
because Professor Chevalier found on the rocks of Cape Verde,
at Sab Antio, some mysterious inscriptions.

The statements of Chevalier and Mangin provoked an energetic
answer from P. Le Cour, President of the French Society of
Atlantologists : he declared that Professor Chevalier was wrong
in thinking that the atlantologists ever affirmed an organic
union between the Cape Verde Islands and the sunken continent.
According to P. Le Cour, only Madeira, the Azores, and Canaries
can be considered to be remains of Atlantis. As to the Cape
Verde archipelago, it is nothing else than the continuation of a
submerged part of Africa, or it may have originated after some
seismic phenomenon.

As far as the value of the biological argument is concerned I
must say that although it is not so striking as the seismological
and bathymetrical, nevertheless it gives some indications in
favour of the Atlantis hypothesis.

* * *

CHAPTER 1V

CIENTISTS like Cuvier and Buffon admitted in the
beginning of the last century the so-called * cataclysmic
theory,” which affirmed that many modifications on our
planet occurred following great catastrophes, but later on
science abandoned this theory. The fresh hypothesis insisted
on the slow graduation of all processes on the Earth and on the
unimportance of the great cataclysms for the process of life. In
our times science is returning again to the forgotten theory of
Cuvier concerning the immense role of various cataclysms.
The priests of Sais told Solon how, after long periods, pertur-
bations occur in the movement of celestial bodies and great
catastrophes on our planet follow these perturbations. The
famous astronomer, the Abbé Moreux, affirms that the ancients
were inclined to confound the astronomical perturbations with
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The Shadow of Atlantis Birisrr (31) Rider

telluric and even meteorological affects : thus he cannot attach
to the words of the priests of Sais any great importance. Moreux
says that a collision, for instance, of the Eearth with any celestial
body like a comet, cannot be periodical, and perturbations in
interplanetary space have nothing to do with our ‘home-
cataclysms.’

I cannot agree with this opinion of the French scientist
voncerning the meaning ot the words of the priest. It seems to
me they had in mind definitely events of an interplanetary charac-
ter which influence the life of our own abode because the priests
mentioned the story of Pheeton, who, according to the legend,
was guilty of a great calamity which befell the Earth: as I
related before, Phaton burnt one-half of the Earth's surface.
We can easily see in this myth a poetical description of some
terrific cosmic catastrophe reflected on the Earth, but having its
source in some enormous astronomical perturbation.

Further, Moreaux combats the opinion of the scientist, R. M.
Gattefossé, who in his book, The Truth concerning Atlantis,
ascribes the priest’s words to the phenomenon of the so-called
‘ precession of the equinoxes’ and its consequences. These
consequences, according to Gattefossé, consist of alterations in
the position of the poles of the earth, which occur every 25,796
years. Certainly, the explanations of Moreux are sufficient to
establish that the Earth’s axis never can be almost perpendicular
to the plane of the ecliptic, as afirmed by Gattefossé, and oscilla-
tions of that axis never could provoke such a terrific earthquake
as that which destroyed Atlantis; however, the mistake of
Gattefossé consists only in the above-mentioned hypothesis.
But his fundamental idea, namely, the possibility of phenomena
in Space causing terrestrial cutastmplles, seems to me perfecti_v
feasible.

Moreux declares that even an exceptional accumulation in
some regions of the Earth of water (rain, snow, or ice), or the
movements of the magma within our planet, can provoke yearly
a shifting of the poles for only a few metres. Such slight altera-
tions in the position of the poles could not provoke any cata-
clysm. A serious disturbance would require movements of giant
masses, such as, for instance,sthe transposition of the whole
tableland of Tibet to the Polaf regions.

[ quite agree with Moreux ig his statement to the eflect that the
catastrophes which occur in int?éplanetary space are sporadic
and not subjected to any dgfinité periodicity. However, I am
inclined to think that the v%rdf" periodically,” as employed by
the priests of Sais, was nu iftnded to indicate any definite
recurring period, but was simply meant to state that these
phenomena occur again and again. Thus, not * periodically,
but © occasionaily * * terrible conflagrations occur in Space,” was
what the priests may have intended to convev. Certainly those
conflagrations have their fatal influence on the life of the Earth.
Moreover, 1 doubt whether the traditional memory of mankind
is long enough to retain even two such similar events, . . . Even
the Egyptians with their long history, enriched by the Atlantean
traditions, could probably remember only one of these terrific
alterations in the arrangement of Cosmos, that very one, in
fact, which the priest had in view.

Presently we shall see that there is enough material at any rate
for an attempt to determine the possible character of that
particular catastrophe.

* * *
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Although all the various celestial bodies in their everlasting
movements follow strictly determined orbits, sometimes sundry
collisions occur between them or their parts. To this category
of phenomena belong : the appearance of so-called * Nova,” or
“new-born stars’; the fall of comparatively large pieces of
planets and comets on the surface of other celestial bodies ; the
crossing by planets of the comet’s orbits near their heads, and
perturbations in solar systems ; shooting-stars and the common
aeroliths. Here a short survey of all the enumerated phenomena
would not be out of place.

From the epoch of the Greek astronomer Hypparch (second
century B.c.) until nowadays twenty cases of the appearance of
Novz have been recorded. The best known were : the Nova of
Hypparch (134 8.c.), the Nova of Tycho Brahe in the constella-
tion of Cassiopea (1572), the Nova of 1848 in the constellation
of the Serpent, the Nova of 1876 in the Swan, the Nova of 1891
in the Charioteer, the Nova of 1910 in the Perseus, the Nova of
1918 in the Eagle, the Nova of 1920 in the Swan, and the last
Nova of 1925 in the constellation of Pluteum Pictoris. Ordi-
narily the ° biography * of each Nowva is as follows : the first
few days following its appearance the new-born star possesses
considerable brightness, which grows continuously, sometimes
to equal the brightness of Sirius. Later on it begins to diminish
rapidly, and finally, the Nova either becomes almost invisible,
or disappears altogether. But the last one, that of 1925, has
proved to be most unusual : according to the observations of
the astronomer Finsen, it is a double star. The probability of
the appearance of such Nova seems to be very small: only
once during billions of years. . . . Thus our generation can be
proud of having seen a rare celestial phenomenon.

The appearance of Nova signifies always some giant and
remote catastrophe, a cosmic conflagration: two or more dark
celestial bodies collide and the energy of their movement is
transformed into heat, which instantaneously converts their
masses into an accumulation of incandescent gases. However,
although some scientists suppose that similar catastrophes are
due sometimes also to the explosions of interior gases, in the case
of Nova Pluteum Pictoris is very likely that it appeared as a conse-
quence of a collision of two dark bodies. Since both happened to
be similar in volume and mass, they began to withdraw mutually
with an enormous velocity like two billiard balls, Their distance
from each other in 1928 was a hundred times greater than the
distance of the Farth from the Sun and their velocity was 124
miles per second.

The distance of Nova Pictoris from us is 40 light-years :
thus this grear conflagration occurred in 1385, one century before
the * discovery * of America, but the ravs of light, which travel
186,000 miles per second, brought us the news about this
catastrophe anly in 1925, . « «
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«The Shadow of Atlantis Birsri (32) Rider

The Russian astronomer W. Voronwzoff-Veliaminof dis-
covered in 1937 a Nova which is exceedingly interesting because
it does not belong to our own galaxy, but forms part of the
neighbouring one, and is seen by us as a faint nebulosity. The
distance from us of this Nova is over 19,000,000 light-years, and
this circumstance shows the enormous quantity of light irradiated
by this newly-discovered celestial bod y. In fact, having traversed
such a distance as 19,000,000 light-years, its light is still strong
enough to influence our retina. .

The above-mentioned Russian scientist calculated that the
brightness of this Nova must be some billions times greater than
that of our Sun and a hundred times greater than that of the
nebulosity in which it exists, although the latter is composed of
billions of stars !

Evidently many quadrillions of years ago, somewhere in
the depths of the Space, occurred a gigantic catastrophe which
resulted in the birth of this Nova, but the news about it reached
us only in A.p. 1937. The quantity of energy liberated during
that cataclysm cannot be calculated. . . | Incidentally one
should remember that the source of the newly-discovered
cosmic irradiations is still enigmatical : it is not improbable that
these mysterious irradiations come to the FEarth from such
enormous conflagrations as those which give birth to Nove.

When a smaller body collides with a much larger one there
veeurs a fall of the first upon the surface of the second. The
falling body becomes heated to such a degree that an explosion
may occur and break it into numerous small pieces. Sometimes
the falling body does not explode, but enters unbroken inro the
larger one, forming one body which remains intact.

The telescope has permitted us to see the effects of a falling
body on one of the solar planets. The astronomer, W. Hay,
during the night of 3 August 1933, observed a large white spot
on the equator of Saturn, and informed the astronomer, Dr.
W. H. Stievenson, of his discovery. The latter immediately
made a detailed study of Saturn and concluded that this white
spot was probably due to the fall upon Saturn of a gjant meteorire,
The high temperature of the latter had caused an instantaneous
transformation of the surrounding medium into an accumula-
tion of incandescent gases. The fall of this meteorite produced a
large breach in the famous ring of Saturn, which could be
distinctly seen through powerful telescopes.  This gap was
20,000 miles long and 12,000 miles wide.

Catastrophes identical to. those above- mentioned are possible
also here, in our own abode, the old Earth - they have occurred
in the past; our generation has witnessed some similar ones and
our descendants undoubtedly will also see such cataclysms.

Apart from such catastrophes, our planet, like any other
celestial body, is always subject to the influences of our neigh-
bours in Space. These influences are various - they range from
the influence of our satellite the Moon, to those which reach us
from remote constellations, producing innumerable phenomena
in our home. The attraction of the Moon is the most evident
and ordinary example of such influence: it produces the
notorious phenomenon of the tides and the less-known pheno-
mena of similar tides occurring in our atmosphere and in the
subterranean magma. The air-tides are responsible for many
meteorological phenomena and the magma-tides for earthquakes
and volcanic eruptions. Undoubtedly the law of universal






gravitation takes a large part in many phenomena on the Earth :
it is, for instance, responsible for the uncommonly high ties
occurring during the so-called * conjunction of the planets,
which takes place whenever the centres of gravity of two or more
planets are situated on the continuation in Space of any terrestrial
radius. It is evident that for the point of the Earth’s surface
which is situated on the extremity of that radius the force of
attraction reaches its maximum, because it is equal to the sum of
attractions of the planets in conjunction. Thus such points
(" nadirs ’) are always the centre of a zone of considerable StOrms,
tides, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. Analogous pheno-
mena, sometimes of a catastrophical character, occur also on the
Earth when a large comet, possessing a considerable mass,
approaches our planet. The subterranean magma follows the
great force of attraction and rushes to the points of the earth-
crust which are nearest to the new arrival. Therefore, in such
events, various cataclysms are always possible: destructive
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, the sinking of more or less
vast pieces of land, the heightening of mountains and the appear-
ance of new islands in the ocean. Recently, scientists discovered
the striking connection between many geophysical and even
biological phenomena and the appearance of sun-spots. This
connection permits us to consider that certain social events, such
as wars, revolutions, famines, etc., may also obey the mysterious
influences of the Sun. From this point of view it seems that the
astrologers of old were not completely in the wrong when they
affirmed that the fate of every earthly being depends largely upon
the influence and position of the celestial bodies. . . .

Let us return from these general speculations to the (most
important for our subject) cases of collisions between various
celestial bodies and their parts. These phenomena are called,
according to their scale, by various names: we know, for
instance, of * the rains of stones,” the phenomenon of the falling
of meteoric dust, aeroliths, shooting-stars, bolis, and we suppose
the likelihood of there falling on our planet of very large cosmic
masses, perhaps, small satellites of the Earth, or independent
minute planets, attracted by the comparatively enormous mass
of the Earth.

We have to realize that the earth-crust, in comparison with the
Earth’s volume, is only a thin envelope : it is but 36 miles rhick,
i.e. only 1 per cent of the terrestrial radius. Thus this envelope
is less solid even than an egg-shell, which represents about one-
sixtieth part of the shortest radius of the egg. And we, mankind,
with all our culture, progress, history, etc., are nothing more
than the mould, which sometimes covers the surface of
ponds. . . .

Thus even a comparatively light blow on the Earth’s surface
could cause fatal consequences for mankind. I have not in view
the possible collision between our planet and any celestial body
approximately equal to it in volume and mass—such a collision
would simply destroy not only the life on our planet, but also

she planct itself : both badies would immediately be rransformed
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brrsir (33) Rider

into an accumulation of incandescent gases and thus a new star
would be born in Space. 1 have in view only collisions of the
Earth with comparatively small masses, such as, for instance,
more or less large meteorites and our unknown satellites. The
fall of such a body could provoke local cataclysms and possibly
some alterations in the mechanics of the Eapth’s rotation and
revolution,

Falls of aeroliths of considerable size are well known and
almost every Natural History museum possesses specimens of
such visitors from Space, but sometimes the meteorites are so
large that it is impossible to bring them into a museum, or to
find a place for them. As 2 rule, these large stones remain on
the spot where they fell. Such, for instance, are the famous
Pallas’s Iron in Siberia, the large meteorites of Greenland, of
Brazil, and some others. The celebrated black stone of the Kaaba,
in Mecca, the most important holy relic of the Mohammedans, is
nothing else than a large meteorite, fallen millenniums ago in
the Arabian desert.

Strange to say, the fall of meteorites played an immensely
important role in the history of culture : as a matter of fact they
almost always consist of iron and iron-oxides mixed with nickel
and some other metals, and scientists suppose that mankind made
firstacquaintance with iron through meteorites. Professor Quiring
affirms that almost all the earliest iron implements were made
from meteor-iron.

A chemical analysis of two iron ornaments of the fifth millen-
nium, found during excavations in Egypt, demonstrated a high
percentage of nickel, which proves the meteoric origin of the
material. The word “ iron ’ in the old Egyptian language signifies
“the heavenly ore.’ It seems that the smelting of iron ore began
only in the second millennium and iron metallurgy began in
ancient Armenia: we possess some old Armenian monuments
which mention metallurgy in 1490 B.c. On the other hand, in
the pyramid of Cheops were found iron works much older than
the Armenian ones, and we can only conclude thar they were of
Meteoric origin. As to steel, we find the first mention of it in the
letter of the king Tushratta, accompanying his gift to the pharach
Amenophis 111 : this gift consisted of 318 concubines, and of
a still more precious commodity, some steel daggers and
adornments.

The ‘rain of stones’ is a well-known phenomenon. It is
explained by the crossing, by our planet, of ‘clouds of the
meteorites,” which revolve around the Sun. These clouds are
nothing else than the remains of certain destroyed bodies,
planets, or comets, which still continue their revolution along
their ancient orbits as accumulations of more or less large pieces
of stones. The Jewish Bible (see the Book of Joshua, x, 11)
tells that such an event took place during a battle between Jews
and Amorites. When the Jatter ran away from the Jews, Jehovah
threw at them large stones from heaven, killing them in great
numbers.

The medizval chronicles have numerous records concerning
such * rains,” which were considered to be a manifestation of the
God’s wrath. Recently Professor Lacroix read in the French
Academy of Sciences a paper concerning geological investiga-
tions in the French Sahara, There js 1 region called Tanesruft,
which is known among the natives under the name of * The
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phenomenon and was not of earthly origin. I think that the
main question before us is that of the contemporaneity of several
floods concerning which mankind has retained a more or less
vivid recollection. If we demonstrate that the great floods of the
Celtic, Asiatic, and American tribes occurred at the same time as
the biblical Flood, the flood of Phoroneus and Deucalion, the
calamity caused by Phzton and Typhon and the cataclysm
mentioned by the Codex Popul-Vuh, i.e. about 7000—9000 B.C.,
we prepare a ground for the hypothesis that all these catastrophes
were connected with that of Atlantis. We are led to this con-
clusion also by some particularities in various analogous
descriptions : different traditions mention the darkness which
reigned upon the Earth during the Flood, others indicate the
volcanic and seismic activity which was developed by subterranean
forces during the Universal Deluge, still others affirm that one
half of the Earth’s surface was burnt and that some terrific signs
appeared in the sky. I dedicate the next chapter of my work to a
brief résumé of these traditions.

But it is also possible that vague recollections of the so-called
Pluvial (post-Glacial) Period are at the bottom of all these
flood-legends. 1If this hypothesis is true we must deduce that
before the last Glacial Period mankind was cultured enough to
preserve, at least in a mythical shape, a record of such an extended
and terrible calamity. The Book of Genesis, e.g. tells (ch. ii, 6)
that after the creation of the world, but before the creation of
men, water vapours rose from the surface of the Earth and
moistened it. Is not this an allusion to the Pluvial, or post-

Glacial, Period ?
& * *

It is a remarkable fact that almost all ancient tribes possess
more or less similar traditions concerning the Great Flood. The
ancient Greek legend tells us about the terrible inundation which
occurred during the reign of Phoroneus, the king of the Pelasgi
of Argos, and about Deucalion and his wife Pyrrha. The Celtic
legend concerning the Flood mentions the hero Dwifah, the
Persian, Yima, the Hindu, Waiwasata, etc. We find allusions
to the Flood in the Scandinavian £dde, in the Hindu poems of
the Rig-Veda, the Mahabharata, in the books of Hari-Purana, and
in the Part 111 of the Book of Manu. The French writer, Fabre
d’Olivet, believed that the yearly so-called * Feast of the Lanterns !
in Japan represents nothing else than a recollection of that
gigantic catastrophe. Only some of the African and Polynesian
tribes do not preserve any memory of the Great Flood.
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Valley of Thirst.” It is covered with innumerable little white
stones and thus the surface of the desert is very brilliant. Pro-
fessor Lacroix and the French geologists who worked in
Tanesruft for several weeks discovered that all these stones were
meteorites. Their weight varies from a few grains to 10 Ibs., and
chemical analysis demonstrated that they consist of iron, nickel,
and quartz. This rain of stones occurred in the Sahara probably
during the last century.

It has been established that a thin meteoric dust continually
falls from Space on the whole surface of the Earth. This dust is
composed of minute iron particles. It is easy to demonstrate
this phenomenon in the middle of the ocean, where any other dust
is impossible. In order to obtain this meteoric dust you should
place a sheet of white paper in any part of the ship, protected
from wind and the soot of the funnel. After a while you will find
on the paper numerous black dots : the microscope and chemical
analysis will demonstrate that these dots are nothing else than
the minutest iron particles of meteoric origin. The same pheno-
menon can be observed on the snowy summits of high mountains.
This dust has been settling down everywhere since the birth of
our Earth and will continue to do so for ever. The weight of
our planet is at present 6ooo trillions of tons; Professor Baur
has calculated that the average yearly increase of its weight, due
to the fall of meteoric dust and meteorites, is equal to 650 tons.
Thus, in one million years the weight of this increase will reach
650,000,000 tons. It means that every 500,000 years a hill
650 feet high, with a base of 150,000 square yards, is falling from
Space on to our planet. These figures seem to be unimportant
in comparison with the weight of the Earth, but we have to
remember that this increase has been going on for many hundreds
of millions of years. . . . Therefore this mass of meteoric dust
has contributed considerably to-the increase in the thickness of
the earth-crust and to the formation of the soil.

But the consequences of this phenomenon are still more
important in the realms of geophysics and even of celestial
mechanics : the increase in the weight of the Earth reflects on
its rotation and revolution. Moreover, the permanent increase
in that weight augments the intensity of the force of gravitation
of our planet and thus the probabilities of falls on its surface of
larger and larger cosmic masses. Therefore it is easy to predict
that in the future such occurrences will become slightly more
frequent.

Apart from the occasional falls of various meteorites, our planet
receives also periodical falls: twice every year numerous
meteorites fall upon the Earth. These rains of aeroliths, occurring
always in August and November, are known to the science as
Perseides and Leonides, because their ‘ radiants * (their visible
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The Shadow of Atlantis Bigir (34) Rider

centres of irradiation) seem to be situated in the constellations of
Perseus and the Lion. The public calls them shooting stars.
The Perseides represent the remains of Tattle’s comet, which,
owing to unknown causes, exploded some years ago: its
fragments continue to move along the orbit of Tattle’s comet,
which is yearly crossed by ours. Up to now our meeting with
this accumulation of the comet’s remains has represented only
a magnificent show of celestial fireworks, but it is not impossible
that in the future a large piece of stone might fall upon the Earth
and destroy a more or less extensive part of its surface. The small
meteorites, penetrating into the terrestrial atmosphere with the
velocity of 36 miles per second, burst into flames at the height of
72 miles and burn like a firework. Sometimes they leave a fire-
trace of bright white or green light.

Fortunately, cases of the falling of large meteorites are com-
paratively rare, although such phenomena have occurred some-
times in the past. Perhaps some of the existing islands and
rocks which stand sometimes solitarily in the middle of plains,
are nothing else than meteorites. A similar suspicion exists, for
instance, concerning the island of Elba in the Mediterranean Sea :
its geological structure permits one to suppose that Elba fell
from Space as a giant meteorite.

Sometimes it is possible to detect the presence of a large
meteorite within the earth-crust, thanks to the so-called magnetic
anomalies : the visible manifestation of its presence is unrest
of the compass. Near the place where such an anomaly is
observed, the compass oscillates and loses its faculty to show the
direction of the north. Such behaviour of the compass is due to
the presence somewhere in the vicinity of a large subterranean
iron mass the origin of which can be determined as only meteoric.
The best-known magnetic anomaly is at Kursk in European
Russia.

Some miles from Natchez in U.S.A., in the vicinity of the
Mississippi, exists a large cavity in the soil, resembling the
crater of some extinct volcano. The natives call this cavity
" The Devil’s Cup.” The compasses of steamers on the Missis-
sippi begin to be agitated even at a distance of several miles from
the Devil’s Cup. This large and deep cavity undoubtedly was
created by an enormous iron meteorite, which fell there very
long ago and since that day has remained deeply buried in the
earth-crust.

Another giant meteorite fell in the remote past in Arizona.
American engineers discovered there in 1891, in the middle of a
desert plain, a giant crater, and ascribed its origin to an unknown
prehistoric volcano, extinct since time immemorial, The diameter
of it is 1 mile. Only in 1933 this alleged crater was investigated
again and the scientists discovered that it is not of volcanic
origin, but that its formation was due to the fall of an enormous
meteorite. In its vicinity were found many fragments of meteoric
iron and chemical analysis proved something absolutely new :
the iron of that meteorite is mixed with . . . platinum ! By
means of a very sensitive apparatus the geologists discovered
that a mass of 500,000 tons is buried there at the depth of 735 feet.
Moreover, the approximate date of its fall was calculated: it
occurred 50,000 years ago. The American newspapers, com-
menting on this discovery in Arizona, state that a commercial
company will exploit this platina-ore by means of a new

metallurgical method.
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But all hitherto-known cases of the falls of meteorites are
nothing in comparison with the catastrophe of a similar character,
which occurred in 1908 in Siberia (to be exact, in the northern
part of the Yenisseysk forests, 800 miles from the city of
Turukhansk), in the wilderness of the Siberian virgin forests.
This meteorite was probably either a hitherto-unknown satellite
of the Earth, or one of the numerous asteroids. Here is the
description of this remarkable event written by the Russian
astronomer, Professor Kulik.

" At 7 o'clock in the morning of June 3oth, 1908, in the
vicinity of the river Podkamennaya Tunguska (61° North
latitude and 102° east longitude from Pulkovo) there was
precipitated on the Earth such a mass of cosmic matter, thai
the effect of its fall surpassed everything that ever was seen
before. Although it was a bright sunny day, the radius of
visibility of the flaming bolis in the sky was more than 360
miles. Thunderlike sounds were audible within a radius of
g9oo miles and the sound of the explosion within a 420-mile
radius. This meteorite had travelled through the terrestrial
atmosphere along a curve for not less than 300 miles. The
pressure of the air-wave was so great that it threw down men
and horses at a distance of 400 miles from the spot of the fall.
Apart from this air-wave there appeared a mighty seismic
one which spread around the Earth with the velocity of
347 yards per second and was noted by all observatories as a
catastrophical earthquake in Siberia. This wave, according to
the records of the Potsdam observatory, encircled our planet
in only 30 hours and was repeated. This meteorite brought
into the atmosphere colossal masses of meteoric dust, which
created the so-called “silvery clouds” in the sky. These
clouds everywhere in Western Siberia and Europe transformed
day into a lingering red twilight, because they spread imme-
diately over the whole surface of the northern part of the Old
Continent. They were observed everywhere in Europe and
their light was so intense that the scientist Max Wolff in
Heidleberg was prevented from making photographs of the
stars that night ; around the Black Sea it was easy to read a
newspaper at midnight on the 3oth June.' :
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Atlantis—Brr1§11——35. R.

Professor L. A. Kulik and the British astronomer Kirkpatrick
have calculated that were this meteorite to have fallen 4 hours 47
minutes earlier, it would have precipitated itself upon St. Peters-
burg and comp]etely destroyed the Russian capital. From the
spot where the meteorite fell there instantaneously arose a fire
column r2 miles high, because all the energy of the movement of
the bolis had been instantly transformed into heat.  Simultan-
eously with the Siberian meteorite there fell near Kiev another
small one. Professor Kulik, who visited the place of the Siberian
cataclysm in 1927, found pieces of the meteorite which weigh
150 tons. Therefore the total weight of the Siberian meteorite
should be estimated at not less than one million tons and probably
much more. The Russian scientific expedition of Professor
Kulik stated, that a wooded area within a radius of about 6o miles
has been mowed down as if shaved off : the giant Siberian larch-
trees and pines are lying with their tops outwards and all the soil
within a 12 miles radius is burnt. To-day the numerous craters
which appeared as a result of the fall of the portions of the
meteorite have been filled. As to the main part of this cosmic
mass, it is impossible to see it because it entered deeply into the
earth-crust. The natives still tell various stories concerning this
cataclysm of 1908 and describe the colossal fire-brand in the
sky.

Although the phenomenon of silvery clouds remains un-
explained, some scientists suppose that this meteorite was the
head of a comet whose rail consisted of a thin dust and therefore
the silvery clouds were nothing else than this dust floating in
the highest strata of the Earth’s atmosphere. But it is also
possible that the Siberian meteorite was a hitherto unknown
satellite of our Earth, or an independent asteroid, which
approached too near to our planet and was attracted by its force
of gravitation. The hypothesis of Professor Hoerbiger favours,
as it happens, the first supposition : Hoerbiger proved that all
celestial bodies follow orbits which are not elliptic, as it was
thought before, but represent the shape of elliptical volutes.
Thus the distance between a rotating body and its centre of
revolution constantly decreases. When this distance reaches a
certain minimum the rotating body, obedient to the force of
gravitation, rushes towards the central one. According to
Hoerbiger’s theory, this fate is reserved for every celestial body,
planet, comet, or satellite : sooner or later they will join their
central bodies, around which they have rotated for millions of
years. The Moon, for instance, approaches the Earth more and
more and its fall is only a question of time, but, naturally, many
millions of years separate us from this tragic catastrophe. Were
it to occur now the consequences would be immense: the
earth-crust would sink over the area of an entire continent and
on the periphery of this depression would arise many volcanoes,
or a volcanic ring like the present Pacific one. But were the
Moon to fall into an ocean, a new continent would appear and
the waters dislodged by it would inundate the whole surface of
the Earth. The aspect of our planet would be totally altered,
entire races would disappear mgether with their cultures, and the
possibility of establishing the origin of the spared tribes would
be completely nil. Before the historians and ethnologists of
future mankind a range of difficult problems would arise. . . .

To-day the Belgian astronomer, Professor Delporte, is known
as an authority on asteroids. This name, by the way, is givento
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the small planets which rotate around the Sun between Mars and
Jupiter. Their orbits are mostly concentric with the orbits of
these two planets, but often are placed on different planes. The
first asteroid, Ceres, was discovered in 1801 by the Italian
astronomer Piazzi, and during the last 135 years many other
small planets were found : the astronomical catalogue of 1936
records 1301 asteroids. Their diameters vary from 480 miles
to only 1 mile. Professor Delporte discovered many of them
and recently found two small ones, Adonis and Anteros. Adonis
possesses a peculiar orbit, which is elliptical, reaches almost the
orbit of Mercury, the nearest planet to the Sun, and passes close
to the orbit of the Earth. This character of the orbit of Adonis
offers some danger to our planet, because there is a possibility
of the small asteroid being attracted to the Earth and falling on
its surface.

In the beginning of February 1936 Delporte observed on one
of his night-sky photographs the presence of a short line. Such
lines always betray the existence of a planet, because they displace
themselves in relation to the fixed stars. Hitherto no such
line had appeared on the photographs of this particular region
of the sky. Thus Delporte realized he was in the presence of a
new asteroid, and he baptized it by the name of Anteros and
calculated its orbit. It transpired that Anteros passed in the
beginning of February 1936 only at a distance of 1,200,000
miles from the Earth.  This discovery was highly sensational,
because our nearest neighbour in Space, the planet Mars, rotates
at a distance of 48,000,000 miles from the Earth and the nearest
asteroid, Amor, never has approached us nearer than 9,600,000
miles.

Further, Delporte calculated that a difference of 1° 30" in the
inclination of the orbit of Anteros would be sufficient to place it
within the sphere of the attraction of the Earth. According to
the opinion of the Belgian astronomer, such a catastrophe is
likely. Anteros makes its way around the Sun within two
terrestrial years and in February 1940 will again be very near our
planet : the gravitational force of any planet it approaches on its
way can compel this small celestial body (the diameter of Anteros
is only 1-2 miles) to modify the angle of depression of the plane
of its revolution and thus compel it to penetrate into the sphere
of Earth’s attraction. Then the fall of Anteros upon the Earth
would be unavoidable.

Certainly, were Anteros to fall upon the Earth, the catastrophe
would not be universal, but only local. Although the weight of
this asteroid reaches one billion tons and its velocity is equal to
18 miles per second, its fall would provoke only comparatively

important calamities such as, for instance, earthquake or
inundation in some neighbouring region to the spot of the
cataclysm. The probability of this fall is one against 50,000 and
thus seems to be insignificant. But the reader should remember
the probability, forinstance, of gaining the first prize in the French
State Lottery : it is one against 1,200,000, i.e. much smaller than
the above ; all the same each owner of a ticket in the French

Lottery hopes to win the first prize. . . .
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Atlantis—Brij11 36. R.

Many times I have turned the reader’s attention to various
legends of different tribes concerning the Moon. The most
interesting for our subject are the following myths : the legend
of the Greeks concerning the Preselenites, who inhabited
Gondwana before the appearance of the Moon, the myth of the
Chibchas in Columbia concerning Bochica, who created the
Moon after a great inundation of the Funza valley, the myth of
the Bushmen, who affirm that a large continent west from Africa
disappeared at an epoch when there existed Two moons, the
Mayan myth concerning a great calamity, during which the
Great Serpent, i.e. a certain celestial body, was ravished from the
heavens, and the myth of the Tupis, who affirm that the Moon
falls periodically upon the Earth and a new Moon takes the place
of the old one in the heavens. The Aravacs of Guiana affirm
that the Great Spirit sent a double calamity to the world : at
first it was struck by fire and next a great flood covered the Earth.
We can add to this accumulation of legends the words of the
priests of Sais concerning certain modifications in the arrange-
ment of the celestial bodies, which are always followed by great
catastrophes on Earth. These priests told Solon of greatr con-
flagrations in Space, which occur from time to time when the
wrath of the Gods overtakes mankind. The Greeks possessed -
a myth concerning Phaeton, who burnt one half of the surface
of the Earth, and the Egyptians another myth concerning
Typhon, who elevated the sea-level by 6oo elbows, divided the
firm land, burnt one half of the Earth and inundated the other
half. The Codex Popul-Vuh relates that the god Huracan
flooded the Earth and a great conflagration was observed at that
time in the heavens. This myth and that of the Aravacs resemble
much the Greek and Egyptian traditions concerning Phaeton
and Typhon. St. Austin in his book De Civitate Dei cites two
authors, Adrast and Dion, at present unknown : these writers
described a great calamity, a universal deluge, which overtook
our planet at the epoch of Phoroneus, the king of the Pelasgi.
During this catastrophe there appeared in the heavens a terrible
flaming phenomenon, which was so mighty that it changed the
orbit of Hesperus, i.e. of the planet Venus. Undoubtedly some
great prehistoric cataclysm occurred, accompanied by an
exceptional cosmic phenomenon, although we cannot determine
its nature.

We will try to classify all these vague allusions into two
categories : certain of them affirm that a cataclysm took place at
a time when the present Moon didnot exist at all, and the others,
contrarily to the first, affirm that this cataclysm occurred when,
besides the well-known Moon, there existed in the heavens
another, or some celestial body apparently resembling our
present satellite. :

There arises first the problem of the date of that mysterious
catastrophe, related and described by wvarious ancient sources
from different aspects. According to some, it was an inundation
on an immense scale ; according to others, a sinking of a con-
tinent or large island, according to yet others, the fall of a certain
celestial body, or its disappearance from the heavens, and finally
certain sources tell of a world conflagration which devastated
the Earth.

Plato indicated 9500 B.c. as the date of the catastrophe of
Atlantis. The legends of the Bushmen, of the Chibchas and
Tupis, are so vague that it is impossible to obtain from them any
more or less precise date for their catastrophes. The Mayar™
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legend (see The Book of Chilam Balam from Chumayel) does not
give any date for the destruction of their ancient fatherland in the
ocean, but permits to conclude that the catastrophe in question
occurred some thousands of years before the creation by the
Mayas of an organized state of Yucatan. ]

According to the opinion of Professor Gardiner, the dis-
appearance of Gondwana occurred during the epoch when giant
lizards inhabited the world : at present most geologists and
paleontologists accept the theory that these colossal reptiles
began to disappear at the end of the Jurassic Period, i.e. some
millions of years ago, before mankind, let alone cultured man-
kind, existed. If we accept the hypothesis of Professor Gardiner,
we must place the disappearance of Gondwana also millions of
years ago, but in that case how could we explain that the Hindus
and ancient Greeks retained traditions of that old continent ?
If Professor Gardiner bases his hypothesis on some remains of
giant lizards found on the site of Gondwana, but these finds
could be easily explained by the survival of some isolated example
of these prehistoric reptiles up to the date of the catastrophe
and their presence does not necessarily imply a distant epoch for
the disappearance of Gondwana. [ mention in one of the follow-
ing chapters some facts indicating the survival of giant lizards
until times comparatively near our own. Moreover, recently
there were found the last living representatives of this once
numerous class of reptile on the solitary island of Komodo in
the Indonesian archipelago and alinost all natives preserve various
myths and legends concerning the struggles of their ancestors
against giant dragons and large serpents. Thus we are inclined
to date the Gondwana catastrophe much later than the end of
the Jurassic Period : it occurred probably ten to fifteen thousands
of years ago and the Greek myth concerning the Preselenites
represents evidently a tradition concerning a certain nation which
really inhabited Gondwana before the appearance of the present
Moon. It is even probable that this mentioning of the Moon in
Greek tradition is not without significance : perhaps the appear-
ance of the Moon may have coincided with the destruction of
Gondwana. . . .

The account of the priests of Sais, mentioning great * con-
flagrations * in the heavens, seems to be connected with their
tradition concerning Atlantis: perhaps that connection was
described in detail in the lost part of the Dialogue ot Crinas,
I doubt whether the Egvptian priests would have mentioned
conflagrations unless they considered that they might be con-
nected with the cause of the cataclysm of Atlantis. Therefore we
must hypothetically conclude that the last of such conflagrations
occurred during the cataclysm.

The identity of the Greek and Egyptian legends concerning
Phaeton and Typhon is evident: they treat the same event
from two different mythological points of view. Therefore we
can also hypothetically conclude that the catastrophes in question
occurred simultaneously. Perhaps the action of Typhon, who,
according to the Egyptian version, divided the firm land into
continents, can be connected also with the activity of the Hindu
deity and hero Priawata, whose chariot dug up the oceans and
thus divided the continents. -
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Atlantis—Brijir——37. R.

Now we come to the account of St. Austine in his work De
Civitata Dei concerning the flaming apparition in the heavens
during the universal deluge at the time of king Phoroneus. This
great inundation is known in mythology under the name of

* the Deluge of Ogvgeb and we will later on trear this event in
detail in connection with the cycle of the myths concerning the
deluge, or deluges.

As a matter of fact Phoroneus, according to some indications,

was contemporary to Hercules, and the epoch of the latter has
been always determined as the last century before the fall of Troy,
i.e. at the end of the second millennium B.c. But one should
remember that the legends of the ancients mention many heroes
with the name of Hercules : the classical historian Varron found
among prehistoric narions of the Mediterranean basin forty-
three different personalities who bore this famous name (see the
chapter of this book concerning the * Pillars of Hercules”). We
have some reasons to believe that the true Hercules, who visited
the kingdom of Atlas and ° created the Straits of Gibraltar,
lived at the end of the fifth millennium B.c. Thus, his contem-
porary, the Pelasgian king Phoroneus, should be considered as
living at the end of the fifth millennium .. also, and the
mysterious catastrophe called the Deluge of Ogyges should be
dated at about 4000 B.C

It is interesting to determine the nature of the dreadful
phenomenon in the heavens, which occurred during the reign of
Phoroneus. Taking into consideration the superstitions of that
epoch we can only suppose that it must have been a ;jlam comet,
whose enormous, flaming tail produced the impression of a
conflaragtion in the heavens. Its mass must have been con-
siderable, because, according to St. Austine, the mysterious
phenomenon influenced the arrangement of the solar system
and modified the aspect and movements of the Evening Star, the
solar planet Venus, known to the ancients under the name of
Hesper, the god of twilight. This giant comet, appearing in the
middle of the family of the solar planets, Cuuld easily influence
by its enormous mass the neighbouring celestial bodies and
compel some of them to approach the Sun, or to withdraw from
it.

Undoubtedly the Earth, as one of the nearest planets to Venus,
also had to suffer the fatal consequences of the comet’s proximity,
and various cataclysms on the surface of our planet must have
taken place during that remarkable period. The hemisphere of
the Earth, facing the comet in the moment of its least distance
from us suffered, perhaps, the fatal effect of a very high
temperature, while the other hemisphere was probably tormented
by terrific earthquakes and giant inundations due to the exception-
ally high tides of the sea-waters and unrest of the subterranean
magma. As the Egyptian tradition concerning the activity of
Typhon tells us that at its time the sea-level was augmented by
6oo elbows, i.e. about 327 yards, it seems to be very possible :
such exceptionally high sea-tides are not really miraculous or
fabulous.

Thus, uniting the Deluge of Ogyges with the exploits of
Phaeton and Typhon, we come to the hypothetical conclusion
that at about 4000 B.C. a giant comet produced a series of modifica-
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tions in the Solar system, followed by cataclysms on the surface
of our planet. Perhaps the widespread superstition that the
appearance of a comet is always a sign of impending calamities,
takes its origin from that distant epoch in the history of mankind.

I would like to incorporate in this combination of myths also
the story of Plato concerning the catastrophe, but T am prevented
by the exact date given by the Greek philosopher. The differ-
ence between 9500 B.C. and 4000 B.C. is too great, unless the date

-given by the priests of Sais is absolutely erroneous.

As the corresponding legends of the Bushmen, Tupis, Chib-
chas, and Mayas do not possess any chronological indication, we
are allowed a considerable latitude in conjectures concerning their
dates. 1 can say the same concerning the Gondwana catastrophe :
it might have occurred in the tenth, as well as in the fifth, or even
the fourth millennium B.c.

Moreover 1 could incorporate in the same series of remarkable
events the world-wide legends concerning the Great Deluge :
the deluge described in the Jewish Bible, for instance, is dated
3852 B.C., i.e. approximately contemporaneous (hypothetically
. . .) with the Deluge of Ogyges. But I prefer to examine the
problem of the world-deluges later on, in a separate chapter of
this book.

For the moment I would like only to mention the catastrophe
which destroyed the famous Tihuanaco culture in Bolivia. My
reader will find later on a detailed description of the archzological
finds in the Tihuanaco region, but here it is only necessary to
mention the discoveries of R. Mueller, A. Poznansky and K.
Bilau. The first two have established that the ruins of Tihuanaco
are 11,500 years old: a great unknown cataclysm suddenly
heightened the ridge of the Andes and the shores of the Pacific
in the regions of the present Columbia and Peru and simul-
taneously raised Tihuanaco by 2.1 miles. The work on the
construction of Tihuanaco city was interrupted, the builders
perished or fled, and the new-born capital was completely
abandoned. K. Bilau, by means of a very ingenious method,
confirmed the calculations of both scientists. Thus we have
another indication of some cosmic catastroplie which occurred
in the Western hemisphere circa 9500 B.c. This date is the same
as the one mentioned by the priests of Sais.

Therefore we are in the presence of at least two groups of
indications : the first refers to a series of catastrophes at about
4000 B.C. and the second has in view events which occurred about
9000-10000 B.C. Of course, it is possible that these indications
refer to two distinct cataclysms, which occurred at two different
epochs.

This contradiction in the chronology of the series of prehistoric
cataclysms is very puzzling for the researcher. However, 1 hope
that the complete deciphering of the Mayan manuscripts in the
future will elucidate this very important chronological problem.
Later on the reader will see that some collateral facts and con-
jectures incline me to accept Plato’s dating in preference to any
other.

But we have to overcome another discrepancy. Some of the
enumerated sources tell of the appearance of our present Moon
in the heavens during the cataclysm (the Chibchan version),
one of them (the Mayan version), of the disappearance from the
heavens of a certain celestial body and one, the Bushmen’s
legend, of the presence before the catastrophe of two moons in
the heavens. How can we reconcile these three versions ?
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Atlantis—B1r511 38. R.

It is comparatively easy to admit that, at a certain period
BEFORE the catastrophe, our planet possessed a small satellite,
Owing to its small dimensions and great distance from the Earth,
this satellite must have been seen only as a luminous point, or,
at the most, a very small disk, similar to Venus or Jupiter. On
the other hand the present Moon existed then as an independent
solar planet and its orbit passed somewhere between the orbits
of Venus and ours.

The irruption of the said giant comet into the solar system
produced the following modifications : Venus came nearer to
the sun and therefore became less visible to us than before, the
Moon was thrown aside, and, entering into the Earth’s
gravitational field, became an earthly satellite, and our old,
small satellite, thrown still nearer to our planet, fell upon its
surface.

Thus, this hypothesis gives an explanation capable of satisying
all questions concerning the contradictions in the legends of the
Greeks, Mayas, Tupis, and Bushmen. The Greeks, telling of
the Preselenites, had in view the present Moon, which was not
in existence at the epoch of the unknown cataclysm ; the Bush- .
men, affirming that the cataclysm took place at the epoch when
two moons illuminated the sky, have in view the old small satellite
and the newly-appeared present Moon, the Tupis are right when
they affirm that the moon periodically falls upon the Earth, and
the Mayan Codex Chilam Balam, telling of the ravishment of
the Great Serpent from the heavens, has in view the fallen
small satellite.

Parallel to all these vague legends and allusions 1 wish to
mention a very curious observation: some cultured, or semi-
cultured, nations of the Old and New Worlds at a certain epoch
felt the necessity to change their primitive and natural solar
calendar either into a lunar one, or into a mixed solar-lunar one.
Such a modification of the calendars was introduced, for instance
by the Babylonians at an undetermined epoch and by the Mayas
at the epoch of the Nahoan invasion. Although the date of the
latter has not yet been established, some researchers consider
that the Nahoan race came into Yucatan about 4,000 years B.C.
The codex ‘ Chilan Balam from Chumayel’ affirms that at the
epoch of the ruin of the Itza culture the race of Nahoa, which
occupied the former ltza territories, introduced some religious
and astronomical reforms, and the solar cult, which up to that
time had dominated, began to give way little by little to lunar
rituals. What was the reason for such a modification 7 Perhaps
it was the appearance of a new luminary in the heavens, the
present Moon, which compelled prehistoric nations to modify
their religious-astronomical conceptions.

An ancient historian, the priest Manethon, affirms that the
Egyptians possessed a chronology from 11542 B.c. Probably
this year was chosen by the pre-Egyptians as an era, following
some unknown important event which took place in 11542 B.C.
Some indications show that this Primeval pre-Egyptian calendar
was a lunar one. Later on, in 4241 B.C., this ancient system of
chronology was changed for a solar calendar with twelve months
and five supplementary days, instead of thirteen months and one
supplementary day. Thus, the process of calendar reform in
Egypt seems to be just the opposite of the Babylonian and Mayan,
although the Jews, who seemed in a position to adopt the
Egyptian system of chronology, or, perhaps, the Babylonian one;
remained faithful to the lunar calendar.
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Scientists consider that the great inclination of the Earth’s axis
in relation to the plane of the ecliptic is due to the fact that at
some time our planet suffered a strong blow from a giant
meteorite and thus its axis became inclined. Let us see if there
are any objective proofs for the possibility of such an event in
the past.

The well-established phenomenon of the nutation of the
poles consists of the following, The extremities of the Earth’s
axis, i.e. the poles, are not immobile but are constantly oscillating.
Thus this axis deviates from the theoretical one, maintaining
always an angle with the latter equal to 3° 30’. In reality this
movement of the poles is much more complex, but it would be
out of place here to enter into the details of this interesting,
but intricate, phenomenon. It is, however, necessary to point
out that the amplitude of the nutation has gradually diminished :
thus, everything occurs in such a way, as if our planet at some
time suffered a strong blow which altered the previous angle of
its axis with the perpendicular to the plane of the ecliptic, bringing
it to the present roughly calculated 29 30",

Scientists affirm that while this angle was never equal to o°, at
some time it must have been much less than now. The inclination
of the Earth’s axis caused the alternation of tl.e seasons and there-
fore reflected on the life of plants, animals and men. Before this
hypothetical event the whole surface of the Earth was divided
into zones, each with its own perpetual average temperature :
thus, like some other planets of the solar system, our Earth had
zones of eternal winter, summer, and spring.

The same or some other blow provoked the phenomenon of
the nutation of the poles: the axis of our planet cannot re-
stabilize now, and continues to oscillate like a disturbed pendulum.
The fact of the lessening of the amplitude of the nutation perfectly

., proves this conjecture.

' That popular toy, the spinning-top, gives a beautiful
illustration to this hypothesis : if, during the rotation of the
spinning-top you strike it slightly, the axis of the toy will
become inclined towards the floor and, although the spinning-top
will continue its rotation and revolution, its poles will slightly
oscillate with a constantly diminishing amplitude.

Although the famous French astronomer, the Abbé Moreux,
affirms that any sudden modification of the angle of the Earth’s
axis could not provoke an instantaneous modification in climate,
nevertheless the instantaneous mass-death of the Siberian mam-
moths constitutes a very convincing proof of the possibility of
such a catastrophical change. I will examine here in detail this
interesting phenomenon.

* * *

According to the oldest Chinese chronicles, the first mammoth
tusks were brought to China from the distant north-eastern
regions of Siberia in the fourth century A.p. From that epoch
until now, i.e. during 1600 years, many thousands of tons of
these tusks have been sold by the Siberian natives to the Chinese.

Even now North-Eastern Siberia and the Novosibirsk archi-
pelago furnish two thirds of the entire world-outpur of ivory.
During the last 150 years an average amount of 250 mammoths
has been exhumed in the zone of the everlasting frozen strata of
Polar Siberia. Therefore, Russia, where elephants can be found
only in menageries and zoological gardens, is the leading supplier
of ivory for the whole world.

The carcases and skeletons of the mammoths are found not
very deeply buried under the ice and frozen soil of the Arctic
zone : the low temperature has been responsible for the preserva-
tion of those giant corpses in a state of perfect freshness. Pallas,
who visited these regions in the eighteenth century, tells us that
he ate a steak of mammoth flesh and found it very palatable.
Arctic foxes eat the carcases of the mammoths and the natives are
always eager to feast themselves upon flesh many thousands of
years old, and feed their dogs with it. The age of the strata
where the mammoths’ remains are found, is approximately
12000 Vvieart
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Some years before the Great War the carcass of a mammoth’s
cub was brought to St. Petersburg ; it was well preserved and
was brought within the enormous block of ice in which it was
found. The trip of about 7,800 miles from the Novosibirsk
archipelago to the Russian capital, which lasted several months,
did not cause any deterioration in the 12,000 year old carcass,
which remained as fresh as any piece of meat in the butchery.
The Russian scientists profited by this occasion in order to make
some histological investigations, and the flesh of the mammoth
was then used for gastronomical purposes: the cook of the
Geological Museum made some magnificent steaks out of it and
the members of the Academy of Sciences were delighted with
this prehistoric meal.

But the finds of entire well-preserved carcasses are now com-
paratively rare : during the last 150 years only 84 such remains
have been found and the others were only more or less well-
preserved skeletons. An analysis of the undigested food in the
stomachs of the mammoths showed that those giant pachyderms
fed almost exclusively on the needles of pines, larch-trees and firs,
which formed at that epoch enormous forests in the Arctic zone
of Siberia. At present all this rich flora has disappeared and in its
place there grow only dwarf-birches, lichens, and polar mosses.

Apparently the destruction of the innumerable herds of
mammoths in North-Eastern Siberia occurred suddenly and
even instantaneously, because their stomachs contain much
undigested food. If this mysterious destruction had been of
a gradual character, the wise pachyderms could have migrated
southwards in time to escape death and save their cubs, A flora
analogous to that which existed in their time on the Novosibirsk
archipelago, can be found at present not nearer than the Baikal
Lake, i.e. about 3,600 miles south.

The carcasses are also sometimes found in standing position.
This circumstance particularly proves that death overtook the
mammoths suddenly, while they grazed peacefully on the
prehistoric pasture-grounds, and they perished instantaneously
like the mastodons near Bogotd in Columbia (see a precedmg
chapter concerning the elephants in America and * The Field of
Giants ”).

Certain researchers believe that some of the mammoths were
suffocated by a colossal deluge of slime, which at one time
suddenly inundated North-Eastern Siberia, while others were
killed by the sudden freezing of this deluge. In any case it was
anatomically proved that many of them died from asphyxia.
Probably the same causes exterminated also the Alaskan mam-
moths, but the said causes could hardly have been responsible
for the disappearance of the European mammoths, which were
very numerous. The mammoth and the long-haired rhinoceros,
which lived everywhere in the Old World from the Pacific
shores to Gibraltar, disappeared doubtless gradually: the
primeval inhabitants of the Old Continent hunted those valuable
animals energetically and must have almost exterminated them in
Europe by the time when the Asiatic races began to settle there.
It is quite possible also that the modification of the European
and Asiatic climates played a considerable role in the exter-
mination of our pachyderms.

Some scientists explain their disappearance by the hypothesis
of ‘gigantism’: they affirm that the giant organisms were
defective in virtue of their own exaggerated dimensions, and, so
to speak, not practical from the point of view of Nature. Thus,
little by little, they had to give way to smaller and more * practical’
forms. One would say that Nature experimented with various
kinds of animals and gradually dropped the species which turned
out unsuccessful attempts,

This point of view represents a striking example of modern
* scientific metaphysics * : doubtless the causes of the disappear-
ance of the mammoths, as well as of the giant lizards in the
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epochs preceding, were more simple, but we still cannot deter-
mine them. 1 cannot believe that Nature is able to make errors in
creating new species, but 1 think that each species possesses a
certain amount of vitality : when this is exhausted, new species
take the place of the extinct forms, This quality is, perhaps, that
imperceptible substance which by Maeterlinck is called * I'ésprit
colléctif de I'éspéce’; however, this term is also a metaphysical
Ofe: « v

Let us return from these conjectures to the problem of the
disappearance of the mammoths in the North-Eastern Siberia,
where even to-day real ‘ivory mines’ still exist. The apparently
simultaneous and instantaneous destruction of the mammoths in
the Novosibirsk archipelago and in Alaska represent a very
interesting scientific problem. The natives of North-Eastern
Siberia affirm that these mammoths perished from the Great
Flood : their forefather Noah was unable to procure a place for
a couple of these giant animals in his ark, which was terribly
crowded, and it was thus impossible to provide for their future
multiplication. Another version of the same legend tells that
Noah did take a couple of mammoths into his ark, but that ar the
disembarkment of all passengers on the mountains of Ararat the
giant pachyderms stumbled, fell into a slime-swamp and perished.
All the other mammoths had died during the Flood. '

It will not be out of place to examine the circumstances of the
natural death of modern elephants. It is known that Africa is
very rich in elephants and that they are there energetically hunted
on account of their precious tusks. But it is very strange that
never a hunter, either European or Negro, ever found the corpse
of an elephant dead from natural causes. If an elephant’s corpse
is found, it is always the corpse of an animal which has died from
the wounds of some hunter, or following some misfortune. The
English Hunters' Annals, which represent the best literature
of that kind in the world, mentions during the last 25 years only
one case of the finding of an elephant’s carcass which belonged
apparently to an animal that died from natural causes.

This strange fact was responsible for the creation of a belief
that elephants are accustomed to withdraw to secret places,
so-called * elephants’ cemeteries,’ in the jungle, whenever they
sense the approach of death. This opinion seems to be quite
gratuitous and the finds of accumulations of elephants’ skeletons
can be explained by the elephant’s love of water. They spend
many hours in rivers and swamps and it has been established, for
instance, that even wounded clephants make straightway for
water, which apparently acts upon them in a soothing manner.
Therefore, an old, or a sick elephant almost inyariably dies in
water, where its corpse little by little becomes g‘:ﬁed under the
slime, or swallowed by the marshes. Thus, thousands of
elephants’ corpses are probably lying at the bottom of the Nile
and in those vast swamps which encircle the Albert Lake.
Perhaps at some time it happened that one of these swamps dried
and the natives found on its bottom many elephants’ skeletons :
thus was born the legend concerning elephant cemeteries.

This explanation is plausible in relation to the fate of African
and, perhaps, modern Asiatic elephants, but absolutely inadequate
for explaining the fate of the Siberian mammoths and much more
so of those mastodons whose remains cover the * Field of
Giants * in Columbia.

I offr my own hypothetical explanation of these two
phenomena. The strong blow, suffered by the Earth 12,000 years
ago, disturbed the equilibrium of the Earth’s axis. It became
inclined instantaneously to the place of the pticecli, forming an
angle with the perpendicular to the latter equal to 23°30" and
began to oscillate (the phenomenon of nutation of the poles). The
climate of North-Eastern Siberia and Alaska became instantan-
eously modified and the lowering of the temperature and the
enormous slime masses brought by the inundation from the sea-
bottom killed the mammoths.

As to the destruction of the Columbian mastodons, it occurred
following the rapid heightening of their pasture-ground by
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2-1 miles. It is very probable that this phenomenon also was in
consequence of the fall of a large meteorite upon the Earth’s sur-
face. Thus, both phenomena, the Siberian and the South
American, occurred simultaneously.

Certainly the meteorite must have been of exceptionally large
dimensions in order so to disturb the equilibrium of the Earth.
Therefore a very natural question arises : where is this meteorite
now ? Among all the known meteorites not a single one could
claim dimensions sufficient to cause such important consequences
for the whole planet.

* * *

Some scientists suppose that this meteorite was our former
satellite, which approached too near to the Earth and thus was
pulled down by our planet. It fell upon the Earth and formed the
Continent of Australia while the innumerable splinters broken
off by the fall became the island groups of the Pacific. They seek
to prove this bold hypothesis by pointing out the comparative
newness of the alluvial strata in Australia which, according to
some investigators, are only 12,000 years old. But I have had an
opportunity to hear from some geologists an absolutely opposite
opinion : the Australian alluvium is very old and geologically
the continent itself is the continuation of certain islands of
Indonesia, particularly of New Guinea. Other scientists affirm
that Australia and some neighbouring islands represent the
surviving parts of a continent which existed in the past between
Africa and the South-Eastern Asia. Perhaps, Australia is a
remainder of Gondwana, or of the mysterious land which figures
in the Polynesian myths. In any case the peculiar fauna of
Australia possesses some affinities with those of Madagascar.

The adherents of the above-mentioned hypothesis affirm that
the fall of our former satellite provoked a series of extensive
changes on our planet. This terrific blow wiped out Gondwana,
or Lemuria, the hypothetical Pacific continent, and Atlantis.
The giant stresses caused in the earth-crust ruptured the ancient
isthmus between Asia and America and, perhaps, the isthmus
between Europe and Africa also, producing the Behring Straits
and the Straits of Gibraltar. The latter rupture caused the
inundation of the former Mediterranean depression and its
transformation into a sea. A number of new islands were formed
in the Pacific and, as the disturbance reached even the subter-
ranean magma itself, a series of volcanoes appeared forming the
Pacific volcanic ring around the site of the catastrophe and
awakening general plutonic activity throughout that ocean.
One of the most important results of this activity was an increase
in the height of the Andean ridge to its present level and the
ruin of the Tihuanaco culture. Finally, the consequences of this
upheaval were the nutation of the poles and the periodicity of the
seasons for every given region of the globe. The very fact of
the decrease in the amplitude of the nutation is a proof that the
latter was caused by a blow. This hypothesis would be adequate
for the explanation of all the above events were it not for the
problem of chronology. We do not admit the possibility of
reconciling these chronological contradictions by any conjecture
save on the supposition that at least some of the sources of our
information are in the wrong concerning the date of the
catastrophe.
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In any case it seems to me probable that the adoption of a
Junar calendar instead of a solar one by certain prehistoric nations
followed the appearance in the sky of the present Moon. The
tremendous catastrophes accompanying this appearance of a new
large and bright luminary excited the religious feelings of the
primeval races and generated a series of myths and superstitions.

Among the various hypotheses concerning the causes of the
Atlantis catastrophe 1 wish to note here those which are likely to
connect that cataclysm with some cosmic phenomenon, although
the Abbé Moreux, while admitting that our planet in its inter-
planetary voyage might meet with an accumulation of the
remains of a comet, or a giant asteroid, does not see any proof
in favour of the assertion that the Atlantis catastrophe was due
to a cosmic perturbation. At the same time the French scientist
admits that some unknown oscillation of the Earth’s axis could
provoke a strong earthquake. In his book concerning the
problem of Atlantis the Abbé Moreux cites the hypothesis of
the astronomers Saintignon and Carli. The first considered that
at the moment of the catastrophe there occurred in the zenith of
Atlantis a conjunction of certain planets, which conjunction
provoked an extraordinarily strong flood-tide of the subterranean
magma and therefore a series of terrific earthquakes. Other
scientists affirm that the sudden heightening of the Andean ridge,
Alps, and Caucasus was responsible for a series of corresponding
depressions in other regions of the Earth’s surface and one of
them caused the sinking of Atlantis. The last explanation
leaves in the dark the causes of the heightening itself, which
doubtless may have been considered to be due to some abnormal
subterranean activity, P. Lima was of the opinion that the
sinking of Atlantis was due to a sudden inclination of the plane
of the ecliptic, followed by an instantaneous translation of the
magma. Count Carli, on the ground of the hypothesis of
Whyston offered in 1778 the following hypothesis: some
millenniums ago our planet met a comet and this meeting
changed our orbit, transforming its former circular shape into
an elliptic one and augmenting the period of the Earth’s revolu-
tion by 10 days 1 hour and 30 minutes. The attraction of the
comet’s mass provoked an eight-miles-high flood-tide of the
oceans and this circumstance together with the immediately
impending condensation of an enormous quantity of the water-
vapours in the Earth’s atmosphere, produced a great inundation.
The astronomer, de Lalande, examining the hypothesis of Carli,
asserted that the approach of the head of the comet within a
distance of 3,000 miles from the Earth would be sufficient to
drain the oceans and to assemble the waters on the firm land,
holding it there in a layer 12,000 feet thick and naturally drowning
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Atlantis—Bris1r——41. R.
the summits of most of the mountains. Carli affirmed that the
movements of comets are subjected to many sudden and un-
expected perturbations : therefore it is almost impossible to
calculate exactly the complete ephemerides of a given comet.
These assertions of Carli were brilliantly justified by the sudden
appearance of the comet of 1759 and by the visit of the famous
Halley’s comet on 25 May 19ro. The diameter of this comet
had been calculated during its previous appearance in 1835 at
348,000 miles (the Earth’s diameter is only about 7,200 miles) :
therefore it is easy to imagine the extent of the perturbations that
might be created in the mechanism of the solar system by this
enormous guest from Space, if it should approach near Venus
and the Earth !

Was Halley’s comet really responsible for the series of
catastrophes, which, rightly or wrongly are considered as
simultaneous to that of Atlantis 7 Was this dreaded wanderer the
heavenly sign, recorded by St. Austin in his work ? And finally
was Halley’s comet that malicious Typhon of Phaeton which,
according to the myths, inundated one half of the Earth and burnt

the other half ?
* * *

Let us describe the approximate aspect of some regions of our
globe as it was 15-20,000 years ago. At that epoch the sea
which we call the Mediterranean probably did not yet exist and
its place was occupied by a vast depression. This depression,
except occasional swamps traversed by many water-courses and
canals, was firm land. Thus the European peninsula formed a
solid block with the Asiatic and African continents. The Atlas
ridge branched off into Spain and the Straits of Gibraltar did not
yet exist. Western France, Northern Spain, and Portugal were
not maritime countries and the firm land stretched much farther
west up to the shores of Yucatan and Cuba comprising, perhaps,
the present Azores and Bahama islands. Thus this vast region
was indissolubly united to the present Old World. It was in-
dented all over by numerous gulfs, bays, and straits and, perhaps,
was even not a solid block, but simply a vast archipelago of
islands separated by narrow water-courses and canals. The
present Azores, Canaries and Madeira were not islands, but
table-lands and summité of a great ridge, which stretched almost
meridionally, dividing that prehistoric continent, or archipelago,
into two parts. It represented only the remains of a vaster firm
land, which millions of years ago occupied almost the whole
surface of the present Atlantic Ocean from Iceland to the South
Pole,

Thus we can assume that some 1§-20,000 years ago one
could travel on land from Cuba to Babylon and farther. If we
take into consideration the fact that at that time the isthmus
between Asia and America still existed, it will be clear that
practically the entire surface of the globe was encircled at that
epoch by an almost continuous band of firm land. Such a geo-
graphical situation facilitated the migrations of the prehistoric
races, as well as of animals and plants, in ever direction. Later
on I will try to demonstrate that many tribes in Europe and
America came through that prehistoric bridge to their present
abodes. At the moment I will mention only the migrations of
some American Indian tribes, the Polynesians, the Gauls, the
so-called Celts, the Pheenicians, the Egyptians, and mysterious
peoples such as the Ligurians, Tyrrheidans (Etruscans), and
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Nowadays it is regarded as proven that some tribes ot Indians
came to America from the Asiatic continent : the anthropological
affinities between the Mongols and those Indian races are indis-
putable. One stream of migrants from Asia was directed
westwards and the other, eastwards : the first contributed to the
peopling of Europe, and the second, of Polynesia and North
America. Later on a considerable proportion of the Asiatic new-
comers penetrated into South America and contributed to the
formation of some of the native states. On the other hand,
certain American autochthonous races, as, for instance, the
forefathers of the Gauls, of the so-called Celts and of some
others, emigrated eastwards and occupied the territories of
France, Spain, Italy, and Egypt. After the catastrophe of
Atlantis, or even, perhaps, before it, some ethnic waves from
this continent migrated into Europe and Northern Africa: they
formed a series of Atlantean colonies which later on became
known as Etruria, the country of the Pelasgi, Phcenicia, etc.
These emigrants from Atlantis were the kernels of various
enigmatical tribes in the Africa of present times, such as the
Berbers, Tuaregs, Lybians, etc. One of the largest and richest
Atlantean colonies established itself on the Iberian peninsula and
gave rise to Portugal. Other Atlanteans contributed to the
peopling of the present Spain: Ibers, Celt-Ibers, Basques, and
Gerions represent, perhaps, nothing else than the descendants of
the oldest migrants from Atlantis. The westward migrations of
Atlanteans probably contrives to the formation of several
American civilized states. Finally, it is not improbable that the
forefathers of the Japanese and Koreans issued also from the
Plato’s continent and after thousands of years of wandering
through Polynesia settled in Eastern Asia.

Another great process of Europe’s colonization originated
from Asia : millions of men left from time to time their primeval
abodes in the heart of Asia and rushed westwards to the warm
shores of the ocean, but this great swarming of wild races in the
heart of the immense Asiatic continent was only beginning at
the time of the Atlantis cataclysm. . . .

The western and eastern newcomers in Europe had to sustain
a cruel struggle with the European aboriginal tribes, the
descendants of the Neanderthal race, which populated the
European virgin forests, . . .

CHAPTER V

HE French scientist, Adhemar, in 1842 created his

famous theory of the Glacial Periods and the phenomera

of universal floods connected with them, Here is this
theory briefly explained.



PISOEX PUSHA SXO]ILILG

T DR ARSI 00k COMIEEING M) IPEIGT  FiGtE e (g
: FILIONE EGCRE OF G O [sarm [exioge T (e byspduees:
11 HE LASUG Pt Vapeumt' pr igts Coertor e

CHYLLEN

putobesy sl ot - -
tiszcomatiee o (ps. ponbgErpy oot MfReH E“'—'b“}'g“ﬂ e
3 (.I.ﬂrq 3’[”&]’-‘ I qf‘i T-_ﬁlﬁiﬂﬂ “P‘)“!h""l mpr_@* ,.-.4}": o
1% MmeEGe sug canRpeLl ue e e 1 patobe Ry 84 it
1 st o IS IR TR REnt v o Ee
O O BT RAGLRG TG couiaiet he o) peBivuR w -
Trois? of tpe oesd ot i Baonr spemault op UG SINGE 1 b
TR U UG [ONLE ), TV I TR SLRLETINR (0 (pE Ak
RRORU YUY = BTN OF 130 (642 SO 016 £5 SN ippeet. bay
SFuniee Rrset hrstew ot l;mﬂhnir Lot Ol “"EW':' g
HRRoEpP pofssny veineq w Freen ya
Rj¥0.2 CoMIUcar wilg SR pomemtte of It of AYUGHIUR h
orsmpe o e jnbeiees wug Korottn mensg npe graty s
el cidfeg st jalt 4 1 oot i g ipe

..{l[éilllm: htr.-m}-. nommace o e peatovron oy '“'.'*“7-]""';' 2

fjes oy rifleg post Sepnane e sezimmag uiwgous oy
e oL !.'.hmanr.nrj" hu]lliﬁ;-' ol i {6 e m; i
Begltul a7 e bosstis Slonu s ppece! CHFpars pednee® g
Bekd w5 to pedtiar e Yimiick comupomg to e
umum Caatme CAmjIpIce LR R s pppn Blu,-mlg K .
perper® v e cier o of, % kol oo tepssr
GnEmazen) mpos @ i Srpes of biesivs mues eyt g6
PG aunBine o e s PG EEUE Af ALINTE
pticess R e Lonied of ips popaEy b Gro
(o3RG W SR o] Yimuesy m[fm;t:s LI MR GU. pecaiie
lm;&é&mlll.l_ﬂﬁ-ﬂf IIT_IRI.‘HQ‘I' o T:ﬁt,n W W ?_uﬂu]“;:u -#Lu!w: m1
VRS o eacht bauliet petens 1 sous s sascs (soar
pesian abmin' gt omg gRkde- Vi tps crinnlas of
e oy ertasigy Wy oeibeg e unoumr of
DRI OF IJC O G T WY R U O Soe
CARIR CET) amotimVen:. RNeE W pon pamuee’ | e
N0 Of s & IPC WG SIS oo s o ot
soumad betstaneg o oty ywacy G R RS O
"onsRdnr i ai 'y colsfsiapie hroboteow oy ipe AT el
begbi® of, gmobe' ang g sieonqt o} pefuem win) puA
ZRRATIORE MUY T s Teateitag : IS T coupatey 1 e
bagypr gUE apERe o) weliGita D e o= VR
il ol e b g
FRIE AGEI HIE (6 O}

VITRE GOUEeIT 2. i o ibojolic
o Dt (e Toase) wlﬂmwim AR




Atlantis—Br1511 42. R.

Our planet in its revolution describes an ellipse, in one of the
focuses of which is the Sun. This point is traversed also by the
so-called ° line of the equinoxes,’” which divides the elleptical
orbit of the Earth into two unequal parts. The line of the
equinoxes is immobile but, owing to an optical illusion, it seems
to us that every years it is slightly late in meeting the Earth at the
equinoxes. During a cycle of roughly 25,800 years (exactly
25,796 years), as a result of these delays, the line of the equinoxes
appears to describe a complete ellipse, returning gradually to its
original position. Thus it seems to us that this line is moving in
a direction opposite to that of the Earth’s movement. This
phenomenon was first observed by the Greek astronomer
Hypparch, about 2,000 years ago and received the name of * the
precession of the equinoxes.” In accordance with the teachings
of the old astronomy, Hypparch believed that this line really
moved westwards. The phenomenon of the precession can be
explained now by certain peculiarities of the Earth’s rotation,
combined with the perturbations caused by the influences of the
Sun and the Moon on the equatorial earth-crust layers. These
layers are a swelling of the carth-crust due to centrifugal force :
their presence gives to our planet its present shape of an oblate
spheroid. Were it not for their existence, the Earth would have
been much more like a true sphere.

The precession influences the duration of the seasons: the
summer period in one of the hemispheres is slowly growing, and
in the other, correspondingly diminishing. Adhemar calculated
the period of the precession as equal not to 25,800 years, but to
21,000 years : thus he supposed that every 10,500 years, or about
half of the total period of precession, summer is transformed into
winter in one hemisphere, while in the other the opposite
phenomenon is observed.

During the period of 21,000 years occur two moments when
the difference between the duration of summer at the opposite
poles reaches its maximum: at one time this difference is in
favour of the Arctic region and at another time of the Antarctic.
During these moments the pole which possesses the longer
summer, receives from the total quantity of hours in a year
(8,760 for a simple and 8,784 for a leap year) only 4,296 night-
hours and 4,464 day-hours, and the opposite pole: 4,464
night-hours and 4,296 day ones. Thus, the first pole receives at
the moments of maximum 168 day-hours more.

The average quantity of warmth which the poles receive
during the long polar day is gradually lost during the long
polar night, thanks to the radiation of the warmth into Space.
But the temperature at a given point of the Earth’s surface depends
always only upon the difference between the warmth received
and the warmth irradiated, or lost. Therefore it is clear that the
other pole in our example will have more ice than the first. This
increase in the quantity of ice will remain at the second pole
during the whole period of 10,500 years, until the first pole
slowly approsimates itself to the moment of the maximal differ-
ence in the durations of each polar summer. Thus the second
pole accumulates every year more and more ice until finally this
accumulation, according to Adhemar, provokes a displacement
of the centre of gravity of the Earth. As a matter of fact, as long
as the icebergs are floating in the polar seas, their weight does not
affect the position of the Earth’s centre of gravity, because,
according to the law of Archimedes, they displace a quantity of
water equal to their own weight. But, when the icebergs, if=
creased in their volume, begin to touch the sea-bottom, the
situation totally changes: from this moment the centre of
gravity of the planet begins to move towards the region of the
ice conglomeration. Then the waters of the oceans, obeying
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the force of gravity, gradually move in that direction. At the
same time the jce on the opposite pole begins to melt and the
resulting waters rush towards the other already overloaded
pole. If this happens a violent inundation of one hemisphere

will be unavoidable. The stretch of some thousands of vears,
previous to such a cataclysm, is a Glacial Period, because the ice
floes of the alleviated pole will also begin to creep slowly in the
wake of that already melted. Thus, according to Adhemar’s
theory, the Glacial Periods, followed by universal floods, occur
every 10-11,000 years and last at least 2-3,000 years.

The existence everywhere on the Earth’s surface of so-called
* erratic stones " and * moraines " is an excellent proof in favour of
this theory of Glacial Periods. During such periods the ice-
masses, or glaciers, moving towards one of the poles, dragging
with them stones and sometimes great rocks. As the glaciers
were moving along they pounded these rocks into pieces of
various size and polished their surfaces by rubbing them against
the soil. Later on, when the glaciers melted under the hot rays
of the sun, these rocks and stones remained in the very places
where the ice had been melted. Thus these erratic stones are
to-day mute witnesses of the tremendous processes which once
operated on our planet. If the stones had been encrusted in the
base of the glacier, they formed after its disappearance a sort of
border, which is called a * moraine.” The geologist Elie de
Beaumont thinks that the presence of the serratic stones and
moraines is a proof that not long ago giant glaciers were moving
southwards on our planet.

At present we are witnessing the approach of a new Glacial
Period, but this time the glaciers will move northwards :  since
1248 the northern hemisphere has been growing steadily colder.
The culminant year will be 11748, but the scientists (Professor
L. von Post) affirm that the new Glacial Period in Europe will
begin after three to six millenniums. The culminant year for the
preceding Glacial Period was 9252 B.c. This date is very near to
Plato’s for the Atlantis catastrophe and to that calculated by
R. Mueller and A. Poznansky for the ruin of Tihuanaco.

It is likely that the preceding Glacial Periods destroyed several
prehistoric cultures. We should always remember the scantiness
of our historic science : recently many proofs have been found
that mankind is much older than had been previously believed. . . .

About a century passed after Adhemar first propounded his
theory and it suffered much criticism and underwent many
modifications. 1 can even say that the problem of the Glacial
Periods is still far from being solved. Are the modifications in
the Earth’s revolution responsible for the decrease in the heat
received by our planet from the Sun and the resulting Glacial
Periods ? Or are they caused by changes in the intensity of the
solar irradiations themselves? Or are there some unknown
cosmic, or geophysical, factors, which introduce periodical
modifications in the state of our atmosphere ? Or, finally, should
we admit that Adhemar was right and the Glacial Periods are
really due to some perturbations in the revolution of the Earth ?

In the middle of last century the scientist J. Kroll created his
own theory of the Glacial Periods. He thought that the fluctua-
tions in the duration of the seasons were due to a combined
effect of the phenomena of precession and the periodical increase
in the eccentricity of the Earth’s orbit. This last phenomenon,
according to him, is caused by the periodical increase in the
perturbations of other planets. The result of this is a consider-
able increase in the differences of the duration of summer and
winter alternately on both hemispheres. Robert Ball completed
Kroll’s theory, and in its definite shape it affirms the following :
67 per cent of the whole quantity of warmth received from the
Sun comes always in the summer, and 33 per cent in the winter.
The differences in the quantities of the warmth, received alter-
nately by both hemispierm, contribute little by little to the
accumulation of ice-masses. The remaining part of the Kroll-
Bali theor: is in agreemen* with Adhemar,



oy i r”..'f',"l* 0

ra il <o i vl e P s
e e ety e 10 o <1 o o T
RSt [yt et [ AR P TR S

4

Tatwiile llmlm'lmm Nitw =l Hpﬂhﬂi‘lu -
' %Mmmﬂ-grﬁ' R LT =)
L ssger shioult liszyslen o beywaiiol bwivadl fuival sy 'irni'l'l ¥

aszny conp-2 tepel 4k bl e etpof G0y a8 ;
brallies st Yoy by o\ ErwT sy s weabaryuoey wungidas o T i
T mperant af Yooy lliogs e i " sankevon | i | Sawid Sinees
wsol el dhalrg dlew gindd thi'l JeiaglD '@m&l shily

oo Gty jmlog =l Ju sio I T univont il 1 Wil
eantnely wir ok el TN l!'l'lpmllt thiw
K mlpl gt lent w:ﬂ%hﬂ ;uhmm E

T by unid’liu-l, o woesa bun v Bl lirte sste anoiey |
g an 2ofl sttt sebal Efaar sty o ok o wint  liow v
wrishy wyve il ni Bapiyoss o iy wkoy wauls e oty Yo
w2 u._n,ml winmrre soetraofY  bedlien el bl ok il sexiw
oo’ Halibw merimm sl st 1o spactbe sm: b0
atfy i beservysy ronl Dzl eaaume udi W g:;mlq Imm& T dHI
Ya nmn'flnhmﬂhl" vorls Yevenst vty o :
sh ST eigelony il Vel t x bollin o bitie gudiod
g esecam bl it Yo Yvﬂﬂﬂ? ali aetly efnbile potomesd
rebeorm Soee axsfaly by e gand s i ooty « o ssnigum

LT T I

1 lukiile) wear & Yo closogep ol pisbiapifa v s R
. sattle ﬂ#ﬂﬁmrﬂamn . wﬂ«uuwumd lpl
" sabbizs wlibuone Aot el s ' medfon 2 ul
sasstos} grehmars 4l sl Reree a{ o we sunluﬂnuﬂ' ; .
Wi wpenT i dysiefl ditaedit arsm il wlt . (el nove. - .
sifs ol oy tnsndmbis ed © mHiﬂ 2o et ’HID H‘h | -
e Fe A shy BT ppe aed boedl m:-d'l;tpﬁ::m
©ogd belislo i ar han afigrowess sesdtA ol
R e T e e S R St
i bipoxes sk taguil) wls sty windil i if '
¥ 1 xi;;;lmm rysenih Bl -ﬂﬂﬂllﬂ 1“"“&“‘![ ==
B! etk oy e oy ¢ e
. v= A pailog llﬂ.ulﬂf.l'ﬂlqumﬂbl nlrh'mHn .hm..tmlmsd:
witl baknaogran 1ol Teiondha, ik WM’HH % WigsEA
wnn el bos cominlies dou woai e yaandi
fdseied el o awlbliniry olfy sely o mes mes 1 maiitsilibom
b wnsttatllven wh ath el niel e wed oy e sl
pel ke b mewvepah iy ol ullimmq.n aannidaws o el |
Inbd.}umﬂa-a-xhbmunﬁ‘uﬁwnﬁhi\]wbtﬂhm o
mh-mmﬂmw o Dmeiay parli s Wk & wbotnait
el oimos st s w0 hnlmdr W"lﬂﬂ |
ilaoitag  soubeorat st stz vy T _ ,
A ITET ST A0 L sadgeamn g S namre wly ni mndmiuhn |
o ibonmetl Iettallex oifs B selggh eme meeifitA. tinh dinie dwe
< dipud wly o poivelorsy s o enainisuesmy sceeie on suh yilge g
il b oA l ﬂITl:rIi: i} Frome roed Wy odbiksion oy o |
-sitvl ads el 3 fe sl it kgl wt 1o W
banidaies & o1 mmmm‘mﬂBMH :
A st | st v s } “ '.
P .mmm-zqmm sy & elrad ol o s s ) _ |

R T = =i lII,IhI all, #d S=mper .m'lﬂ. % .l ;ﬂ

-sabibirc kil Nbﬂl’ﬂrﬂ
. e yaenigen mtmw‘.um'w




Atlantis—Brr511 43. R.

During a certain period the Kroll-Ball theory was admitted by
almost all scientists: even Wallace and Lyell confirmed its
adequacy. The calculations proved that the maxima of the
eccentricity of the Earth’s orbit took place twice, about 800,000
and 160,000 years ago. Lyell thought that, during the first
maximum, or about a million years ago, occurred the Pleistocene
Glacial Period.

But later on Kroll's theory was found inadequate : scientists
have proved that the Glacial Periods do not alternate on each
hemisphere but occur simultaneously on both. Now the Kroll-
Ball theory has been resurrected again, but considerably modified :
during the last fifty years the geologists and astronomers have
introduced into it many rectifications, based on modern investiga-
tions and discoveries. Geologists have established, for instance,
that during the present Quaternary Epoch there have occurred
at least four Glacial Periods with more or less long intervals
between them. These Periods, together with the intervals, took
about 600,000 years in all and astronomical calculations have
brilliantly justified this assertion.

Recently the same calculations have been employed in order to
establish the chronology of the Quaternary Epoch in relation
to the process of the evolution of animals and mankind. It has
resulted that the so-called Man of Heidelberg lived 500,000 years
ago and the Neanderthal man about 110,000. The Paleolithic
Period ended about 40,000 years ago and the Siberian mammoths
perished 15,000 years ago. Contrarily to the above-mentioned
calculation of the chronology of the Paleolithic Period other
scientists have established that it ended in France only 15,000
years ago : moreover, the finds in Perigord have proved thart at
that time France was still covered by ice and large herds of
reindeer existed there. Therefore this epoch is called the Epoch
of the Reindeer. The paleolithic man of that day possessed
remarkable artistic talent : the paintings of the so-called Magdalen
culture, produced as it seems by these men, prove their com-
paratively high standard.

* * *

The scientist Moreux, who at the same time is also a repre-
sentative of the Roman Catholic Church, considers that the
Greeks received the legend of the Great Flood from the
Egyptians, Jews, and Chaldeans, who in their turn adopted it
from much more ancient sources. As to biblical chronology,
Moreux considers it very erroneous : according to the French
astronomer, its errors are due to the incompleteness of the list
of the patriarchs. Later on I will have an opportunity to give an
account of the interesting hypothesis of the Chilean archzologist,
L. Thayer Ojeda, concerning the real meaning of the term
* patriarch.’

For a long time scientists did not recognize the truthfulness of
the biblical legend concerning the Universal Flood : except for
the orthodox commentators of the Scriptures, who take the
Hebraic myths literally, all scientists took this legend only to be
intended as an illustration to the morals of the author of the
Pentateuch. But now the numerous analogous legends of other
tribes and the archzological finds in Mesopotamia compel the
science to accept the biblical myth as a somewhat naive description
of real events. Further on I will relate some traditions of various

ancient and modern nations concerning this interesting epoch of
the world’s history.
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The assyriologist George Smith, studying in 1872 the ancient
cuneiform texts from the library of the king Assurbanipal 1V,
found in the ruins of Nineveh, became interested in the myth of
Gilgamesh. This hero of the Chaldeans plays in the Sumero-
Babylonian epoch approximately the same role as Hercules in
the Greek myth. The texts found by Smith contain a description
of the world flood that is almost identical with the biblical
account, Later on archeologists, investigating the ruins of
Nippur, found a more ancient Sumerian version of the world-
creation and the Universal Flood : also resembles the biblical
text. In addition, we have a version by Beroz, the Babylonian
priest of the god Mardook. This priest, who lived in the thir-
teenth century B.c., wrote a Babylonian history, but we know
only some quotations from it made by other ancient authors.

Here is the gist of the Nippur text. At the beginning of Time
the universe was nothing but a chaos and the Supreme Being
arranged everything in order. This Being created the animals
and then, using clay, man. The first pair of men inhabited
Paradise, a splendid garden, but later on, when men disobeyed
the will of God, they were banished out of Paradise. The
descendants of this first pair possessed remarkable longevity,
but, when mankind sank into sin, God sent a Great Flood.
Everybody perished, save the blessed Ut-Napishtim: the god
Enkee, loving him, warned Ut-Napishtim beforehand of the
coming calamity and advised him to build a large ship and to
embark on it with all his family, taking along a pair of each
animal species and supplies sufficient to begin a new life after the
calamity. The Enkee’s prediction was faithfully fulfilled: a
flood began and lasted six days and six nights. During the
inundation occurred such tremendous storms and such a deep
darkness reigned that the gods themselves were afraid. Finally
the elements calmed down and the sun appeared. When Ut-
Napishtim looked out of his ark, he saw that everything on the
Earth’s surface had been transformed into mud. The ship of
Ut-Napishtim stopped at the mountain of Nizir (another version
spells it Nistir) and the blessed man began to let loose the birds,
in order to know if there were already pieces of dry land. At
first he let loose a pigeon and a swallow, but both returned to the
ark. When Ut-Napishtim let loose a raven, the latter did not
return and thus the blessed man realized that the flood was over.

The Nineveh version is almost identical with the Nippur:
the most important difference is that, while the first version
asserts that the animals were created after man, the Nippur story
claims the contrary. The myth of Gilgamesh in the Nineveh
version tells the story of the Flood in this way :



Fo— 5 -

T

‘y f!(
L3WMBE I s 2aotd of i 1 Fuc B i
CHUR e o) [ nilgp of pfiSnnep by T pucas
SEPOLYE TPNETH G SMIMIN]T ML 1G] ':l'-;_:nt. gy r[.ﬂ: pﬂ:’-‘hﬂ- Latall
e plbotian: granshuin (2 e adilE Ih E samou
1P6 jeIumany astnin i spieer e w e kb :
e e o b e R e e e
Mt e (L palgous @ [rx%‘- Lot e patreL iy yor
L:u'l FG [{4 JCinG Im{uu '.mq E L * §m IXHp ||‘.ml:ﬂn] iy l‘iﬂ
1t R 0 i rj Gtk &8s .'rr\-,.r". PSRN P *ﬂ
< ahisip ut pAEL) W RS prevss| ene P Ju i ooee B prgs!
- - J'.lﬁll'ltll.ll.ll mabile 1) IS IDOTITR Of, jiRat {warpme: Aolata
FOA,3 SHIOS [ s Rz Gr wrlsy 18 TN e b
,nﬂ.uep:m Ut 05 Gy RELE® podsn Lﬁu;[nnh‘ o e
6 G[RHICRNY. CREDNE (D Ao R S s U S U ol
1mr;.v1r: LARIAL HUA L= Mgy (peztisaiyme iz SRy j:umg.h
FUILKRON OO THGH SEERIonY no m.r.'_ TINY RECE oy
ooy pt:m W PR B GstE waT S Bt IR s
camans  pyte gupes o Inctpegos sar g o 3
AU ){'}m J= THL! snhbpar STTRIT VTN 1 R 8 L {l{i R
SUHIE P8 Y ACHE N R 'r-' MR el » et O] el
n_umml: r-'-;-ul PRIV LT l!rm_ 'n: o poing o 'ln.f: arnb awg 1o
Furﬁf-" [mmk P SR [l polodemg. o) fpe
pasalnoad bogspen’ as gl pEsien £ye-jaabipeioe 1pe. Bog
Pt mper wApIR EGE . Mo a0 gl sqrd w (plesd L]“Mq
qERCRUGRLIY 4 1Pk (FGt bett BrEesanz] teUiaspmps ol
e e of Ol li" DA pUutMICY) GIp G RNEIGERS L
porsquet ¥ Shmugiy Rmqen’ P e G e WS (ROpeASY
AUHE U MR g sl e ;n-r buyt of sy lupepsg
SLLHI] =) A R ||||1il:{ I SR et e il dunieg 1Ie WOyETTE

..
4 ke

e FHLAGLSG dow rit‘-“uiF‘ LT "lﬂjd WER s Slika s B‘!ua

1’-‘-:& @} 11( Nt oF s Letbinl ez WIS |_u.1._ruumr' RO LS
nl..rl.-. SHI A TOHTY BN (1 [B8FIR- A SIS Stecety iijpats’
W-;—: CLLER B ARy g._-qw.*[m'm pf#.m-' R &c Fude,

bq,;r.u lu [ 4 u Em;r ,arrr.qlnur “Ju e N uﬂ || Cq ™ qm :ITm.—.

I ::qq: dow' &R gUG ¥ aganl FR e’ e gephjcisu
CRIaUal NG P atisumy R M0 TesaUpNEE G- pIpICY
;ﬂgbbm.‘ EOTUR] W UMOUE MIRCTRIIL . TMIETING ATy Gf fpe sditl-
merantt’ et 8o saEEoiRe s e w0

g MO OO Aie B aptou 1eUe] KLy e gn] :

FG (YISRY RIAGE ] DOKO FOfsd PA ST oM i l{m
pphpiy ehecy wbbsomipie) s Mum o8 :p uucﬂr-l gu
t’*iﬁmﬁl" Lt s s K 'ﬂ‘h




Atlantis—Brisir 44. R.

The Universal Flood was sent by the gods as a punishment for
the sins of mankind. The god Ea warned Ut-Napishtim, or
Sit-Napishtim, beforehand about the coming flood, and advised
him to build an ark. Further the text describes the terrific
consequences of the flood and the panic which overcame even
the gods. The goddess Ishtar, for instance, repented that she
had given her consent to such a calamity. Another Babylonian
deity whose activity was also connected with the flood was the
god of storms, thunder, lightning, and rain, Adad, or Ramman,
called in the Bible * Rimmon.” He announced the Flood by a
sinister darkness throughout the world and by a waterspout so
tall that it reached the sky. According to the Nineveh version
the Flood lasted seven days and seven nights. At the end of the
inundation Ut-Napishtim and his wife were transformed into
gods and inhabited the ‘ Mouth of the Rivers.” This term pro-
bably signifies the actual region of Shat-el-Arab.

The priest Beroz tells us that the Flood occurred during the
reign of Xisuthros, the tenth king of Babylon. As to the rest of
the account of Beroz it resembles both preceding ones except for
one important detail : Beroz says that the Ark stopped on the
mountains of Kardiray, which word signifies * The Barrier of the
Mountains of Paradise.” This term, if applied to the Gurneh
region, where the Mesopotamian paradise was supposed to
have been located, is senseless, because not a single mountain
exists there. To give sense to the term ‘ Kardiray " we must seek
the origin of the legend somewhere else.

The words of the myths concerning the transformation of
everything into mud are also worthy of attention. As a matter
of fact the Flood left very much slime in Mesopotamia. The
Oxford expedition working among the ruins of Ur discovered
under several cultural layers of the Sumerian epoch mighty clay
layers with numerous remains of freshwater fish, but withour a
trace of human activity. Under these layers appeared again g
cultural one and the archaologists realized that this last culture
had absolutely nothing to do with the late Sumerian and gave it
the name of pre-Sumerian, Thus the excavations demonstrated
that in the epoch of pre-Sumers the Great Flood oceurred and
the expression of the myth ° everything has been transformed
into mud’ corresponds pgrfectly to a reality of those times.
This Flood oceurred about 7500 B.c. and thus the date given in
the Bible, 3852 B.C., must be considered esroneus. The thick-
ness of the clay layers proves tiat the Flood lasted probably
several centuries,

The similarity of the story told in the Sumerian texts concern-
ing the Great Flood to.the biblical story is evident: moreover
the recent discoveries in Ras-Shamra (ancient Phcenicia) have
furnished us with the Pheenician version of the same legend
which is also similar to the Hebraic, Certainly at the time of
Noah, Gilgamesh, and other herogs, the waters did not cover
the entire surface of the globe and it would be impossible for
them to have reached the summits of the highest mountains in
accordance with the Book of Gepesis. One scientist has
calculated that in such an event the earth-crust conld not support
the weight of a water-layer 6 miles thick and, moreover, it would
be impossible for such a quantity of water to disappear after the
Flood. As a matter of fact, where could this water-layer have
run after the appeasing of Jehovah’s wrath ?

The opinion of geologists is that universal floods never
occurred and such events always had only a local character.
Generally speaking there are numerous hypotheses concerning
the causes of the famous Mesopotamian cataclysm, but it is
interesting to note that the scientist Frazer, for instance, is of

the opinion that it occurred as a consequence of some cosmic
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The Shadow of Atlantis Birsit (45) Rider

The American Indians possess numerous and various legends
concerning this prehistoric calamity, and the heroes who played
a preponderant role during that time. Thus, for instance, the
Mayas tell about the epoch of the inundation of forests, when
millions of men perished, and about an unknown calamity. This
is described in the Book of Chilam Balam from Chumayel.
The Paraguayan and Brazilian Guaranys possess a cycle of legends
concerning their national hero Tamanduare who, with his
family, were the only survivors spared by the catastrophe which
destroyed * The City of Shining Roofs.” The Mexicans assert
that only the hero Nala and his wife Nena survived the Great
Flood, the Patagonians tell a similar story about their hero
Zeu-Kha, the Canadian Indians about Manibosho, the Delawares
about Powako, the Columbian Chibchas possess a very interest-
ing myth concerning Bochica (see the preceding chapters of this
book), the Tarasks concerning the blessed Tespi, etc. We find
similar traditions among the Caribs, the Seminols of Florida,
the Iroquois, Haitians, and even the Esquimaux. The Orinoco
Indians call that enigmatical period of the Earth’s history ‘ The
Time of Catena-Ma-Noa,” the legendary cycles of Cox-Cox in
Mexico and the famous Codex Chimal-Popoca in Guatemala,
which mention the name of the hero Nata, also tell about a
tremendous prehistoric inundation.

The Mayan Codex, ‘ The Book of Chilam Balam from
Chumayel,” relates the history of a tremendous cataclysm
through which the forefathers of the Mayas lived. Later on I
will dedicate to this remarkable book a special chapter, bur at
present I will limit myself to some details of it which resemble the
corresponding fragments of the account handed down by Moses.
It is not a case of ‘ analogies,’ but rather of * parallelisms.’

The Mayan Codex tells in this chapter of a certain terrific
cataclysm which occurred at the epoch when the forefathers of
their nation inhabited, evidently, some unknown maritime
country. The book affirms, in somewhat esoteric language, that
this calamity was sent by the gods and especially by a certain
god who, according to the Mayan mythology, rules the eastern
part of the subterranean world. 1 consider this an indication
of the seismic character of the catastrophe, and also an indication
of the location of the fatherland of the Mayas: it was situated,
evidently, somewhere east from the present abode of this nation.
The book describes the calamity which overtook the forefathers
of the Mayas in language which sometimes resembles by its epic
simplicity and solemnity the style of the Book of Genesis,

anly an insignificant fraction of the former population of that
unknown country could have been spared, emigrating west-
wards, probably to Yucatan. The catastrophe, as far as we ean
recognize and decipher the esoteric language of the codex,
consisted of earthquakes, inundations, volcanic eruptions, and
the sinking of the firm land. The great waters submerged the
eountry during the catastrophe, but when it was over, a rainbow
shope in the sky ‘as a sign of the destruction below." This
fragment of the codex remingds pne of the words of the Book of
Genesis, where it is stated that the rainbow shone at the end of
the Flood as a sign that Jehovah promised not to send any more
such calamities,

“Then, at the end of a series of calamities there arose out the
waters three trees : black, white, and yellow, and a bird sar on
each tree, The colour of each bird corresponded to the colour _
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of the tree it occupled, The * Great Mother Seiba,” a Mayan
symbol for mankind, addressed a prayer o the Almighty, asking
Him not, in future, to inflict such terrific catastrophes upon her
children, i.e, men.

Such, in brief, is the Mayan myth. Comparing it with the
corresponding fragments of the Hebraic and Sumero-Babylonian
legends concerning the Grear Flood, we perceive immediately
some resemblances. The rainbow shone ar the end of both
cataclysms, but in the Hebraic version it was a symbolical sign
of the end of Jehovah’s wrath, while in the Mayan version it
shone as a ‘ sign of the destruction below.” But both versions
ascribe to the rainbow a symbolical significance.

Noah and Ut-Napishtim at the end of the Flood released a
white bird, a pigeon, and a black one, a raven: at the end of
the Mayan catastrophe white, black, and yellow birds appeared
from nowhere and sat on trees of corresponding colours.

Jehovah promised to Noah that such a calamity would never
be repeated : in the Mayan myth mankind begged for the same
promise from the Supreme Being.

Such parallelisms in the versions of such widely separated
nations concerning the same calamity lead us to deduce a common
source for at least three of these legends. Further, we will see
that the Flood myths of other American tribes than the Mayas
also possess analogies with the Babylonian and Hebraic ver-
sions. On the whole there are a great many salient analogies
between the Book of Genesis and the folklore of the American
tribes concerning world-creation, Paradise, the first men, etc.,
but I shall leave a detailed study of them for a later chapter.
At the moment I must limit myself to myths which are of
immediate interest to our present inquiry. Among these myths
the legend of the Tarasks about the Great Flood is particularly
interesting.

This Central American tribe of Indians believes that God is
Unique : not only are there no other deities, but their very
existence is an impossibility. God created the first pair of humans
out of clay. But very soon, when men multiplied and sank into
sin, God punished them by the Universal Flood. Everybody,
save the blessed priest Tespi and his family, perished in the great
waters which submerged the Earth. Tespi and his family were
saved because he built beforehand a large boat. He placed
therein all his family, a pair of each kind of animal and the seeds
of all plants. When the Flood began to decrease, Tespi sent a
raven (uruby) in order to find out if there was yet any dry land.
But the urubu was attracted by the numberless corpses floating
upon the waters, and his greed prevented his return to the boat
of Tespi. Then the blessed priest of the Unique God tried other
birds one after another, but none of them returned, save the little
humming-bird, which brought back to the boat a small green
leaf, and Tespi understood then that the Flood was over.

This remarkable legend of the Tarasks is taken from the book
of the writer Herrera, Décadas, Part 11, chapter 10, and is almost

identical with the Hebraic version.
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The Shadow of Atlants Birsit (46) Rider

Lewis Spence considers that the dim remembrances of the
catastrophe of Atlantis inspired the native American legends
concerning the Great Flood. All such traditions always centre
around a hero or a saviour, whose name often resembles the
name of the biblical Noah. It is enough to mention the Mexican
Nala and the Guatemalan Nata, The presence of this legendary
hero in almost every myth gives us ground for the supposition
that at some time during certain difficult circumstances, a remark-
able man arose among prehistoric mankind and by his activities
contributed to the saving of many of his fellow-men. Later on,
legend and myth surrounded the name of this unknown hero
with a poetic aureole and his deeds formed a cycle of epic
traditions. 1 will cite some other legends of the American and
Asiatic tribes.

The legends of the North American Atapasks tell about a
certain divine raven, letl, who saved their forefathers from the
Flood and brought them the precious gift of fire from the
heaven.

The story of the Algonquins is different. Their god and hero
Maniboshu plunged into a lake, causing it to overflow its shores
and to inundate the Earth. Then Manibosho sent a raven in
order to seek the dry land, but the bird returned without success.
Manibosho sent another raven with the same results, and finally
—a muskrat. The latter returned and brought to Manibosho
something, out of which the god created the world again.
Manibosho is considered to be a symbol of the Sun.

The Californian Ascochimi Indians affirm that the Flood
inundated the whole Earth and everybody perished. But the
god Coyot sowed birds’ feathers and a new mankind appeared
from the offshoots.

The Aztecs affirmed that there were three epochs, each of
which was terminated by a terrible cataclysm : therefore these
epochs were called * The Epochs of Sudden Death.” The third
one was ended by a great inundation called ‘ Hun Esil” (* The
Drowning of Trees ). During this time all the forests disap-
peared under the waters. This myth resembles the Mayan
story related in the Book of Chilam Balam. The Mexican giant
Shelua saved himself from the Flood by climbing the mountain
of the water-god, Tlaloc (the Mexican Poseidon). After the
Great Flood, Shelua built the famous pyramid of Cholula.

The Quiché Indians believe that before the Flood there were
in existence only artificial wooden men, a kind of mannikin,
which were created by the gods for their amusement. They
were destroyed by the Flood and later on the gods created-
manking,

The Indians of Costa Rica tell us that the god Noncomala
created the Earth and the waters, but forgot to create the
luminaries and darkness reigned throughout the wosld until the
Spirit of water, named RutEl, gave birth to the Sun and Moon,
Then men were created, but their behaviour provoked the anger
of Noncomala and he sent a Flood. Everything was to be
destroyed, but the good god Noubou kept the * seeds of men.’
When the Flood was over, Noubou sowed these seeds: from
their mature offshoots originated men, and from the unripe ones,
monkeys !

The Indians of the Caribbean Islands, now extinct, had a myth
concerning the Great Flood which resembles that of the Arowaks.

p—
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The hero of the Carib legend measured the depths of the waters
by throwing Into them the seeds of a certain tree. Another
version of the myth tells us that an ibis created by its beak a
serles of mounds and mankind saved itself from the inundation
by climbing on these mounds. The Caribs asserted that the
Great Flood was caused by torrential rains.

The Tupis affirm that the Moon falls periodically upon the
Earth and thus provokes floods. After the last Flood the god
Tupan was the only survivor.

The Arowaks of the Guianas, Northern Brazil, and Columbia,
possess a myth concerning a certain god named Sigoo. When the
Great Flood occurred, Sigoo took all the animals and birds up
a high mountain. A dreadful period of darkness and storm
began and all the Earth’s surface was inundated. Finally, Sigoo
began to throw the seeds of a certain plant into the water,
measuring its depth by the sound of their fall. When he heard
that the seeds touched bottom, he knew that the flood was at
irs end. One tribe of the Arowaks, the Makusi Indians, affirm
that after the deluge there remained only one man, but he
transformed stones into men and populated the Earth once more.
This myth resembles the Greek one concerning Deucalion and
Pyrrha. The Arowaks of Guiana affirm that the Great Spirit
destroyed the world by fire : thus everybody perished save those
men who in good time hid themselves in subterranean caverns.
After the fire-catastrophe came the Universal Food : this time
everyone perished, except the hero Marerevana and the few men
he was able to take in his boat. This Arowak myth resembles
a little the Greek one concerning Pheton and the Egyptian one
concerning Typhon.

The ancient Egyptians had their own legend concerning the
Great Flood. The god Tem (otherwise Temou, Atem, or
Atmou) drew the waters out of the abyss and inundated the
Earth in order to destroy mankind. ‘- Everybody perished, save
those who were in the boat of Tem.

The Persian myth concerning the hero Yima tells that Ormuzd
ordered this hero to teach the divine law to mankind, but Yima
refused to do so and consented only to protect mankind. When
Yima knew that a terrible winter menaced the Earth (is not this
an allusion to the Glacial Period ?) and that after it would occur
a Great Flood, he built a large edifice. There he accumulated
the best examples of animals and plants and lived there during
1000 years in full happiness together with the portion of
mankind devoted to him.

The Scandinavians possess a myth concerning Imir, a giant,
who was killed by the sons of the god Borra, Odin, Vili, and Ve.
Imir's blood inundated the whole Earth and all the Ice-Giants,
that enigmatical race who, according to Scandinavian mythology,
inhabited our planet before the Flood, perished except for the
giant Bergelmir. He embarked in a boat with his wife and thus
was saved. This mention of the race of Ice-Giants is of great
interest : does it not hide a suggestion of fact concerning a

certain race which inhabited our globe before and during the
last Glacial Period
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The Shadow of Atlantis Birsii (47) Rider

One of the Hindu myths greatly resembles the Babylonian
story of the god Ea. It tells us that the god Vishnu underwent
many transformations, or avatars. The first avatar is connected
with the Great Flood. At that time Vishnu took on the aspect
of the fish Matsia and was imprisoned in a pond. Waiwaswata,
the Great Manou of Kali-Yuga (the Seventh, or modern Epoch),
happened to see Vishnu in that pond, thinking, of course, that he
was just a little fish. The fish, however, spoke to him, begging
him to save it, promising future protection as a recompense.
Waiwaswata rescued the fish from the pond, and the grateful
Vishnu warned him about the coming Flood. Following the
instructions of Vishnu, Manou built an ark. In the meantime the
fish grew ever larger and larger, and finally reached such a size
that only the ocean could contain it. When the Flood began,
Waiwaswata tied his ark to a horn on the head of the fish and it
quickly brought the ark to a large tree, where Manou finally
moored his boat. Thus, Waiwaswata was the only survivor
from the Flood.

Another Hindu myth, concerning the god Krishna, slightly
resembles that of the first chapters of the Book of Genesis. The
child Krishna was very frolicsome and once even stole a sacred
tree from the garden of the god Indra. During his adolescence
Krishna was very much loved by mankind, and the jealous Indre,
out of revenge, sent a torrential rain which lasted seven days and
seven nights. But Krishna raised the mountain Govardhana and
sustained it in the air on his little finger. All mankind climbed
on this mountain and thus were saved from the inundation.

I have cited only a few of the legends concerning the Great
Flood, although there are many more in existence. My reader
will have already noticed that all of them have several features
in common. Everywhere the Flood was considered a punish-
ment or vengeance inflicted by the gods ; everywhere there was
a man, or a demi-god, who enjoyed the confidence of the gods
and was warned in time concerning the coming catastrophe ;
all the myths relate that this hero took care to preserve certain
animals and plants, and almost every myth mentions that the
only survivors after the Flood were this hero and lus family, or a
group of chosen friends.

Such analogies could certainly be explained by the theory of
collective creative genius as being possessed by every primeval
nation in the period of the creation of this myth : as the psycho-
logy of various races is, generally speaking, the same everywhere,
the process of the creation of myths should be also the same every-
where. But it seems clear that some real event, known almost to
all nations of the prehistoric world, gave birth to all these myths.

The similarity of the Flood legends gives us the right to
suppose that if not all, at least the majority of them relate an
event which occurred simultaneously in various parts of the world
and was due to some cosmic cause. I even think that the kernel
of all these traditions must have been bequeathed to prehistoric
mankind by some race which produced the hero of the Flood,
and in this connection the idea of the Atlanteans involuntarily

haunts my mind. . .
* * *

The Geological investigations show that the Iberian peninsula
was under the waters of the ocean not long ago and emerged later
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than the other parts ot Europe. This process first began in the
northern part of the peninsula simultaneously with the appear-
ance of the Pyrennean mountains, and slowly extended south-
wards. After Northern Spain appeared the present Galicia, then
Northern Castilia, Catalonia, and Aragon, and finally the other

- parts of Spain and Portugal. The scientist Dumas affirms that
during the Secondary Period Africa formed one continent with
Furope and the Straits of Gibraltar did not yet exist. This union
lasted, probably, not only throughout the Tertiary, but even
until the middle of the actual Quaternary Period ; this hypothesis
does not exclude the possibility of frequent ruptures of that
union and of the formation of the Straits. Moreover, it is not
entirely impossible that the ancient union of Europe with Africa
may be re-established in the future.

Although we cannot produce historical testimony of the
non-existence of the Straits of Gibraltar in those days, neverthe-
less, according to some legends and archzological monuments of
which I will speak later on, we can consider that the rupture of
the Iberian-African isthmus was witnessed by a mankind already
cultured.

In fact there can be no doubt that the Straits of Gibraltar
contintie to widen even to-day. We possess a whole series of
records of the width of these Straits, left by ancient and medizval
writers of various centuries. At the beginning of the fifth
century B.C. the width was only half a mile, but the writer Euton
in 400 B.C., estimated it at 4 miles, Turiano Greslio in 300 B.C,,
at § miles, and Titus Livius at the beginning of the Christian
Era, at 7 miles. Victor Vitensa in A.D. 400 gives the width of the
Straits as equal to 12 miles, and at prseent it is 15 miles wide.
Therefore the width has increased during the last 2400 years
by 14} miles, or by an average of 0.6 mile per century. Certainly,
according to Wegener’s hypothesis, one could say that the
floating continents must be drifting apart, but we have seen
already, that this hypothesis can be subjected to many criticisms
and is far from being universally accepted. . . . I feel, that it is
more plausible to seek the causes of the enlargement of the
Straits in some seismic activity.

Probably some millenniums ago the ancient isthmus berween
Spain and Africa suddenly split : this was due certainly to some
cataclysm and since then the slow separation of the two conti-
nents has continued uninterruptedly. The dim details of the
Mediterranean myths favour this hypothesis. At present the
Straits almost throughout are safe for navigation, but in olden
times they must have been very dangerous : the historian Avien,
describing the fairway of Gibraltar, declares that it was full of
submarine rocks and very dangerous for seafarers, and Pliny
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The Shadow of Atlantis Brrsir (48) Rider

the Junior mentions the sand-banks abounding in the Straits.
This indicates that simultaneously with the enlargement of the
Straits their depth has been slowly increasing, which can only
be considered to be a result of continuing seismic activity. The
Arab historian, Sherif el-Edrissi, relating the early history of
Morocco, mentions some cataclysm which occurred in a very
remote epoch. Evidently at the time of this writer certain
traditions concerning this catastrophe still circulated among the
population, because the statements of Sherif el-Edrissi have
an air of precision : he relates, for instance, that at the period of
the cataclysm the level of the sea rose by eleven stadia, and
many cities along the shores were submerged, causing the
destruction of thousands of lives. We can reasonably suppose
that these legends concern the rupture of the isthmus at Gibraltar,
when the waters of the Atlantic rushed through the breach into
the low Mediterranean depression and inundated the countries
east of the Straits. The existence of some union between the
territories of Spain and Morocco in the past is undoubted : it
is enough to say, that the geological structure of the Cadiz
province in Spain and that of the ancient Tingitania (the present
Morocco) on the opposite side of the Straits, are absolutely
identical. But my task is to prove that this separation occurred
within the memory of the ancient Mediterranean races.

I consider that the famous picture at Tarragona in Spain is a
proof of this hypothesis. This picture was found during the
last century on the walls of a very ancient mausoleum, and was
studied by the archzologist Buenaventura Hernandez. It repre-
sents the zodiacal constellation of Cancer at the moment of the
summer solstice, and under the sign of the Cancer, the king
Hercules. By a mighty movement of his arms Hercules separates
the rocks of the isthmus: near the European rock Calpe are
depicted a cock and rabbit, which are characteristic for Spain,
and near the opposite rock Abila, the figures of the ibis and the
scorpion, typical for Morocco.

But it would He interesting to determine which Hercules is
painted on the walls of the Tarragona mausoleum, because the
ancients knew many heroes with this name: the historian
Varron mentions forty-three heroes called Hercules.  The
Spanish writer, Rafael Urbano, who studied the Tarragona find,
believes that it depicts the famous hero and demi-god, who
received the commission of the king Euristheus to bring him
the golden apples from the gardens of the nymphs Hesperides,
daughters of Hesper, the god of evening-twilight. Hercules
undertook a voyage to the remote West, and met, near the
Straits, the giant Atlas, who supported the Universe on his
mighty shoulders. Atlas agreed to help Hercules to get the golden
apples and, during the absence of the giant, Hercules himself
supported the Universe. Rafael Urbano mentions the old Iberian
legends, according to which Hercules enlightened Spain and
accomplished two more exploits: he separated Europe from
Africa and held up for awhile the course of the chariot of the
shining Pheebus, i.e. stopped the Sun itself.

It seems quite evident that a description of some important
real events is hidden behind the poetical veil of this myth. I
consider that the legend of the stopping of the sun by Hercules
was born from the fact that the rupture of the isthmus occurred
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at the moment of the summer solstice, which is confirmed by the

Tarragona picture. But in the course of millenniums the expres-
sion ‘it occurred during the solstice * (i.e. when the sun appears
to be immobile), was transformed into © Hercules stopped the
sun's movement and tore the isthmus.’ Further, it is evident
also that some exploits of Hercules were accomplished in a
country where, according to the beliefs of that epoch, eternal
evening reigned, i.e. the god Hesper. Such a country might be
the present Morocco, which was thought by the ancients to be the
end of the world, or Atlantis, the kingdom of the mighty Atlas,
or even America, the land of the legendary * Merops.’

As to the golden apples of the nymphs Hesperides, T think
they were nothing else than the oranges, or tangerines, which
are so common in Morocco : even the term * tangerine  indicates
the production of the first fruits of this kind by the Moroccan
port Tangier.

Another explanation is possible. We know that the ancient
emperors of the Inca dynasty possessed beautiful gardens with
metal trees and golden fruits. It is quite possible that the
Atlantean emperors also had such gardens and the custom of
having artificial plants was inherited by the Peruvians from the
Atlanteans : studying the prehistoric American cultures we are
coming involuntarily to the hypothesis that some cultural con-
nection existed between them and that of the Atlanteans. In
such an event the myth concerning the golden apples of
Hesperides, whose garden was situated near the great Atlas
Mountains, could be explained by the fact that Hercules visited
Atlantis and the magnificent gardens of Poseidonis. However,
the first explanation seems to me more plausible : according to
some historical accounts Hercules arrived at Gibraltar through
Lybia, i.e. by land. Therefore he should have visited Morocco,
bringing from this remote country the first ‘ golden apples,’
hitherto unseen by his countrymen, but very common in
Morocco and Algeria.

The actual existence of Hercules seems to be an established
fact, because his wanderings in the remote West are described
not only by legends, but also by certain historians. In order to
explain the name given by the ancients to the Straits of Gibraltar,
* The Pillars of Hercules,’ I can advance two hypotheses : either
the rupture of the isthmus coincided in time with the visit of
such a famous personality as was the king Hercules, or else he
was the f